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On receipt of
I - mmmmsmwommam,

mamwmmmumnm

interviewed a:mmmm mentioned in
having ocntacted Professor NILSSON in mzm . j

has an interesting and detailed report on his coanversati th

and we are trenssd m\hrupmhm.

Report as stated - USC
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: " Reference is made to the attached roquut from Headquarters 4
e s mono ‘transnit the ' touo'tnc to’ ludquu'tort Apd J

Under a .\ut”} pretexs, I have i irviou'd MoKinney RUSSELL regarding
the oontact made Rl

USSELL and Victor with Professor Nils Ake FILSSON,
seian Iutltutc of the University of Stockholm. As indioated,
he oontaots oooure
from 6 to 11 December 1958. mm and FRANK were sent by Radio Liberation
to cover the Nobel awards., It is my|feeling that RUSSELL is the more disorest
of the two, and further that he would de & nore objective oburvor. Joo:ungl
Victor FRANK was not interviewed. e cowtwers made with

t with Profescor RILSSON was
through a personal friend of RUSSELL's, % that RUSSKLL and PRANK sotuslly
approached Professor FILSSON cold sinoce Ahey received no formal introduction
to him. Afser contacting him, they met/ him for lunch on 9 December 1958 and
subsequently visited bis offioce on 11l Pecember 1958. RUSSELL states that they
wanted to interview Profsssor NILSSOX arding the award to Boris PASTERRAK,
since, during & reoent visit to she &
PASTERNAK. The detailed socount of NILSSOM'as oonvcmtton with PASTERNAK was
published in an artiole written for the magasine, BILM (Bonniers Literariska
Magasin), ‘in Stookholm. In sddition to the details set forth in the artiole,
PASTERNAK had commented upon the freedom afforded writers in the Soviet Union.
In this conneotion, PASTERNAKX said to NILSSON that the Communists in the Soviet

Union very often prevent writers from saying what they want to say. Then, %
QG

turning to NILSS0N, he asked, "Exouse me, Professor, but you're not & Communist
are you?" RUSSEBLL interpreted this resark as indicative of the fact that
Professor HILSSON is not, in faoct, s Communist and he oited it as s resark which
NILSSON would hardly make if he were not in sympathy with PASTERNAK's philosophy
regarding the freedom of writers in the Soviet Union.

- Professor NILSSON recently uoto a book entitled Ibsen in Ruseia, which

) was written and published in German. For purposes of researching this bdook,

LSSON went to the Soviet Union in 1956. At .that time not only did he receive

laced at his disposal. He indiocated surprise to RUSSELL that suoch was the

Y), 2 visa to enter the Soviet Union bt ¥ILSSON recalled that every facility was
, p

l

cage in view of the faot that he felt all of his public statements and writings

had ipdicated that he has turned his back on the Soviets. In sddition, RUSSEBLL
\:nt that one of Professor NILSSON's employees at the Russian Institute is
%8‘

—
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-the '3‘11._49% [§_in _obarge of the library at the Wi
mﬁﬁ' and RUS poln t that he would be quite surprised if anyone

. o— - ==

Brun: T of o _Party.
KA as desorided :

of logical orientation of KALRINS would work for a so~cslled fellow
traveller Soviet sympathiser. He felt that this was further evidence that
KILSSON had) in fact, changed his opinions regarding the Soviets. In addition,
RUSSELL poinks out that the post as Direotor of the Rusoian Institute for the
University of\8tookholm is & mornunt post and ho felt that NILSSON would not
be allowed . to

RUSSELL continued by advising that not toom wne kno-n regarding the

smio bacKground of Professor m fle 48 however a Docount, tho:

main _in this e o his \J knoln to lie with the Sovictl..
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equivalent of an Assistant or Associste Professor, married, and it is delieved
that he has no ohildren. - Since the initisl oontascts in Stockholm, the
"inforwal exchange of information and materials” has oonsisted primarily in
the fact that Victor FRANK has forwarded to Professor NILSSON some unpublished
poems of PASTERNAK, while NILSSON has !‘orv'o‘r«d ‘t0 MoKinney RUSSELL some
naterial -he had on. TSCHEISCHWILI, the Oeorgian writer. It is not anticipated

that there will be any continued regular contact botween these individuals in
the future. :

Sunaing up, RUSSELL advised that in his opinion, NILSSO¥ possessed & very
favorable attitude toward the United States. He was well aware that RUSSELL
and FRANK represented Radio Iibderstion and that Radio Liberation, although &
privately sponsored organisation, was an imeriocan organisation and as such,
interested in promoting the Ameriocan way of life and desirous of poinsing out
t0 Soviet listencrs some of the disgtortions of the Soviet systeam. In spite

of this fact, not only was Professor NILSSOX personslly cordial but he

indicated in other ways to RUBSELL and to FRANK that his sympathies lay with
the West.

Another incident, substantiating this, was recounted by RUSSBLL. He
states that at the actusl Nobei award ceremony he met Heinrich BIRNBAUM, son
of Bsmbnuel BIRNBAUM, who is the editor of the "Sueddeutscher Zeitung®. Prior
$0 World War II, the BIRNBAUMS had gone to Sweden and after the war, Bmmanuel
BIRNRBAUM had returned to Munich where he now edits the newspaper. His son,
Heinrioh, however, has remained in Sweden and has married s Swedish girl. His
wife works for Professor NILSSON and, in addition, Heinrioch BIRNBAUM has
studied under and assooiated both professionally and socislly with Professor
NIL580W. 1In commenting on the professor, Heinrich BIRNBAUN, who has the
reputation of being anti-Comsunist, told RUSSELL that Professor KILSSOW is
%one 0f the few really top people in Swedish academic 1life today”. He advised
RUSSELL that the Swedish poopio needed many more such individuals in the
formulating of the charscter and the thinking of the youth of the country.

It was not possidle to question RUSSBLL further regarding spscific detalls
of NILSS0N's attitude toward the United States government. In all of his
comments, however, RUSSELL was emphatjo in ststing that Professor NILSS8ON was
not only personally cordial but ideologicslly seemed to be ocompletely in tune
with the West. In addition, as statsd above, “:“!fvrouod surprise that the
Soviets continued to $reat his with oordiality although he had, in his own
admission, turned his baok on'them.

~-and-

Plesse note that the comments made above by RUSSELL regarding
Professor aTe Teported as such. His estimats of KALNINS
does not, ho Ty seem to agree with that of Headquarters whioh
has disapproved KALNINS for oontaot.
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