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Amembessy BUENOS AIRLS 1437
May 15, 1961

EBmbassy Despaten 916 of January 27, 1961

Jacobo TIMMERMAN Says Argentina Will Soon Bresk Relations with Cuba

Enclosed 1s a memorcndum of conversation with Jacobo Timmermen, a keen
observer of Argentins political affairs and a close collaborator on occasion to
the Minera Aluminé group, a powerful business co.bine operzting in the field of
banking, construction, mining, housing, and transportation. Timmermsn, who 1s
also a confidant of Rogelio FRIGERIO, former Secrstary to the President on Economic
and Social Affairs, is a well-known newspzper man and radio commentator and has
recently been appointed as a consultant to the NBC-affiliated Television Channel 9
here, Timmerman, who was formerly a political commentator for the afternoon
daily, La Razén, was also instrumental in getting the Minera Aluminé croup inter-
ested in purchasing the Editorial Haynes publishing house, putlishers of many
popular magazines sni the newspzaper El Mundo.

Timmerman told the reporting officer that he wes shortly to leave for the
United States where he was interested in filming a series of interviews with
leading members of the Kennedy Administration. He said that after the programs
are presented over Channel 9, they will be presented to USIS for distribution to
other television stations.

For the Ambassador:
~ , re

Irvinz W, Salert
Firet Secrstsry of émbassy
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1437

Buenos Aires

saii for the Peronists and {or Perdn, Fricerio .as the best of the lot and,
despite the fact that Frigerio was a highly controvereial individusl, there wza
a hiscory of controversisl peopls coming w sower in Argentina. Perén vwas a
pood exan,le of that.

Tirmerman concludex nie renarks b saying thet Frigerio vas not enthusiastic,
to sey the lsas, ezrtout ths Kennecy Aaraniztrziion, He preferrea the Reputlicans
in power, "They axrs reclists who uncerstezno the role taat big business oust
perform,"” To his «ey of thnin«n:, in orcer ior Arzenting to varticipste in the
power play, she must first organize elfe.lively ler own power .roupin:s witain :he
Argentine ecorows, Ine Democrsvic aamiristr-zions =re %60 zeaicctsa to “ege-

heaq tneories, seci:l prosrces £2d =ssislence for immeaiste social action programs.t
“We need," ne szid, cpecking for ike mind of Fricerie, "bir tusiness developmant

in the fieils of slectiric pover, basic indusur— and transport, The Kennedy
Acministrstion is interested ir nousing, food for peecs, =te,”?

The reportirz officer pointed out that he did not belisve that the sresent
Aoministraetion in Washington woula change ite socizl philesophy or oriemtation
simply to plezse the Frizerio school end that U.S. interssts <ere also or mzjor
importence, not only w the government in Waznington bul also to the =ntire
U,S. population.

Timmerman then s2id that he understooa this cut that Frigerio and his tog
team were reclly naive vhen it ccme to undsrstending tae U.S. and ite basic
objectives, i.e., ithe struggle against Communist growth znd penetrzvien.

He then reiteraten thai tre Prondizi Administretion #as deaicated ‘o main-
taining s close bond of friendship with the U.S. zna tne West in genercl, ond that

he uas certain that the Arpentine Government -rould zhortly brezk off daprlomatic
relations witn Cuda,
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