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:1, I’cl f‘uni an. Albanian, orrived in: Tneste fmm Yugoslana on 31 Auvust

lf‘)'h in possessxon of a:Yugcslav travel . perm.t ‘valid - far travel. to Triebtp. :
““cuni, the-son of- bokol -and Suta Prenussi,: was: oom in shkoder, . ‘Albania, on’
15 December 19155 A clerk .he is single‘and a; ‘member of the. Roman : Catholic -
Church.~_ He .remained in Tries’ce intil 9. September 195L-at which time he was -
"taken ‘across “the F'I‘T—-Itd.llm ‘border by tr -Cerngnam, Italy, where
he Vilb olaced on a tcain bound 1or Rome Lot 3
.'-'2 Cum. was’ debriefed -by C. :\ during the neriod 31 Augu.st - 8 Saptember 19511.-
- C 3 did not take hotes during the debriefing and,” as’ is evident from . @
", an examination of the inforumation othded, Cuni seemed to avoid givirg ’
ax\ything but general infomtion on_ his’ activities: duri.ng the last five
“years,. = . states. that Cuni at ti'ncs actually_ at.tempted to-avoid cer- . .
. tain sub jects of 1nt.elligence interest .and always succeeded in. keeping the.
.discussion on: ‘general - tooics. 7 is a personal ‘friend of Cuni and’ the -
" entire debriefing was conducted in an atmoaphere of . fnendly discussion . -
C:rather than an actual 1nt,an-ogation, “which was 'in’ line \d.th C 2
posiuon and Cuni's t.ios w.lth the Italian serVices. R

.3 Cuni was recruited fcr a mission into klbania y Italian hav&l & _'t,elligence .

" during the. early part.of 1949. - He was one of 'a rumber of Alb. ;

" from Italian refugee camps and sent. to the Island. of Montecristo for tra.in-
-irg in clandestine operations, -None of ‘the ‘Albanians’ werrpernitud to el
-leave-the Isla uring the training’ period-' ‘however, on .one ‘occasioh ;

’ ,';,Cun:l.‘.ami; Alus eshanaka, another' trainee, were: per'rn.tteq one short trip
“.’to_Rome. "Dird 78 training period Cund noticed a certain amount of -
political ation on the puft of the directors of .the (Bloku Kcmbet.ar

ipendent/{ XXI) bepause LegAkoliqi, the brother.of: meggg?ﬁ)‘ﬂ??
ﬁm, and. Caf_Beg)fVlora Wérs Included in the training group althd
it .was known a 1 that fhey would  ne ver: ‘actually . take part in the: mis—
" sion to Alba.nﬁp—m Kolxqi and V.Lora -were paid evan thqugh they uere
. not active. . ¥ . . .

proximately 20 Albanjans took part in the tri\ ing progry -.‘~ (mni could
)/? y recall the nam of Alush Lleshanaka, Zef uka G ojinaj, oJon
Nelyahi, and Packo Aetaj. - Amorg the inst.ruc r's cuni alls Italian~

| mu) who taught map-reading and vas known as a vet.erm
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: _parachutiat.. bo*h Cuni and Llo..hmaka were given .:pecial t.ruining in

- radio tranami .zsion. During the tralning period. mﬂnbem of the group -

. - received pay at.the -rateof - 30,000 1ire per: “month which wds later in-.:- e
. - creased- to- 60,000 lire" per month.: In, addit.ion, the group received fooa, s

elo Lhiny and. board. ‘The agreement with the Italiang provided that o o T
~. .members of. the -group’ would. continue Lo receive 60,50 YXire monthly. even PRV
when they were-on.the- migsion in ;\lbania and in Cube of ceat.h the mcney T
would be given- to the family of the deceased ’ : _ o

"'nb between Cuni and

*Short]y bﬂfore the r'roup left for nlbania an inc .
/ crlacl Profesgor :.rnest.

. .members. of ‘the 5774 (in the’ Derson of nr.; Ismaj
- ’whether o not the A.mericinb were' mvolved in the mission. - Cuni had : ,
rapea..edly been told that the Americans were: nart,icioatirg ‘but.'since : he o

had- not, " seen: W American repreaent.ative during the - t.raining neriod he . . .
" doubted. whe ther the Americans had knowledge of the mission. :Cuni. su:eo '
- “Tthat ‘he. would not go:through wi th it unless he was assured that-the American
’»'v»';',services ‘were included, " Matters took aturn for the: worse when - Yerlact - .
-refused m_?chru‘y the ‘nature of American. patticipation; -Cuni goes so
-~ far-.as to state ’'that- the BKE considered execut.irg hin. for desertion but,
< Cuni was saved throughe the int.erVent.ion of .a high. offidnl of_] tmnn S
- Naval: Invellizence,ég;go (fru), who informed Cuni that the Anerican sen— L
’l'_v{ces were well ‘briefed on .he nission and 'uere &lso included 1n o

