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“Kel ,,un:L, Albdnia.n,l arm.vea in Tneste i‘mm Yusosld via on 31 Aumst

1%L in possessmn of 'a Yugcslav travel permit valid far' travel to Trieste.
‘Cuni, ihe son of Sokol -and Suta Premussi, was bom in uhkoder, Altania, on
15 December 1915. A clerk, he is single‘and a member of the ‘Roman -Catholic
C"mrch. He remained in 'rrleste antil 9. September 195k -at which .time he was =
taken across the ‘FIT-Italian. ‘border by" Ja.,trc.s “to- Cerngnano Ital}, where
he was olaced on a trau.n bound ior Rome. : :

Cuni was debriefed. by ol I.'J during the oeriod 31 August -8 Snptember 19511.
[C 3 did not take notes curing the debriefing and, as is evident from. . -
an examnation of . the information provided, Cuni seemed to avoid giving -

- anything but general information on his activitles during the last five
years, C —J states that Cuni at times actually attempted to avoid cer-
tain- sub jects of intelligence interest and aiways succeeded in keeping the
“discussion on general tovics: [ = is a personal friend of Cuni .and’ the
entire debriefing was ‘conducted.inan atmosphere of friendly discussion:
rather ‘than an-actual interrogation, which was in line with e 4 .
oosition and (mni's ties with the Italian services._ S R

during fe. early part. of 1949. “He was one of ‘a number of - Alb .

from' Italian refugee camps and sent to the Island of Montecristo for train--

irg in clandestine operations. None of- the Albanians. mrpemitted to  wes

leave - the Isla%f;urirg,tbe training pericd;  however, on.one occasion -

Cuni. and Alus eshanaka, another trainee, were perm ttea one short trip

to Rome. : DUring g period Cuni noticed a cer amount of -’

political sp ation on the ptt of the directorc of the Bloku Kombetar

I endent/{ XI) befause LegAKoliqi, the dbrother of: ProfessoW
f]_ﬁ and Caf "Beg)Vlora Wér& inclUded in the training group although

it was known a pridri that they would never actually take part in the mis-

sion to Albania., Both XKoliqi and Vlora were paid evsn though they were

not active. o - : : R :

3 took part, in the trgjaing pro ' « Cuni could

proximately 20 Albanji
nly recall the names of Alush Lleshanaka, Zef/luka, 03 GjinaJ, Gjon.
Melyshi, and Pasko/letaj. Among the :Lnstruc r's Cuni alls Italian—

fu) who taught map-reading and was known as a veteran
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parachutist. both Cuni and Lleshanaka were given special. training in
racdio transmigsion. During the training period merbers of the group
received pay at the rate of 30,020 lire per month which was later in-
creased to 60,000 lire per month. In addition, the groun received fooag,
‘clothiny and board. The agreement with the Italians proviced that
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' merbers of the group would continue to receive 060,20 lire monthly even

when they were on the mission in Albania and, in case of ceath, the mcney
would be given to the family of the deceased.

#ent tetweea Cuni and -

Shortly before the .,qroup‘left for Albania an inc
“/erlaci, Professor Ernest

merbers of the B (in the person of Dr. Ismaj

' Koliqi and Gjor/Markagjoni) occurred when Cuni”insisted on being.told -

whether or Tot the Americans were involved in the mission. Cuni bad.

ropeateédly been told that the Americans were participating but since he

had not seéen any American representative durirg the training period he

" doubted whether the- Americans had knowledge of the mission. ‘Cuni stutea’

".that he would not go throuch i th it unless he was assured ‘that .the American
“services were included., Matters took a turn for the worse when Verlaci

refused to clarify the nature of American pavticipation. Cuni Z0es SO

" far as to state that the BKI considered executing him for desertion but

Cuni was saved through,the intervention of a-high official of [tulian.
Naval Intelligence, firego (fm), who informed Cuni that the American ser-
Vices were well br fed on de nission.and were also included in it.. -

Before leaving for Albania, the nine members of Cuni's group (nizes not

given) attended. church services conducted by 2 major in the Italian

.. Commandante (fn :
. "W commanded the operation.once it entered Albania,

70'.

