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SOURCES:

1. 3Beoause of the great deal of controversiality that exicta
regarding the personality Bruno KALNIES great care vill be exercised
in connotating the derogatory information available by utilization of
the folloving system:

; « Fact (Dooumentary evidence from books, periodicals, etc.)
P = Personsl kmowledge aid observation
I = Information furnished by reliable informant . otie®

2, In its war of libderation (1914=1918) the Latvian Army fought
two ooccupying powers, the Germans and the Russians. (F) In the latter
part of this war Brunmo KALNIES 1s saild to have acted as an agitator
attempting to sway Latvian soldiers to the Bolshevik Army. (R)

3. Inasmuch as Bruno KALNINS was the eon of the speaker of the
Latvian Parlisment, Paul XALNINS a very esteemed and honored Latvian,
not only in his own country tut in Europe as a wvhole,it mey be reason~
ably assumed that his father's popularity wae the main reason behind
Bruno KALKIN's election to the Lattian Parliament as a senator. How=
ever, it was no doudt his mother's, Bersa KALRINS, i{nflusuce &s a mem~
ber of the extreme left-wing of the Social Demooratic Party in Latvia
upon her son, Bruno XALNINS, vhich oansed him as well to become such & -
radical socialist that the Latvian people %ook it for granted that both
he and his mother were, if not out and out Communists, at least sympa~
thisers and fellov travelers. The animosity of the Latvian people toward
Bruno KALNINS and his mother Berts is evidenced by the fast that in the
1930's @« parody on fopular song was quite the rage which ridiculed as
well as acoused the aforementioned two individuals of Communist sympethy
and connection. (P)

4, 1In the late 20's (approximately 1928) Bruno FALNINS,still a
mesder of the leftewing faction of the Social Democrats and still a sen~
ator in the Latvian Parliament, organised the so-called 558 Orgaaisation
(Stradniekn Sports un Sargs = Vorkers Spert and Protector). (P and F)
A great mumber of Latvians were and still are absolutely certain that at
that time -~ while Chief of ths 555 -« KALNIES was either directly in the
employ of the Soviet Union or actéd in iheir bdebalf, (P and I) Several
indications vhich may De taken as evidence to the aforegoing belief held
by many Latvians, is the fact that meaders of the 555 bebaved, were ore
genized, and acted as a pari-ailitary organisation; Fhey wore blus
shirts and trmorl’ with red ties .as their uniform and at all functions
and dsmonstrations carried a red flag. TFurthermors, the many proclémhe .
tions, reprints of speeches and other propsganda material, the author of )
which wae KALNIES and/or some of his henchwen, wéi“posted about town
(quite overtly) by members of the 555. (P and I) 2

5. On 15 May 1934 Xarlis ULMANIS with the ald of General Janis
BALODIS and Alfreds BERZINS sxecuted a coup 4' etat and gave as the reason
for this coup the fact that between the pro-Communist S55 and the pro-
Tasciet PEREOMERUSTS as vell as the mmerous grafters within the Latvisn
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Democratic Government the country was nov only doomed to go into banke
ruptey but also on the verge of being eold to the Soviet Union or
Nazi Germany whichever of these latter two would be able to outesmart
the other. (P, 1 and 1)

6, Alfreds BERZINS having deen placed in charge of security vas
instiumental in jalling KALNINS at the same time raiding his headquare-
tors which 4isolosed a great amount of pro-Communist literature, Russian
mapufastured weapons and great amounts of Latvian as well as Russian
ourrensy. (F and partially P) In addition indications were found that
KALNINS was preparing to overthrov the Latvian Goverment by force with -
the support of thh Soviet Union on some date later than the ULMAKIS ooup
of 15 Kay 1934; ths latter of course feiled any such possidility. (B)
Eaving served approximately two years in jail, (P, T and I) KALNINS vas
deported from Latvia and apparently through Finland and Sweden finmally
located in Horway whers he supposedly joined the Norwegian Communist
Party. As a representative of this party KEALNINS ie to have been sent
to Spain where he became this party's representative to the Communist
Government of Spain during the Spanish Oivil Var. (2)

7. Subsequent to this until June 1940 there was no information
regarding KALEINS. (P)

8. On 14 Juns 1940 when the Russians occupied Latvis KALNIES
suddenly appeared on the soens as the Political Commiesar or so-called
POLITRIX of the Latvian Army wvhich was completely inaotive under Soviet
domination. In this position KALNIES was instrumental in the following:

a) Bxscuting orders from the Russian Army concerning the
Latvian Army.

b) Supervision of political reliability and other phases per-
taining to all members of the Lattian Army.

