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tention accorded him, Mafti
51‘ T Haj An:ln 01 hnving an umtigually
\‘[) successful vi Arriviag at a
particularly fortuitom ti.u, he is apparenily

trying to recoup losses in prestige and finanees.
He is not happy at Dr. Ishat TANOUS' efforts to
steal the refugee show. His conneotion with
South Lebsnon-North Isreel underground operatiomns
is rec-lled =nd also his possible comeotion with
the murders in Israel which prompted the (ilga
retalintory aotion. All in all, despite his
limited influence, he seems still to be the came
power-hungry trouble-making “ufti,

AN 1
Haj Amin ﬁ-mh former Grond Mufti of Jerusalem, h~s been visiting
Beirut for the past fortnight, Arriving on November 17 from Jidda where he l..d
paid his respects to ncw King SAUD, the former Palestine leader has been holding
court in Leb:non with so much success thnt it is even annoying thc not ersily
ruffled mannpement of the 5t, Georges Hotel :there he is residing.

Not only hus the Mufti been greeted by lebinese c¢-llors of ~:1 ranks, but
scarcely n day has passed w’thout his being tlhe lionored luncheon or dinacr guest
of som- dignit ry. “rong i.ds horts have been ex-Prirne "$n'et r 0 d LUldi, nevs:
e Palestinc fanatic; forrer Foreign limister Hemrl Bey iiillit., . strong anti-
Jloslem; lorinscic offieinls; Yurosl v i‘oslems; nrt .chancie Socialists. On
Lov ::ber 22, President CHAXCUL pers.mally desp iche: lLis lome toun leputy, Nain

OGH:.BG.: C, to escort the !ufti in an official lirousin: to 4+ se t of Lonor
at tie Imepenoence Day military p r-ce,

It is difficult to ascertaim the reangsons for th ntti'r aparcntly new-
* foun. popularity. It is quite likely th-t bic-msc o1 th. reccnt flare-up of
Christion-:‘oslem tensions in Lebanon (S Dahvgay Voo 'ch Fo. 79, Novenber 27),
L—mny leaders, particularly Christisns, .cel vi. of ser - tie o tuntion c';lm.——dl
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are disposed to fawn over Moslem pergonalities amd the Mufti luekily arrived
at the opportuns moment. It is aleo likely that the Mufti amd his hetelmen he

_artificially stimlated mneh of the attentioa 0 revive the Mufti's sudly

sagging fame and fortune.

That the ufti's influemce in recent years has been insignificant in
Ledavon wip confirmed to the reporting offfeer by Lebanon's own Mufti a year
age. This f:ct has also been evident im the inereasing ineffestuality of the
Mafti's aral Higher Committes branch in Beirut. According to a souroe close
to the Mufti, the latter is irked st the inereasing sotivity of Dr. Ishat
Tanfus, his former ecurede vhose recestly organised Arab Palestine Office is
tapping sources of funds formerly milked Yy the Mufti (See Exbassy Despateh
No. 285, Decerber 1, 1953). Purthermore, Dr, Tanous is incveasingly usurping
the title of "spokesman for the refugees®. To eounteract this, the Mufti,
scoording to the souros close to him, has given Prosident Chamoum, who professed
to be pussled by the diversity of refugee spokesmsa, the pames of members of a
Carmittee officially blessed Wy the Mufti se refugee spokesmen, The President
of this Coxm:ittee &8s u Sheikh Toufiq TIBRI and the Searectary is none other than

_Hohams ed -MLEH, c%m as a Covmumnist (See Embassy Despateh No. 90,
Xaguet 1T, 1553) the oight or ten otler mrwes given to President Chamoun

ty the Mufti is that of Dr. Tenous, tat the Mafti expressed uo.donbtu
vhether he would serve.

Ap to finances, the Mufti is always on the humt. WUhile George Bey RAIMARI,
chief of the Fresident’s cabinet, has stated to Counselor ERUINS that the Muft.
came away etpty handed from President Chamoun's office, the Mufti has told his
close friend that the President restored the £12,000 per month which had been
granted the Mufti in Khourt days. He aleo statnd that vhile the pev King Saud
gave hin no financial handout, it was broause the late King hsd made a 50,000

Fryptiap pound donstion vhen the Mufti had made the aj. Purtbernore, accrrding
to the source close to the Mufti, the latter is on good terms with Oeneral NAGUID
in Bgypt particuiarly through the latter’'s brother, the Bgyptian Minister to
Syris. Mnally, the source states he knowe for certaim that the itufti has
written a sharply eritical letter to his former friend, the prcsent Prime Minister
of Iraq Dr. Fadhil Jamali, becsuse the latter is fimaneing Dr. Tanous. The Mufti
implied in hies letter that Prime Minister Jamali was obtaining the funds fronm
British or Amerienn sources rather thun the Iraqi treasury.

Tie souree for the foregoing, ineidcntsl.ly, is the same individual who
wne described as Mp. X i{n the Embassy's despatch mo. 90, sugust 11, 1953, wherein
tiie existence was revealed of an /Arad refuges underground operating out of South
Lebanon into northern Israel. It is interesting to note much of the data in
that despatch confirmed ir. subsequent despatehes frou the Consulate in Haifa,
Mr. X states that this underground has been relatively quiet sinoce the Lebeunese
and Isprell crmies stepved up their patrolling of the frontier. Inasmuch as
the underground aotivity the last tims followed a Mafti visit to Lebanon, it
wiil be interesting to see if history will repeat itself this time,

Also of interest is another ruport bty Mr. X, that the murder of the
Isrrneli voman and two children which precipitated Isreel’s retzliatory aetica
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at Qibyn was perpstrated by three individuals knoun to be followers of the ‘
Mafti. In defense of the Jordan Gevernmest, Mr. X gtates that eame 70 er 80
police were despatohed, some veering uniforms others in native Arad dress,

to mingls ia refugee camps and elsevhere inm am all-out effort to apprebend

the three eriminals. In general, Mr. X.states, the Jordanian Govermment hes
made a Horculean effort to curtail Arad infiltretion to Israel so as to give
Israel a minimmm of pretext for aggressive astiom,

What the Mufti's next move will be not even Mr. X vill predict for he :
says the Mufti is always oxtremsly cagey as to future plans. The Beirut press
indicates a meeting with Iran's Malla KASHANI is in the offing prier to an
Islamic eonferencs in Jerusalem.

Before leaving Beirut, however, the Mafti, according to Mr. X, plans to
release to the press, wvhom he h:s thvs far vefused oomment, a series of self-
eomrosed questions and answers expounding his views on questions of the day.
It'a a safe gusss this bequest to the Lebanese reading publie vwill reveal the
same old Mufti -~ a wolf lusting for personal power in the sheep's clothing

of fluffy patriotimm.

Raymond A. Hare
Distriution:
Dept please psuch to

Paris, London, Tel Aviv,
and Arab capitals.
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