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1. Transaitted unéer separste cever attachment is a
photograph of tha sy«Grand Mufti of Paldssine, Hajj Amin al-
Husami [~ vl 3 end a =¢port of a press interviaw be~
tween the Murti and (;n g dated 1 June 1958, .£ J
obtained the photograju at time of the interview:

Attachment

26 August 1958

2. 8ince the activities and comments of the Mufti are of
oontinuing interest to Headquarters, we sugg
photograph and report of interview be placed in his 201 file.

3. The Nufti's comments during the interview do not seem
significant enough to us to warrant disseminatiom.
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l. FMotograph of ex-Grand Mufti of Palestine, UNDER SEPARATE

COVER, 1 copy

2. Press Interviev, UNDRR SEPARATE COVER, 1 o
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with

l'r. Elle Bouras, norresvondent of "ATHINAIKI "
Kewspaper of Athens, Creece.

Question I : What are , in your opinion, the poscibilitlies
of & settlement regaerding the Palestine refugees
and the Palestine problem in general 7

ANSWER * The problem of the Palestinien refugees is only
a part of a whole, nemely the Palestine Case ,
and hence it is not possible to solve that problem
exceot within the fremework of a genersl settle-
ment of the Palestine Case. *
As to the Palestine Case, it could onl-y he solved
on the following bases : - The returning to the
Arabs of Palestine of their full ripghts in their
homeland and pronerty; the ebrogation end elimi-
nation of sll fsotors end elements which have led,
and continue to lead, to the rreat injustice under
which the Arabs labour, and which threatén peace
and security throughout the rejion of the kKiddle
Bast.

Question II : Whet do you think of the ides of creating an inde-
pendent state of Palestine ?

ANSWER t Even since the Eritish occupstion of Falestine,

) the Arahs have been persistently demanding to enjoy
their right to freedom and independence. they
never ceased to assert that demand under all
¢circumstances and preveiling conditions, and
offered the greatest of sacrifices towards its
achievement.
The demand for the establishment of an independent
Palestinian stnte ig still the fundamental demend
of the Arasbs of Palestine. \

Question IIT : Regarding the frontiers of such an inde/pendent
state, 18 their;plen to try to include in the
Paleastine state except the Gaza strip, the land
that Jordan and Israel have annexed to their
original territories ?

C———— .

i ANSWTER ¢ The Pelestinians have never recognized either the
N establishment of a Jewish st.ate in their country
or the parcellation by Transjordan of other
parts of Palestine and the annexsation thereof
to its territory. They will never acquliesce in
those two measures.
: All what had taken place in Palestine, ever sinoce
! the British occupation in general, and the re-
solutions of the United Nebions of November 29,
: 1948 in particulsr, constitute nothing but s
L series of violent and oppressive acts and measures, j
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carried out by sheer force sgeinst the wishes

of the peopls of the country. Furthermore those
acts end measures are contradictory to justlce,
right, end logic, and in complete violat,ion

nf international law, the ~“harter of Human Rights,
the principle of self-determinetion , the Covenant
of the laarue of ¥ations, the Charter of the
United Mations, and all principles of liberty.

The demand of the Pelestinian population for 1ts
complete rights in its homeland is justifisble

and {ts legality could never be questioned.

Do you believe taat an independent Palestine stats
would join the United Arab Republic ? Federated
or United ?

By virtue of all widely established principles,
standards, and international laws, which are
practised throughout the world, the Palestinlians
possess an unchallengeable rirht to determine by
themselves thalr destiny and the form of covern-
ment lor their ecountry. Thus when the Palestinian
pesople come to enjoy its indevendence within the -
original boundaries of its country, it will pro-
ceed to spply tnhe principle and right of self-~
determination .

Lievertheless the "~leatin‘sn neople has always
worked for the achievement of Arab Union with

i1ts homelend composing a p.art therein. 'Thereas
the establishment of the United Arab Revnublio
constitutes n resl end satisfactory steo towards
tne implementetion of that desired Arab Union,

it is only natural for tha Palestinians to

welcome warmly the establishment of this Republic.
In addition the Palestinians have never ceased to
constder their country as the southern section of
Syria. They have neither accevnted nor scquiesced
in the division of the Syriean territories brought
sbout by Imverialism. They have therefore ex-
pressed their desire, I{mmediately on the heels
of tae sstablishment of the United Arsb Repurblie,
to become a prrt thereof.

Would you be kind enough to comment on the present?
uprising in Lebanon ? - Do you think that the

Moslem and Christien vopulation there have any
differences ?

Lebanon !s an Arab country so dear to the hearts
of 8ll the Arabs., We sincerely hope that our
Lebanese brethren will come_ out from their
present ‘1lommu in peace andlin accordance with
what is good for thelr country and its havvinesas. i
Ap to the relationship between the Yoslems and '
Christians in Tebsnon, it 1s a stron-ly brotherly !/
one, in spite of the continued efforts of the '
imperialists, the enemies of the Arabs, to under-:
mine the unity of the two sectiona of the popule-,
lion.
‘Yhat said in respect to tie friendly and brotherly
rolationship prevailing between the NFoslems aend
Christiens of Lebanon, 13 similarly true through-
out the othar Arab countries.




Question VI ¢
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Juestion VIII:
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Do you believe that the time will come when
the Aradb ctates and Tsrael will live in peace
in the ¥iddle East, or Jdo yoy think that the
mere existence of Israel, reg Jdless of ite
expantionist policies, is intdlerable ?

In fect there is no place for Israel in the
viddle Zast. The only masans which will lead to
the establisnment of pesce end security in this
important region 1s that of elimination the
Isregeli entity and the returnine of rights to
their omers. So long as Israel continues to
exist, even in the narrowast of entities and
lands, the peace of the middle East will always
be threstenend and jeopardized. In addition
there will never come a day wherein the Arabs
will even recognize Israsel or nerotiate peace
with it .

Yhat do you think of the GCreek sommunities in
the Arab countries ? Do you think that they
will always bs flourishing ?

Reletionships of cordiality and friendliness
between the Arabs and Greece and its people, have
been existing since a long time, hence the Arabs
consider the Greeks living in the Arab countries
to be their friends, Furthermore ti1e sympathy
showed by the Greek Zovernment and 1its veople
towards the Arsb oroblems in general and the
Palestine Case in particular; the loyality and
honesty of the Greek cormunities to the Arad
countries 1in which they live; their expressed
cordiality and friendship to the Arabs, and the
hospitality, frienship and sense of brotherhood
entdied by the Arabs to tne Greek communities, are
all factors that mekes the continuation of the
Greek communities to flourish in the Arsd countriea
s certainty.

Do you like to comment on the Cyprus Issue ?

e consider tne Cyprus Issue to be a battle

between British Imperialism, ( which nas so much
harmed the Arabs and to loslems and Orilentals in
general ). snd the people of Cyprus who combats

for his leberty and indevendence. And whereas

the Cypriot movement is one of liberation sand
emancipation from the yoke of foreign domination,
all the Arabs support it and wish to see the

Cypriots victorious,

On the other hand the Arabs are greatly interested

in the establishment of security and peace in the l
¥idlle Bast. This goal however could never be
atteined so long as British Imperiaslism, which
supports Israel, continues to exist in parts of \
this region, Cyprus being one of them. They con-
sider the existence of Imperialism in Cyprus a
source of a continuous thrust to their entity
and interests.
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