~ Chaplain Corps. All of. the group were members of. the~Toman Catholic

Church, P.I'j,?ﬁf at the:church dervices were Count-<arobdo (fmu):and
eltrame (fnu) both officials of Ttalian Naval Intelligence,

Each member of the group was issied’ cold -reatherclothing, {.i rachine gun, '
a-Beretta pistol, hand grenades, compasses, Zeiss binoculars, a Rolex

- watch and a pup tent. ' The group was also given 300 gold napoleons.. The

group commanded by Cuni left Rome aboard a tri-motor military airplane

&t 1635 hours on 28 December 1949. - Count Carobio was also aboard the
plane and he accompanied the men as far as the jwsping-off point. The 5
group jumped at - approximately 1975 hours and landed in an area arproximately
15 kilometers northwest of Xukes, slightly cff thc target area. Cumi him~
self landed on a tree and spent almost two hours freeing himself. In the
meamdiile the members of the group were scatiered over the entire area

. and did not manage to regroup until 2300 hours of the saxme day after

having fired a number cf pistol shots to locate each other. The first
night was spent walking tcwards Dardhe. The first radio ‘cammunication
with the Naval Ministry in Rome was made on 29 Decembter 1949. Subse-.

- Quently Cuni transmitted twice daily as ordered. "The groiwp was supplied

by frequent parachute drops. Cuni recalls that on one occasion a pack-
age was lost containing a thousand gold napoleons.,
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pproximately one month after arrival in Albania one of Cuni's men,
[ikol (lnu), who was approximately 23 years of ave and a native of

iregu ates, Albania, attempted to surrender to the Albanian police.
‘{kol left the main group in an attempt to reach an .lbanfan pclice
itation but was discovered by Cuni before he could oo so. Wikol was
'xtrémafLy nervous and ctated thut he could not continue with t.he sdssion
nd that he wanted to turn himself in to the uiwgurimit. Cuni took no
ction against llikol because he felt sorry for him and he forgave him.

ntact was estatlished with the Albanisn resistance ;xroup in the Pula

nd Mirdita area approximately two menths after Cuni's/arrival in Albania.
'mbng-'Cuni's contacts in thc resistance group '._-as_i{_; _:;._:J}iu_:_ snllaku
rovided valuable hdlitary:iru; ticn to. Cuni's grdip, which information
he former received from Hark/Snllaku (not related) who is preseatly resic-
reg in Shkoder. In early 1951 Hil Snllatu. crossed the albanian border into -
ugoslavia. Two months after Hil Shllalu escaped to Yugoslavia he. re-
ntered Albania on an intelligence mission for UD3 ané contacted Cuni.
hllaku had in his possession varicus Yugoslav propaganda material for
istribution in Albania. Cuni was disappointed wi‘h Shllaku's aission : :

or the UDB and - told him so. Shllaku replied that he had ‘been forced to
ndertai’e the nission. According to Cuni, shliaku is a2 very capabie and
>urageous individual whose only weakness is hds. love of ncney, for which
s would risk everything, = .- L e

e ‘day before Ash Wednesday of 1950, Cuni received a :radio message from
me .acdvising him that Alush Lleshanaka and his group were o be ‘dropped. . .
1 the vicinity of Cuni's ares on the next dxy. - Cuni was instructed to . .