- Berore 1eavim Ior Albania t.hc 1.‘Lno mbers of Cun,i's (mup (ma not.
 “-given) attended, church aervices ‘conducted by a major-in the Italian .
" Chaplain Corps. All of the. group were members of the?
-+ Church, PreA?’nC at the  church Services were Count < arobio (l‘m) and - -
-f-'_'"cOmandante eltrame (fmu) both officials of. Tﬁlr"nnn xm.u_ug,eme,
V_f'uho comandcd t‘xe operat.ion once it, entored Albnnia

: Ench m-mber of tha group was iasued cold weather clothing, a uaclxine gun,
-a Beretta: pistol, hand’ grenades, . cowasses, Zeiss binoculars, a Rolex .=
- watch and a pup tent. The group was also given 300 gold napoleons. - The
' '-group commanded by Cuni left Rome aboard a tri-motor ajlitary airplane
. at. 1635 hours on 28 December 1949, Count Carobio was also aboard the .

R plane and he acccnpanied the.men as far as the. Junpixg-off point. ‘The . .
... group jumped at. approximately 197 S hours and landed ‘in an area mpmxjmbely
.7 715 kilometers . northvest ‘of.- Xukés, slightly. cff the" target. area. -Cuni hime .

. self landed on a tree and.spent’ almost two hours freeing hinself. ‘In the
: “meanwhile. the members of  the group were scattered over the entire area '
¢ and did not nanage to regroup until 2300 hours of t.he ‘sane day after - .
, 'having fired a number f pistol shots to locate each other. ' The first
- night was spent walking tcwards Dardhe. Thefirst radio ccammunication
.. with ‘the Naval Ministry in Rome was made .on 29 Decenter 1°b9. Subse- . .
' -'quontly ‘Cuni transmitted twice daily as ordered. 'The. growp was aupplied
. by frequent parachute drops. Cuni recalls thut on one occnsion s pack-
age was lost cont.a.ining a t)'ouaand gold mooleons._ )
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._.Approximately ‘one month afbex' arriVu.l in nlb.mia one of Cuni's men, '

Nikol (1lnu), who was: approximtely 23 years of ave ‘and & native. of S
Bregu iiates, Albania, att.empt.ed 40" surrénder to the. U,banian oolice.

Nikol Yeft ‘the main group in an attempt to reagh an a)lbanian pclice .

B st,ation but was discovered by Cuni before he ‘could. 0050, iikol was

g extremely nervous and. stated thut. he could. not. ontinue with: the m.ssion

" ‘and thdt he. wanted to turn. himself in to the. .'ngui'init. Cuni “took no.:
. ;apt_.__,i_on}.-agai nst iiikel _t»e_c._aq-se».he-:felt,._» sqr;w_- f9._,

9, Contact. uas estat,lished \a.th the Albmian resxst.ance

the former recelved fmm.l-'a.x'
"1+ ing in Shkoder. In early 195
e Yugoslavia. Two months’ after 4iX Shllaiu escaped to mboslavia hée re- -

" shllaku had in his possession varicus. Yugoslav propasanda material - for .

him and _he_ rorgave him

,;ropp 1n the Pukn
i 'tirdita area approximateh' two mcnths .L{wr C\mj.', 2 :

iilakix (no relaﬁed) vho is present.ly resid-
r{ﬂ ‘Snllaku crossed the: Albanian: border into

"entered Albania on an lntclligenca ‘mission: for dna'anc_conl.actod Cuni.

' .‘:f"__f distribution j_n ubania. Cuni was d._sapcointed wi:h-sh.llaku's nission oo
s tm- the UDB and - told him $0. ‘Shllaku rvoliod ‘that he had been forced to .

Coe \mdertale the nission. According to Cuni, 'shlliaku is a vcry capabxe and
"7 courageous- individual whose only veakness is his lovv of ncncy, for shid:
o he would risk everyt.hinv.' : R R e S

.. Rome advisinz him th.it Alush Lleshanaka and. hia group vere o be’ d.mpped

in the vicinity of Cuni's ares on: the next day. - Cuni’wvas instructed to .

The" duy be!'on Ash kednesday ox 1050 Cuni r.celved a. rldlo nessagﬁ rmn _"

. mark the landing spot by lighting four larse-bonfires. On.Ash. Wednescay - .