¢) Made mumerous speeches, extolling greatness of the Soviet
Union which were all readily pudlished by the pro-Russian

Latgian nevspaper Cizs. (¥)

4) Turnished the Russisns & complete roster of Latvian officers
both on active service or reserve, emphasizing those vhose
politicsl relisdijity toward the Soviet Union was question-
able. As many of these officers as could de located were
either imprisoned or deported. (R)

9. Bven though KALNIES olaims that his role of Political Commissar
of the Latvian Army was accepted Dy him as a possible means of alding the
Latvian psople especially since he had been requested to do this by Gene
eral BALODIS, and even though he claims that his position as Political
Commissar was only of a six weeks duratioa, such claims appear contrary
to fact. The Latvian Army under Soviet domination existed for a period
of three months during which time KALNINS was Political Commigsar. BSube
sequently this army as such was disbanded; however, a wamber of soldiers

and officers vere sutomatically transferred into the regular Russian Army.
(F and I) Having been relieved of his duties as Politéoal Comnissar -
merely because of the lask of a Latvian Army = KALNIEE became & lecturer
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- at the University of Riga vhere he lectured on tu. sudbjects of Marximm,

Leninism and how these theories are applied in the Soviet Union. (I and
partially ¥)

10, KALNINS whereabouts during the German occupation of Latvia
(1941 to 1945) cannot be established with accurasy. Howsver, upon cesst=
tion of hostilitiss hs bDegan to rise in Sweden as a very influential social
democrat and a Latvian who was engaged in assisting his fellow-countrymen
in that country providing they support his pretentions of becoming one of
the great Latvian Emigre leaders. (P, I and ¥) His connsction with various
Latvian emigre organisations stems merely from the fact that in view of the
death of his father, the leader of the Sooial Demoorats, Bruno KALNINS ine
heriting this position smst supply and approve the Social Democrats repre-
sentatives in any Latfian emigre organization which strive for a united
suigre representation. Past as well as present opponents of KALNIES,
especially Alfreds BERZINS, are the victims of viclous slander heaped upon
them by KALWINS through mumerous letters to influential persons and through
a Latvian nevspaper pudblished in Swedsn vhich he controle. (F and P)

11, The majority of Latvians outesids of their home country are both
enased and pussled by the immensity of power end influence vhich KALNINS
possessss in his dealings and his relationship with the Svedish govermment.
In part that is explained by the fact that the Swedish government is dom=
inated by the Soclal Democrats; some Latvians are certein that XALNINS
derives his power from Communist intereste. (R) The latter beilef is sube
stantiated in part by the following:

8) Reoently KALNINS and two of his supporters, one of whom,
Nintauts CAKSTE, is a relative by marrisge, proceeded to a
recent emigre conferense in London without the apparent
sponsorship of any ons particular organisation.

b) KALNINS has no visible means of support. (F)

¢) The former Latvian minister to Belgium, VALTERS, fm, &

staunch supporter of KALNINS, has offered to cover all exe
penses of any Latvian emigre of any stature who would be
willing to proceed to the United Nations assembly, for the
parpose of achieving further recognition of Latvia as an
independent country, providing such emigre permit YALPERS
to insert his views in any written memoraniums or correse
{m):hm and providing suoh emigre follow VALTERS dictation.
1

12. Of particular interest may be the feud in progress at present
between KALNINS and BERZINES. The former olaiming that BERZINS is one of
the triumvirate who participated in the coup in 1934 has been opposed and
has exterminated all principles of democracy in Latvia., (F) The apparent
truth of the matter is that BERZIXS, a nember at present of the Latvian
consultative panel of the NCFB (National Committes for a Free Burope) and
a person who is convinced that KALNIEB is in the employ of the Communists,
1s sttexmpting to Alsoredit him by all possible legal means. It ia notew
worthy that XALNIRS was sucocessful i accomplishing the removal of a meme
ber of this pansl « ABOLS, fmu « by means of discrediting letters to the
head of NCFE. EKALNINS has attempted to mccomplish the same in regard to
BERZINS but te date has been unsble to do so. (P and partially F)
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. 13, YVoldemars BASTJANIS, a sooial demoorat of the center-wing,
has been s lifeelong friend of XALEINS although & great deal of sumse
piofon that BASTIJANIS had collsborsted with the Russians in 1940 had
existed and had deterred his immigration to the U.S. he has recently
been permitted to cnter this oountry. During BABTJANIS's stay in
Germany hs frequently correspondsd wish XALNINS and for s short period
of time declared that he had bLroken his frievdship vith him. However,
st present he has again indicated his support of EALNINS, (P and 1)




