.-"’ &

SECRET

< -
P;-or ‘ ) Report No: RSD«699 Local Pile No:
—_—
No. of Pages; . of Enclosurae: O
Distribution: )
By copy to: wsh (3) Orally to: Folitical Officer
- (1)
C (2) Subject: Secret Activities
of the Mufti
Source Crypton :L ‘_:l References:
MICROFILMED
Source, Operational Data, and Comments: N
FeB 2 11963 v
DOC. MICRO. 8ER. o

_,;49'1

-

voru wo. .
ran 1040 ®

LN

’;l

o
"

Claasification

SECRET

1R Copy

C

DECLASSIFIED AND RELEASED BY
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
§OURCESWETHODSEXEMPTION 3828
NAZIWAR CRIMES D1 SCLOSURE ACT
DATE 2008

L




SECRET S

Bubject: Secret ictivities of the Rworye:'/ RSD-699
Maftd
_pate of Inforsstion: Late September
Place Acquired: Demasous, Jyria " Date Aoquired: 25 September 1951
Svaluastion: C=-3 . Date of Report: 4 October 1951
Source:
C J £ aetuteue anc)

1, Since My 1948, the influence of the arab Higher Committewcidid) has de-
teriorated steadily, The offices which it maintains in Cairo, Damscus
and Beirut are largely concerned with identifying persons, recording
births and deaths, providing lailssez-passers apd gzoguna genersal in-
formation to the Oairo headcuarters of the!flifti, Hajj .min em-HUBAYNI.
While the public treasury of the AHE still 18 in existence under Izzat
TANNUS as General Treapuxsr, and while ostensibly a tax is levied on
every person living in estine, according to his means, this arrange-
ment now produces so ﬂttlo revenue that the financial position of the
AHEE offices 15 extremely poor.

2, In addition to the public accounts of the A, consisting of annual sub-
sidies from Ires, Syris, Egypt and Sa'udi arebis as well as fram taxation
and donations to the pudblic treasury, the AMufti receives covert funds
which he persontlly controls and for which mo accounting is mmde.

J. The Mufti maintains dictatorial control over the A, Caumittes Wrs
are pre-war supporters selected by him and representing no parties or
oammnities as such,

4., The Mufti presently, in effect, 18 using the Al offices as a fraut for
his covert activities, He is secretly organizing terrorist groups which

~ will inoorporute scme of the membership of the Pelestinien war-time or-
ganizations (the Gallent Guides, the Youth, and the Loly ar Fighters).

5., Ome such group, with jurisdiction over ngrthern Palestine, Jordan and
thern Syria, {6 direcged by Dr., Da'yd/el-}IUSAYNI assisted dy ENLLG;S
ABI=GHARRIYYAE and ¢asiiy RIHAWI, from headouarters in ariha (Jericho
Palest ine,

6. 4 seoond group, with jurisdjetion over lebunon and northerm Syria, is
directed by s o, y assisted by Muhammad Nimr ~4DAH and
Muhagra@ al-SaFURI, from beadouarters in Beirut.

7, Mibhammd Salim ABU-LAB4N has further been charged by the Mufti with the
task of forming new terrorist bands to operete in Israel, He ourrently
cammutes between Cairo, Damascus and Beirut., Reoently the Egyptian
government confiscated a supply of gold fram ASU-LnaBaN's car as he at-

e it acrose the frontier
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'). ‘ Mustafa SIBA'I - Syris
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Undep, direct orders from the Mufti, Mum and Mybammd
mare now engaged 1in pnparing «réb terr groups for
action. acting in cooperation with the Moelem Brothe wan al-
Mslimin) in Syria, RI, assisted by buhammad al-DiJANT, super-

vis the treining of young men for pare-military action. Two training
sites have been opened in Dammscus, one in the Lidan quarter and a
second in the Bab al-Jibaya district, The expemses of this treining

are deing defrayod with money collected on Palestine Day in Syria last
spring.

Source lists the following kpown adherants of the Mufti:

 Muhammad 'ali ~IUBa Pasha - Zgypt
Salih HARB .
Mubamond RAMADAM (Of koslem Brotherhood) - Egypt

MA'ruf DallLLIBI

jMabaranad Selim ABU=LABAN
r. Datud al-HUSAYINI

Mahmud SAFURT -

{ Mubammad Nimm AWDAH

Babhjat ABU-GEARBIYYAH

@eim RIHAWI

Palestine

10, Souroce adds that, in Sgypt and Syria, the Mufti's main political support

¢anes from the Moslem Brotherhood, To source's knowledge, this support
1s effective in Syris,

Tield Notes: pare, 5, cf, RLB=2760.

pares, 6 & 7, see SO-55740 and RLB-2746 for reports on
ABU-LABAN .
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