. ‘cuni learned that Nikol had again left the: U
‘napoleons, ‘with the intention of resching Sigurimit. - Since Nikol knew of Ve

;roup, this time with 15 gold S

. -Lleshanaka's arrival Cuni feared that Nikol would inform: the’ Si-;urinﬂ.;
" ‘therefore Cuni radioed Rome in an attenpt to delay. ‘the drop. ‘Since this -

‘. was'not possible, Cuni transferred the drop zohe D an area near ¥onelle. -
- Later Cuni learned fros his informants that %ikcl had’ passed through . the '

- vilsages of Puka, Vzudajes and Glader, crossin; the Drin RAver by raft -

. hapoleon, -repurtea ‘the incident to Sigurinit which starteé a- search of the S
.. avea, arrested Mikol ana ook hix to Tirsna. Cuni i3 certain that Nikol - °

vith the help of a local villager to whom he paid one gold: mapoleon. is
person, -%ho wWus. dct.x.ally a Sigurhdt ngent. ‘and was, susplcioua of the gold o

did nyt intorm the Sigurin.it. about the’ nission since tbe"e vere no .repers . -

~ cussfons as & result of his arrest, According to information Cuni received
~in- m;,oslavia one ycax- at;o, .d.kol is st.xll in a. "’h-ana prlaon. .

11, Alu
t.ew was to operate in the Elbasan area. - Cuni zet Lleshanaka a:rxvx!..mt.eh'

sh Lleahanaka's t.cu u‘riVed on: ;\sh Hed.needn' \dux no 't.rcuhlc. “The

‘. seven days after the latter arrived and, after a short stay with Cund,
nS 'Lleabanaka and his group left. for. Slbasaa. The ad reraft canying the
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‘,Lle.shara}fa p,r‘oup aJso brourht, a .m'oly o1 lood hhic“ wan dmo:'od a ahor'.',f

'.':,dist,ance awdy from the area signalled ty Cund. Several ol Lo group were

- - . 'group znd ,Jo,.ice at,ent.S, t.wo of Cum 's_men am '.u:ven }cllcr agents d#re
’,_"killed.., : - . . R ; S

Lleshanan operat,ed in tbe ,lbaaa'\ area and’ ﬂah u.-ned rar‘iu oo'xt.dc. R
~Rome-almost:on. a :xa-ly basis.’ Amroxima,t»ly three montns af'ter the:. an'iv“. o

dispatchea to recover the. oac}fa.ges. In a’fight" which ensiued Letween: the

"{.’of Llnshanaka's roun, his: radia’ failad 2rg Llechanava a‘-rsona._lj went o

. plbasan to obt,ai'z spare parts. Cn the Zlbasan-Puka road he met funf, who'
“advised him asains' *oin 0 “loasaq ard mace av'ran.ze-nents o aroviae the

. radin pare parts, Apo"ox,.mA’e-_ ‘one.month later Lleshanaka was kl:lez in

a.skirmish with .;l,:urx.nut -agents. O'P-r‘mf ring a normal fatrol by Cuni . ..
“in his area he ran across.a person who admittec teing a _::.-ur.:nit. Lnfu—:a:’,

on .4 -Jsz.-on to cxi;covar anti-Commnist. acuvit.io.z in e .aunt.aln areas,

: The . group aecidad to execute him on the spot;.. hcveve:‘,- by Soa8 strange

" law of the mountains (Yanuni Lex D'..Vrjm.t,) the serson was. garaa after .

a3

ux'

. he k.aa swomm that he would LeVeT a
»}.-Cun. ‘is con.'i')ced ‘that t.‘\e persch ¥
_.'ms sior's presence in U‘c zone. o

‘ai'\.e'ga 2 In :m, 'x‘_x-_j.r.iul }r"vx.._', .

.In 1°50 ouni. est.ablis‘xed co'nact. \:1:.‘1 ..h:‘ee achool.eache"s in t.'i. “L Ly
ST of Puka o the' curpose of sol .ci..i,rg in.o:"at..on 0% an. ecomauc ratupe - .-
", from them.. Cuni-mentioned the name of only one of the teachers, ¥ do:'?a’."__

