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VFVORANDUM
SUBJECT: Vmldemars LAVBFRGS +

1. On 2 March 19¢0, the Iatvian newspiper, *latviu Zinmas" in
Stockholm Sveden, ac: jaldemars LANDFRGS, editor of the nowepaper,
*Iatvija" in Gorrany, of being a Russian apent for the M'D during the .
first Soviet Occupation of Iatvia (1940-41)., "Subject denied this, as-
serting that "latvju Zinas" (a political opposition group) had alvays
attackrd the nationalist members of the Latvian Central Council, the
Iatvian Natiomal Council, and the latvian Central Cormittes. He stated
be had been subject to several severe interrogations by the MVD froa
S May 1941 to 9 Jume 1941, and claimed this could be verified by arrest
documents found in the MID office in Jelgava, latvia. He f: rther stated
he vas active in the " nderground in the regional cormittes of Zemgale
of the latvian Natioral Council. LAMBIRGS sssrrted that thie c~12d be
attested to by KonstantingfTAXSTE, Chairran of the Latvian Centrel
Couneil, and by the patiooalistic latvians at Jclgave. Further,
LAVBIRGS stated that ®latvju Zioas" would have to ansver to the law,

2, "latvju Zinas", in an artlole dated 23 Noverber 1950, ansvered
that they would be glad to go bofore a law court since they possessed
positive proof of their accusation. In~uiries made among forn-r mezbers
of the latvian Central Council in Zergale revealed that LAMBIRG! claime .
vere untrue. A "vell-informed Latvian resident” of Stockholm stated the r
follouing facts to be the case, Through threats and posaibly *third :
dogree wethods®, LAMBFNGS was intimidat<d into consenting to become an
informant., However, the information he furnished vas evidcntly without
velue to the Cheka. (Even his political op;orcnts among the latvians do
Bet 6laim that he hes betrayed any secrets or that as & result of his
inforration any {atvian'bas been or rould have been arrested by the Cheka).

In tte spring of 1941, the Cheka had gradually become more exacting and,
failing to receive valuable information from LAMBFRGS, had submitted him
to prolonged bearings. Shortly before the outbreak of the Russo~Germmn
War, TAMBFRGS took to the woods and hid until the Sovicts had bren expellsd
from latvia. 1950 report states that when tho Soviets had overrun
Istvia, all lavyers vere either arrested or previnted from following their
proefession, ILAMDIRGS vas permdtted, during tho period of thé Soviet
occupation, to contimue his law practice, a siteation vhich has pever been
oxplained. Subéect vas tried beforo & German military court vhoce find-
ings stated that LAMBFAGS had givan information tc the Saviet secret police,
btut because of the relative unimpo:tance of the infprmation, he vas re-
leased, Scurce of this information had considered LANDERGS &e & man of -
vestionable integrity, and perhaps even an agent of the Soviets, although
(source of the information) hirself had no persopal knowledge.

3. Other uncenfirmed 19°0 information stat-d that LAMBEROS! brother
vas gliven a post as station=master dvring the occi:pation and the brother's
son, Vi RGS, vas & "Russian agent® vho held & high political pos-
ition during 1940-41, subsequently fleeing from the Oesrmans to Russia
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vhers he is preseptly allegrd to be, During 19,0-41, Valdis vas
repu:ted to bave a strong leaning for Coxrunism. Also it vas
rurored that Valdis vas parechuted into Iatvia by the Russians

d ring the German occrupation. LANBIRGS reportedly had mo connect-
fons vith his nepbev,

4: One AlexandepYAEOLINS stated LAVBENGY roported to the
1atvian Contrel Committee that he, LAYE"RGS, wes in the enpPT of an
unknown Arericsu intelligonce a-ency, that he contacts on unknewn
Arerican in Avgst rg, vhom he had mot on two provious occasions, and
that although he had tmen granted a visa undor the DP program to
enter the US, he world remain indefinitely in Germsny to work for
this Averican inte'lip: noe ag:ncy. He 1s a)leged to have stated
further that bis work for tris egoncy is a stop;ing stone tovards
eor)oyrent by & higher intellipgcnce branch in washington, D.C. later,
1AMBIRGS reported that he wvms mo lonper vaorking for the American
4ntelligrnce agency sinc: t at agency had received a letter (contents . !
unknovn) from Vashinrton, D.C. advising then sudbject vas no longer .
to be exployed by thom, TANETRGS did not kmow the reason for this
termination of -oployment. IAMBTRGS vas droppoed as an inforrant
by EUCOM on 14 April 1950. A CIC ewalvation of LAMBFRGS stated.

*If subject vas in the empXY of an Arerican intelligence agency, he
had corpromised himself very thoroghly and efficiency and value have
been greatly red .ced by the allegaticn thet he was a secret informant

-for the W'D in lativa. Subject doss not ccommnd the respcet that he

once had exong the Iatvian refugee circles,.”