trk the landing spot by lighting four large tonfires.. On Ash Wednesday '
ini learned that Nikol had again left the . roup, this tme wdith 15 gold
ipoleons, with the intention of resching Sigurimit. - Since ¥ikol knew of
.eshanakats arrival Cuni feared that %Nikol would ‘infora the Sigurinit; -
lerefore Cuni radioed Rome in an uttenpt to delay the -drop.’ ‘Since this
13 not possible, Cuni transferred the drop zone ‘o an.area near Xcnelle.
iter-Cuni learned fro= his informants that §lkcl had passed through the
liages of Puka, Vaudajes and Siader, crossing the prin River by rart -
th the help of a local villager to whom be paid one gold mpolecan. This
'rson, - who was dctially a Siguriait agent and was suspiciocus of the gold
poleon, reportea the incident to Siguriait wtich startec a search.of the -
'ed, arrestec likol ana took hix to Tirana. Cuni {5 certain thas Xikol.

d nut inform the -Sigurimit abcut the nission since there were no repe~
Ssions as 3 result of his arrest. According to information uni received
- Yugoslavia ome year ago, Nikol is still in a TMrana prison. - =
ush Lleshanaka's teaa arrived on Ash Wednesday with no troudble. The '
an was to operate in the Elbasan area. Cuni met Lleshanaka aoe roxirately
ven days after the latter arrived and, after a stort stay with Cuni,
eshanaka and his group left for Elbasan, The dreralt carrying the
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shanaka group also brought 4 surply of food which wul ¢rnpied a3 snors
,ance away {rom thc ares sisznalied ty Cuni. Several of tne group were
atchea to recover the packages. [n a fight which ensued Letween the

o z=nd police agents, two of Cuni's men an¢ seven pcollce agenls ware

.ed.

shanaka operated in 4e Tlbasan area and maintained radio eontact - th
, almost on & daily basis. Approximately three mont:ns after the arrival
leshanaka's ,;roup, his radis failad 2rd Llechanaka personally went W0
1san o0 obtain spare parts. -Cn the Tlbasan-Puka road he met Cuni, who
- +5 Tlpasan axd mace arrangements to provize lhe

.sed nim acainst .oing
o sare parts. Approxinately one month later Lieshanaxa was xi:1eZ in

rmish with Sijurimit agents. One. cay-auring @ normal natrol by Cuni
\is area he ran- across a perscn WO acnittec being a Zizurizit informant
. mission o ciscover anti-Comminist activities in *he mountain areas.
group decided to execute him on the-scot;  however, by some strange
of the mountains (¥anunl lek Dukagjinit) the cerson was sparad. after
wad sworn that ne would .never ajaln engase in any political actiiviy.
_'is convinced that the perscn kert nis word and never renurtec the
sion's presence in the zone. e o -
S50 Cuni established contact with three schoolteachers in ths viciaily
nka for the purpose of sosicisirg infomation of an econoaic ratu

1+ them. Cuni mentioned the name of only one of. the ‘teachers, ¥g¥X ydol'a.
three agreed to provide infermation. ‘Cuni received valuable irforcwmiion
:h he transzitted W R and waich ‘he-later learned sas printed in an
{cle published by thefercury Press agency in Apri}r1952 under the head-
man Inquiry on Albania.” The Mercury Press Agendy is ‘located at.
Via di Ripetjd, Rome. Its director is Nassinofiffresuzz{ and {%ts

tor is Nino Jodice. —

LS50 Cuni met PaskuX Suna, an anti-Corrunist operating in the Mircita
s, Suma, a youlh of 26 years, hzd besn operating in that.area lor. ‘
sral years and was considered one of the most active in the resistance
snert and one of the most feared by the coromunists. e had jciped the
ht azainst the cormunists in order o Tindicate the ceath of his

her and five brothers. He was said to have killed mere than 22
aunists. Swia was later killed in a fight with appraximately 3N

ice agents., Suma's naz=e is very popular in the Mirdita Zorne axd he

ccasidered a martyr for the aat.i_-co:r:mﬂstic'ca_use.'~

iian madio swpocrt for the teaa was excel.ent. One radio messaje re-
ved from Rome, which particularly ixpressed Cuni, was a messajs from
vaval Ministry which inforned Cuni of an incident vich had ogcurred
puka only 2L hours previous. The =essaje staled thal Pal B akaj
seven Albanians had broken into and robted a State Cooperatdve Store
puka and were now proceedin; to a msuntain hice-cut not far from Cuni.
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Roine ask ed Cuni to contact them, . .mid'. Cuni managec to ao. iiowever, i;

was not until approximately two. nonths. later, aue to the heavy police.