AL thz-ee agTeed to. provide information.. ‘Cund received valuabdle i..roeu.mr.- :
- shich he tranamitted to. Rop )
-.article published by the/
ing "an Inquirv on. A.lbania. e o
. Houe. It.s dinct.or is .‘Sa..aiao rtremzu {_ ts -

ana waich he later learned was printed in an

Morcury Press aAges is" locaud at-

;____125 Cun.i net Pask S\ma, -an ant.i-Cccrunisrt oocra:.lne in the V.x-qu

-~ Zone, Suma, a youth’ of 26 years, hzd besn operating in that area for

several years ad was. considered one of the nost active in the’ nmtnke
" movesent and: one" of the most feared by the cosgmunists, . He. had. Joiced the

© fivht azadnst. the cormunists in order o rindicate the death of his .
" father and {ive brothers. He was said to have killed mcie than 200

“comunists, 3uwna was.later xilled in-a fi;Et with appraximately 3N
police agents, suma's nane is very poptlar in the. ni—dita Zone a—ud e

' '-.Vis ‘ec. xsideroh a mrt,yr for the ant.i-co::zunist.lc causs.-: :»

' It«uiaa -adio 3 -mm't for . the uea.n \us excel ent. Om ra.no measa.ge re-.
‘ceived fron Rone, whick particularly izp"esaed Cuni, was a message from.
"“the Naval Ministry whici inforned Cuni of an incideat which had ogcurred
. “at Puka. only 24 hours previous.  The message stated tha® Pal BityHirakay
. and seven Albanians had broken into and tobled a State Cooperatdve Store |
" 1n °u{a and were now proceedin..' to a ruunt.aln hidae-cu.. not rnr l‘mn cm.
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uom; agied L.uni w contwt t,hem, wnid'. cum mzmabe(. W a0 i o.ov~r, 1:,

" . was not until approxmat,exy two ronthis later,. ale to- the ’wa'rj police.
Lactivity .in the Mirdita zone. During tne early part of 1951, cund re-'- '
caived ‘radio’ comunicaclons from Rome asking whether or-no¢ ‘hé was ac-
quaint,ed with 'a certaln Albarian {rom ynkoder wio- atmmed Lhe Universit./
of I‘riest.e, recelved a degree in oolitical science “in 19k, was married .

and had one ¢hiid (A.[(DAB believes the radio nessaze referred to him).
Rone also inguired on. the identiiy of ‘an Albard.a;\ from .jh."ooer who resiced

R 4, Triest,e, ‘then moved o Genoa’ anc later to Rome.. Thic’ ‘personts brother

/was a shoemaker in Shlfoder (:\ICOS believes the messaze refers to Yol

sage was repeated for. four -days and alt)-.oug‘t Cuni knew the -answer. hel
- .rephrted ne'a'ivel,y ‘to toth questions.  Cuni. still caniot wuess the sig~'

’.anparentlj uere asked for no reaso'x. :

be consi.acred as a minor force.  The corminists have | x»p‘. i close watch an
ewn the. smallest nuéleus of po tential. an'.i-c..rwniats and take . Lmediate
- steps ‘to- neutralize thea whether: ‘they are of an intermal nature or mm.-
“trated into Albania from anpth-r CoUntry . ast.h: ‘steps: have beun aken -

L agaimt. anyone assisting the nnt-bcoacmm.st resistance STOUpI; - -the harba'
.'ing of an anti-commnist ia a“érise pmishable by med.labe execuuon of t.ha
enum family of t)\e pcrson anolved. L R o . L

the lack of food ad arms and ‘also the lack of supocrt froa the populluon
. who ‘fear.the reprisals of the communist authorities, Cuni estiated that .
appmxinawh' LOY persons were arrested curing the three years he was in -
Alb.mia as a direct result of their having had contact with Cuni arc his
~ group. ' When Cuni’ ‘arrived in Albania Ahe re..iaunce Rovezent in the: m.-d.xu
Duka,;jin.i &rea’ nuabered over. 100 persons. Today. Cuni - believes ihat that
rw-ber has been reduced to less than. 30 pemnsr I%.43 ..ore cufficu.t o ',
conduct. chndest.ine acuviues now t.hAn i.t. _' in 1%3 e RO

. ‘ '13'._' ‘rhe nopulation ia \d.llln,, to :mpport a. la:ge-scde ooera:.io-x uu: ..he Ais-

sion of liberatirg Albania, but or the other hand the pecple are ‘afraid -

- to support small scale, h--rasxing-t“pe operations for fear of reprisals. .. S

» mnl stated. that the people want a Western liberstion ‘and, ‘rathzr than bo
- subject to a liberntion by Yugoslavh thq prefer to rmin under the '
vresnnt rcgina L - . _' Lo