5. LAMBIRGS visited Sveden in connection uith his position in
the latvian Inferration Bureau, Funds of the ncwaperer "latvja" vere
at his disposal., Upon LAIBIPGS® rotirn teo Germany, it vas dlecovered
that sch of the money could mot te scrcurted for and that the nevs-
peaper vas in danger of bankruptey. At tho next meeting it vas decidod
to wake Iatvian economist, Alexander ALCIINS, director and oditor of
the pevspeper to rrovent tankruptcy of the raper. The explanation
offered for the use the monoy vaa put to im Sweden, a8 that "a trav-
eling editor has yany dutics and res; nsibilities in the ent rtainment
1ine® and made it appcar that ho had srent the monoy in this manner.
Subject had sleo publishod propaganda parphlets vhich had reduced the
working capital of the pevspaper by & ccnsiderable arount, This vas
done without the aprroval of the Iatvien C ntral Cosmittice and has
ocauded subject to stand in disfavor with papy of ‘he latvians.

6. Subject vas receiving reports of & positive inteCligence
nature from sources in Sweden, These reports vere vritten in either
Eoglish of latvian and concerned the sitvation im Russian~occupied Jatvia
at the time. Code symbols vere used in these reports vhich are believed
to be code designations for mames., These reports vers allegedly first-
band dinformation obtained {rom vithin latvia, They vere sent to LAMBERGS
from Sveden, where it 1s believed they vers composed. Also, subject
allegedly received mail under the cover hame, V. Vactemuieks, addressed
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: to tre Information Bureau of the latvian Central Committes, The mail
— received under this name was alleged to be espiorage reports which,

. 4n turn, vere forwarded to an A. MILRUDA vho vas eaid to be assoclated

vith an Amcrican intellirence agenoy, IAMBTIGS maintaincd cor:espond-

enoe vith m-uq&w__xgg_;n Sveden} both belong to the S~cial Democrate.

7. LAMBFRGS claimed in 1949 that his group in Sveden hsd contact
+with Iatviag he expressed intsrest in ccntacting an American intell-
igrnce ngency, whereupon an 0S0 representative met LAMD'PGS, The latter
- had only scxe anti-Soviet material %o offer. When the 0SO representa-
* tive declined this material, expressing interest only in operational
- inforsation, LAFBTRGS was taken atack by the rcquest. However, he ssid
R te would check vith other latvian lesders in the Western Zones. Come
* , -taet vas mintained with subject for OPC, Honvever, the lattor lost
intcrest in 1AVB. RGS in March 1930, IAMBIRGS and one Artur NFPARTS
vere said to have tied theraelves in with various inte)lipence organe
dsaticns, ani thore was s e talk of subjedt's Leing involved in o
latvian agrot netj hovever OPC'e represontative bad no knovledge of
L¥MBFRGCS nor the personeliiies invnlvod,

. 8, With regard to {nformation firnished by IAMBFRG3, 0SO ine
- formed OPC in & memorandum dated 3 October 1950 that "LAYDITCS has
provided to these of ices riacellansous items of inforpation, which
appear suthentic) ho.ever, they are daled and may have been secured
+ fron refigoes and not from contacts with tho latvian underground as
desired.,” This memo vas inspired vhen on 26 Septerber 1950, LAMBFPAS
wrote & letier adéressed to the DCI offering "objective information of
political, military, economic ev-nts and facts on the territory of
" latvia.® LAMBTRGS offered his pcrsonal services as vell as those of
his organization, stating at the time that Pwe have connections vith
the rrours of particans operating in Iatvia, as vell as the cénters
of the resistance movemsnts, petiing rather regularly information
from behind the curtain., Inforvation was also sent by us to Iatvia.
We had pever other resources as only our own," LAMBIFGS was turned
down, at the time, because "he wves & minor controversial persomlity
- apong latvian emigres and is not too well regarded by any obe group.
. ; While these accusations of his too close collaboration from 1940-41
* vith“the Sovicts, although may have some truth in them, it is not
_necessarily dacning wvhen vieved in ‘he context of the event at the
time, LAMBIRGS 1is of no interest to us because any association vith
him v11] evoke severes political repercissions arong latvian anti-
Sovict fordes and becaise he does not aprear to have any compensating
qualifications or capabilities which vould outveigh that one big dis-
advantape, At one tize he vas an informeant for CIC, but vas dropped
apparerntly for this very roason.®

*

9. LAVRF™QS has, in the linited States, sugrested at-one of the
meatings of the American Iatvian Association (ALA) that al) latvians im
the United States leave their presont church afriliations and suport
6 Iatvian Church in the United States., In view of the fact that mny
fatvian emigres in the Unitcd States were eponscred by local chw.rehes,
this sugrestion vas strongly opposed.
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