activity in the Mirdita zone, "Juring tne early part.of 1951, Cuni re-

ceived radio comunicu\.ions from Rome asking w"xether ‘or nog -ne was ac-

quainted with -.a- certain Albarnian from Shkocer wio- attenced the Universi Ly .

of Trieste, recelved a degree in political science in 19k, was mrried

and had ore chiid (AICOMB believes_the radio message referred w him). .

Rome also Imquired on the identily of an Albanian {rom Ghkoder who resiced .

in Trieste, then moved to Genoa and later to Xome. Thic personts brother.

was a shoanaker in Sh}foder (AICC:B believes t.he messaje refers to Xol' -
uogaj ‘who. is or'esent.ly res;di'xg in Yew dHaven; Connecticat) . The. sa-e- nes—- .
sage was repeated for four: days and altbou;;h Cuni knew the answer he: . e
reported ne. a..ively to btoth. quest.ions. Cuni still cannot guess the. sig- S e
n.ificance of- the .two: quest.mns as tney. »u-.., co-m.ete,:r out. o- contcxt aad -, Lo e
aopa:entlj were asked fo. no reaso'x. EPRE T T ST

"uni. atat,ed that_todav tne Albanian anti—corz:u:&i,st. -cs..suncc mon:ne’xt czx__ G T
be. consiacred as a minor fcrce.- “The ! ‘cazmnist ts have kept a close watch. oa .o oo
even the. saallest nucleus of potential - a:;u-cc:ami.sts and - take imediate -
steps .to: neutralize thex. whether - ‘they are of . an internal-nature or infi.-;_-{;_'
trated into Albania from -another country., : Drastic ‘ateps: bave: bean taken - - D e
agairct unyone.assisting the' mti-cocmnist resistance groups; - the harber-"
ing of an anti-communist is a-crize’ punishable by i:.mediatc execution of t.ha
unum fa:zd.h' of the ;)crson involved.-.-" ORI S L - SN

I"u min d.ifficult.y encountercd by the-anu-cmnist, -uisunee ro'-ces ia _
theé lack af. food and arms and also the'lack of suppart from the population
»ho. fear. the repris&ls of the’conzunist authorities,  Cuni estizated that
ipprwc.tnateh' LOO persons ‘were arrested curing-the three ‘years he s in~
le.mia as ‘a direct result of their mving bad contact with Cuni ancd his - -
zroup. ' When Cuni’arrived in Albania thie. re..ist.-mce Rowezent in the xi:-d.iu
Jukagjini area nuabered over. 100 persons. - Today: Cu:xi believes that that U
Trber has: been recuced to ‘less ‘than. 239 peraons... L. LJ =ore. d.in‘icu.t ho
zonduct. clandcsu:xo activit.ies nou tlnn it. was in 1°la° e L

l'he oopulat.ion 13 \d.llinb t.o support a. 18. '&-sclle ooe:'a:io-x td.u: “z ais--
sion of liberating ‘Albania, but.or:the other hand the people are afraid . ' -
to support small scale, ha*ruxing type operations . for fear of reprisals. .
Juni stated. that the people want a Western literatioc and, rathas than be
;ubjcct. to a liberation by Yx.goslavia thq pm{er to re:a.n .mdex- the .