In 1°Sh in order t.o coabat. the 1n1‘ut.rauon ot msoalav beaass iat.o ,
a\lbmia, the Albanian Joveinment decided to issue aras to selected pcrs-om' .
-in" the mcunt.a.lnons arcas of ¥alcija, Xache, mkagjini and Nirdita. This -
.nove had a favorable psychological erfect on the pecple since chey fe.t

they were cont.ribuung wvax-ds the detcn.so ot Albm.ta a,,almt Lhe B

R

f’*-‘-”l

Hogaj ‘who.'is orebent.ly res;diﬂg in ‘.ew Haven, Connecticut.) me s:.-e neo-' e
. mificance of the. two que:.t.xons ag trey were com;ete;;( otit o- conbext and o :

' 16 c.mi at.at,ed that, touav the, n.lbanian a:xti-cornu:ﬁst -c;isuncc xnovene'\t. czn‘ s

'r_he min dirficult.v encountered by t.he Anu-cmnl:t. nauunoo lorces is ot b

N

e fie s
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" “Miraka} to_contact UDB in Gjakova to explain Cun
“‘mdne what treatrent the UD3 would’ give ta Cuni f
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Cuni st,atas t.hat. h.t_s'.mission was: able‘_t.o renuin Ln Albania lor such a lorg"--» 1.:"_ e
.-,perlod due ho t,hn fo,_lowing fact.ors-- R : e R

The- supnorc, given to Cunits. m-oup by Pd ”ib \ira/aj wm his: S

numerous faithful inema. R

"The large amount or noney spent by the groun j.n A.lbania. A,-. an ST
xample, ‘Cuni cited the case.of. one fan;ly in the viéinity of - cas . :
“Tvalle wWrich received more than SOO oLy’ napoleons for selling

' food mﬂ clot.hing to the group. L :

"'__.-.'g’..:',"':-'-"he‘cold-blooded ooxx'ave of the -npmbers ox‘ t.he group.

dThe group 8. ooe or eventuaJ.J escaoir.g to ,reece or ).t-aly rar.her

_,.:.ltl an by way of Yugoslawa. ', .

ni deci(.ed 20, cross t.he borcer lnt,o V\.L.c.slavia, he sent Pal BLb .
's position and to aeter- - S
\d'his group after crossing . ...

- " into Yugoclavia. Hirakaj-spoke to a DB MajorAapllari (fnu) wio assured

R the former -that Cuni's group would be ‘cranta
“rights as. poliucal refusees. Prior: :o lurux lemia, cuni told Rome:

bolitical agyluzwith all

o . of his cecision and received pemission to do go Srom Rome. with instrue- .
- “tions to bury the group's radlo in the Xonedhe 2one- at the mouth of the

" Drin River without telling the otber nenbors of the mission,. Cual cid-as

“instructed, telling the. othera that. he had uostxoyed the radio md t&rm

S i_"Lt. an the rivvr.'_. -'.. N
22, o

ni cmased .ho l\lgoslav bomer near Gja/ou Ln ray or June 1051. E'e
s accompanied by 25 amed menand four. woren, one of whon was "adje

/iaveriqi. In ‘Yugoslavia, Cuni and.the ;roup were treated well but. hohw T

from other Albanians for the first ‘several months. BDuring his confinerent

» . in Yu;oslam menbers of Cuni's group were almost comcletely ‘crgo".en by

'In 1952 Cunt attmzpted to send a rcocrt.
--slavia to the Italians and -selected q:az
- communist and intimate friend of Xol D ]

e the Ttaliins and they received only a few clo)xinc paresls fron Iab.v B

,baaian lcuviues 1n "ugo-
ani, a declared ant.i- '
rakaj, who resided in

- 'Pone to act as the courler.  Cuni trusted Gojani, who was ostensibly
"::a businessman and who bad lent Cuni and others of his. group move than. .
: 200 030 dinars. ‘Cuni - .;Jve Golani a mrt vhich the latler vas %o’ send

‘to '(ol Bib Bibu.lrcktj. -Hofever, :Cuni learned that the report vas. given

. by Gojani to-Colonel Cetg/Mijovic, chief of i3 :\lbanlan.ope-\q ons. -
. Obviously, Gojani vas a DB in!‘omm'.. “Cuni was subsequently called by

‘M Jovic and severely n.'pd:unded for at..c-pt..n,, o sneux the "eport out.

; . of mgoal.wil
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le. L _]mmmontn C‘lni did’ not volunt.eer any infomt.ion on his three- -
; ‘ year stay in Yugoslavi.a ‘and he was not. pressed on t.hls point,. L .

'-" 27 sept.uber 1951.

h.-'- Headqmux‘s o
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