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i
10 : US Displaced Persona Commission Hq.,
Prankfurt-sn-¥ain, Sermany .
APO 757, US Army

N

Attention: ¥r. DeCapua

FROM - 3 James B. Rurley
SUBJECT : The Organisation "DAUGAVAS VAYAGI. -

1. The routins British Intelligence check on TOMASS, Andrajs,
BC 151 135, revealed that he has been a Cocaittes Chairman of the i
Daugavas Vanagi. The information further stated that this orgamisation )
was formed for welfare purposes and had no political significance. =

2. Basgarding this organisation the Investigations Secticn of
this office has received the following information:

a. The Naugavas Vanagl {literal translation: "'l'he g
of the River Daugavas) was or‘zinally formed in 1945 in the Prx.aa:or ot ‘f
War Camp in Zedelheim, Belgium. This Po¥ cemp was mainly used for former
soldiers of the hltic Legions. The original objective of this orgamise~
tion, the title of which was taken f; & song by a Latvian poet named
Bglitis 4in which he mentions the §'of the River Daugavas®, wasto
assist the crippled Latvian legionaires. This orginization has always
been very nationalistic and drew its support, both financial and moral,
from Latvians anly. Up until 1947 (the beginning of the "Westward Ho"
Scheme), the organization had been a loosely init and poorly administrated
body. In 19L7 many single Latvian males began to take advantage of the
"Westward Ho" Scheme and subsequently the Daugavas Vanagl was properly
organized and administrated. ‘hese Latvians, who now had work possidilitice
and a stesdy inooms, contriduted a substantial smomnt of aoney to this
organization. As far as is known ths headquarters of this organization has
since thea moved to Detmold, Oermany, and representati ves are present in a
great nusber of [P camps throughout Cermany. The funds of thie organhotup
are used for aid to Latvian invalids and widows. A great number.of the
Latvians still in England contribute to this fund. The Britieh government -
bas permitted legal currency transactions when these contributions are
exchanged from British pounds to German Marks, As faras is known, the
official name that this orgamisation carries at Frosent in Obeat Britain
1s the Daugavas Vanagu Punds (The Fund of the Eagles of the River Dsugavas).
This organisation is not officially recognised by the Brltiah Oovomcnt, ;
although 1t ia not tammed subersive.
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COMFIDENTIAL

Y. The Daugavas Vanagi 1s governed by an elected committee
consisting of nine men. The head of the cammittes 13 a former calonsl .
of the Latvian Legicn (Waffen S5 JAN'SIS. One of the afficial distridutors
of funds at present in Litbeck is a Latvian named CEMV'ETS,

c. Prom the rise of tho Fascist movement until 1934 an :
organization called "PERKORKTISTS (The Swastika League) wes existing in
Latvia n 15 ¥ay 1943, when the Lauvian dictator Karlis SLMANIS, exscuted
a coup de etat- and assumed power as a dictator. This orzanization was
outlawed but continued to exist illegally. Tts leader until, 193} was
Sustavs CRIMINS. In 193L Celmins left Lasvia and sought refuge in Sweden.
In July 1541 Celmins came to Jermany and after that comtry had occupied
Latvia he again appoared in Latvia. Y%hen the Gormans first occupied Latvia -
menbers of the Perkonkrusts formed the Basic core of the SD. Howsver,
no information has been received that Celmins himself was a member of this
SD wnit. In the middle of 1941 a former Latvian corporal named ARAJS,
who had collaborated with the Jermans and received fron them ths rank -of
Major of the SS, managed to drive out the Perkonkrusts and installed his
followers into the above-mentioned ST unit which had i{ts headquarters {n
the capital of Latvia, Riga. From then until the Cerman collapse in Latvia,
Arajs and his supporters composed the %D wnit in Latvia. Former nmembers
of the Perkonkyusts having besn driven oat by Arajs wers assigned to the
Central Registry which carried files on all Latvians and was located in Riga.
They still continued to wear ST uniforzs, although they wers not considered
to be 8D members any longer. It has been rumored that Celmins himself has
at times been geen in the strests in Riga during the German occupation,
wearing an SD miform. then the Cemmans withdrew {rox Latvia because of
the Russian advances, Celmins disappeared frox sight. At the end of World
¥War 1I he appeared in Rome, Italy, where he is still a resident.

d. At present various Latvian political factions are vying for
& majority of followers so as to be able to set up a government 1in exile
which would be sntitled - as & ropresentative of the majority of the
Latvisn people ~ to represent them when dsaling with the Westem Powers.
It has been noticed that the Daugavas Vanagi is one of these political
factions. Since its meabership to-day is not great enongh to assexrt it-
self as a majority, it has taken to enlist into its rank formar members
of the Perkonkrusts. It has cams to the attention of the inwmstigative
section of this office that JANULS, the leadar of the Daugavas Vanagi,

" has contacted Nustav CELNINS, the fomer leader of the Perkonkiusts, and -

is attempting to induce Celmins to join the ranks of the Daugavas Vgnagi -
and as far as is knomn he has consented to this - which would naturally

sut Celeine followers into the fold of the Naugavas Vanagl. It is an
estadlished fact that a great nuaber of the former zembers of the Perkon-
krusts are to-day members of the Daugavas Vgnagi. It 13 needless to

2aint out that in due course of time the Daugavas Yanagi will be extremely
Fascist in their viewpoints. It should be emnhasised that a certain Fasoist
tendency is already apparent. '
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CONFIDERTIAL

3.7 It is requssted that your office confirm the information
received by the Investigations Section of this of Nce and/or furnish t
this office any additional information regarding the above-umentioned :
organization. The above outlined infomation has been received frem a
usually reliable source.

L. The case of TOMASS, Andrejs, EC 1S1 136 and NEIMANIS, , !
Livija-Helena, 2C 133 366, will be held in absyance until your office Co
can inform this office whether or not the above-mentioned orgamisation !
-can be considered to be a movement hositle to the form of govermment of
the Onited States. ) .

JANES B, HUWLEY
Senior Officer
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