(n 19'5h in c:rder to ccabat. the inrilt.ration of mso:ﬂav tem mto .
Ubania, the Albanian Joveimment decided ‘to issue ‘arms to selected pcraom
in" the :ncuntalnous areas of Malcija, Xache, Dukagjini and E'.irdi.x., This-’
wve had a favorahle ‘pxychological erfect on the pecple since. whey felt
they were contributirg towards the . deren.se o.t klbm.ia abalmt the -

) SE@EE? )




Cuni sbaws that his mission was able to. rem.tin in Alban.ia Tor :suc.h 4 lérg

.. period -due to t.ho i‘ollowing fact.ors--

UITA=537
1 uctober 195k
Pabe 6

- 'a. “The. supnort. givan to Cuni'- ;*roup by Pal Bib \ira}faj th his
" nunerous faithful inema. T o

b‘.' 'I'he large amount, of money Spent by the grouo in nlbania. As an

" example, Cuni cited the case.of one family in the vicinity of -
-~ Iballe \»hich received more than 500 f'Olu napoleons for selling
" food - a.rd clothmg to the group. = _

@;.:"""ne oold-blooded oouraf-'e of 'che members of the. group.

d. The group's hope of eventua:.J escaoing to 'reece or J.talv -at.her :
t}an by way of Yu,,oslara. RPN . e S :

e.;' The group Operabed onlf in the most di.Iict.lt te"r-‘dn in the Iballe

Dardhe, .one:ihe axri Puka areas._~ '

.'{-m)en ami deciced uo cross the bomer int.o "\wwlavh, he sent Pa.l Blb
Mirakaj. ‘to. contact UD3 in Gjakova to:explain.Cun
i nine-what treatmens the UD3 wowld’ give to Cuni

's. position and to aeter-" v

> fnto Yugoclaviau. - Mirakaj spoke to a DB Fajgr aollarl (fnu) 0 assured R

 the. former -that Cuni's.group would be crantad’
- rights: as. political refujees. -

olitical agylux with all

Prior . leaving Albania, Cuni  told Ro=e:

.of his decision and. recel'red pem.ission todo ;50 from Rose. vith instruc-'“-'_. i R

““tions  to bury the group's radio in:-the Xonedhe zone at -the mouth'cf the.

:”'Drin River without telling the. otbcx- menbers 0f the xission.: Cuni c:id aa.

" instructed, telling the - ot.hers that.he had. aest;oyed the radio ad t.brmm

f."it Lnto t-he river.

"ni crosud .ha mgoalav bomer pear Gjazova?-in Pq or Junc 1051. Bél T
. has. acoompanied by: 25 amed rmenand four women, one of Whom was Farije T
/Haveriqi. In Yugoslavia, Cuni and the roup were-treated well but isohw S
" from other Albanians for the first several months." During his confinement -~ .

. in Yugoslavii zembers of Cuni's group were almost comcleteiy forgolten. by R
_‘-the It.alian.s a'xi they receivcd on:Lr a fev c.:.o_hi..s na:-cals "zon I.aLy. T ?f, -

" In 1952 Cun... ar.uz:pted to se-xd a reo::rt_
slavia to the Italians and selected Qua.
communist and intinate friend of Xol Dl
. Pome to act as the courier.

200,000 dnars. Cuni g

/ "_ba:xian act.ivi..ies in Vngo—
ani, a declared anti-
mj, uho resided in

Cuni trus ted GoJjani, who was ostensitly
. & businessnan and who bad lent Cund a&d others of his. group more than

jani a report which the latier was 20 send

to. ¥ol.Bib Bibmiralaje .Hofever, Cunl learned that tbe repart was.given

. by Gojani to‘Colonel -Ce

of mgoalam

:tf

. xlijovic, chief of 03 Albanian cpeations. . co
- Obviously, Gojam. was a UDB infomant.
¥ijovic and semreb' ncpd:u:xded for at.erpt..nb o snctk the rtport out.

Cuni was subsequestly called by -
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. C omment: Cnni did'not-yolunb'eé‘r.' wi_.‘infomition on his three-
_year stay In Yugoslavia and he was not pressed on this point. - '

I
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