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1. Relsticqs with West Benk Oppositien Deputies

Altheugh many West Bank Opposition deputies have bdeen Mufti
supporters in the past, he exerciges little influence over them now.
A moderate member of that opposition has stated confidentially
that relations between the Mufti and opposition deputies are either
tenuous or do not exist at all.

As stated in the supplementary information provided for NIS,
"The Palestine refugees are rsally just tolerating the Mufti as
leng as they feel he's doing something for them." This is econ-
sidered an accurate statement. It is believed that whereas the
Mufti has some influence with the refugees, it is not major.

3. Commupist Agtivities

The reporting officer is reliably informed that the Mufti‘'s
ties with the Communists are strong but only with Communigts eut-
side Jerdan. He is closely affiliated with Communtst groups in
aeighbdor, Arab countries but he has no connestions with
Jo ian sts (the hard core of whom are still in jail).
The bond between the Xufti and the Comsunists is one of exped-
iency and not of ideclogical affinity. He has been drawm to
them for the same reasons that have in the past attracted the
Egyptian Ikhwan into the Communist orbit.

b. General Status

It is evident that the Mufti's influence in the Aradb world
has declined in recent ysars. Presently he exsre¢ises no influence
4in Jordan politics. It is said that at the nadir of Abul Huda's
tern as Prime Minister last fall when a2 revolt of the opposition
threatened in Parliament, Abul Huda sought the support of the
Mufti as a counterweight. Preliminary negotistions were sup-
posedly entered into but as the Parlismentary storm subsided
they progressed no further.
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