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o govornacnt of M. Skujenieks, ho did not trust our state seourity
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[Follouing is the translation of »n articlo.by Kristapo
Dindeis in tho Latvian-lon uao nevspapor imorikns
Vestnyis, Yo 2., Boston, Mans., 15 Juno 1963,

Has X. Ule:nis n Nomonexual 7
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The 15th of Hay in o Ncw light
Tho former liinister of Toroign Affairs and Envoy, Folilns
Cielens, has just publishod tho second volume of his memoirs, in

N

which he disclones or :oscris some facts of oxtromo importanco in
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tho history of Latvia, which hnd never boen pudblichod bofore.
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In 193'{, vhon F. Ciclons uns o momber of the leftist

sgencles, ospeoially the Folitical Administration whioh was headed
by Ozollns,‘ a member of the Demooratic Centar. With the agreonent
of H. Shujonicks. Ciolens therefore established "a new pspooial

political intelligence orgin® which was *undor the Minigter of .
Foroien Affairs." In addition to Tresidoent Skujonioks, thio was
known only to the Social Demoorats, Miniator of Finance Bastjanis ‘
and State Controller Ivonovs, both of whom assigned the funds and

oz o

‘received accounting reports.
Tho third party member, F. Cielens, used this money to pay

tho salaries of somo young wmon, who had the job of shadowing
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politiciana of the ri_ht wing, espocliully K. Berys and K. Ulmanis,
as well as Genor:l Radzins. Among foreiim ropresontatives,

F. Cieolcns had the Lithuanian Leration under surveillance (at that
time tho authoritarion sovernmont of A\. Voldemaras was in power

in Lithuania), as well as British diplowats, espcoially the chief
of tho intolligones soction. Kelhorrion. I, Ciolons docs not say
whother ho had ~ny of Lh: rolpr«mmm\tlvnp of tho lvoviot imion
wnder survoillinco. llowever, immodiately n_l‘tor takdng ovi ™ his ,
officinl dutios, hc arranged a rubbit hunt J; tho farustuad of his
mother-in-law in Diloni. for tie Polish Ambassndor Lukagovics and
the Soviet .Ambassador Aralov, who was accompaniod by somo Chokist.

F. Cioclcns apnointed Sr Lt Sergojs Staprans as tho chief of

. bis secrot intclligenco organ; +the latter was the brother of a
well-known physician, :1lso a party member. Cielens nays the
following avbout . Staprons: “Ne was very woll suited for this
pogition, being a convinced Denoorat. alort, quiock, hard-working,
and honest. Staprans also recruited some veluablo informers,
who wero cmployod in rascist organications *

However, 3. 3tuprans' "rocord” does not justify the
flattering componts made about him by Ciolens. At some time in
the past he had"kidnapped" ‘ndrievs lliodra, vhé had tion become
Prine Minister. Staprans had reportod on this to the deposed
X. Ulmanis, who had admonished him:" Just don't drown him, don't
drdwn him." Staprans took Niedra in o small boat to northern
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Latvia; howover, vhile upending; the night ashore. XNiodra cscapod
from his “zbductor.” o out off his bLeaad vhich he buried under the
roots of a troc, :nd roturned to his job in Liopajs.

(n snother occanion, itaprans nrouscd somo talk whon he slappod
the fuco of .Arvads Borys in the hall of the Riga City Council because
Bergs had nade somo ot:tement he Aid mot 1iko. At that timo tho
school diroctor I'. Dzenis zlso proziccd to slap lorgs for como other
Toason.

The rostloss naturo of 3. Htapruny later took him to Argentina,

whoro ho yublished a neuspapor ¥l fHuso on  rontino (The Russian in

Argontina), with :: loftint slant. ¥. Ciclena writes in his book:

"Bore I would liko to blish come information which was
glven to mec by my seorct observars rogarding tho intimato pu;sonal
life of Iarlis Ulnanis. I+ was an open scorot in Riga that Ulmanis
was o homosexual, avoided women, but met with young men. The
reports I reccived from Stoprans froquently contained the comment:
"Last night tho favorito of Ulmanis, Vilhelms, n~¢ain opent the night
with him." Of courso, it was not possiblo to know what Ulmanis and
Vilholus actually did during the night. whothor thoy played cards,
or domino, or some othor nice games. Howevar, those observations
supported tho rumors that Ulmanis was & homosoxual. I would not
have said anything horTc about thic matter, if it hod morely con~
cerned the intimato porsonal 1ife of Ulmanis.

Personally, I am of tho opinion that homosexuality is a
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special alckness -nd thz‘i‘t no one saould bo aubjooi to juridioca=l or
moyal persecution bie~mwww o i, with the excention of orimes o ninast
minors. liowover, if I l;\u.!:e a rublic statcuwont herse about the homo~
ndxu:xlity of Farlis Ulmanio, I am doing so for important political
Teagona.  For the time boins T will sy only Lhat lmanin' love for
Vilholma later necouirad great nocinl ~md poelitical importanco, nince
Ulmanis, after having cooiio 2 dictator. ap ointod his Vilheclms to
a very hirh und resvonsible position. Very moon tho rumor sproad in
Hign that Vilihclm'z- wile wia n covial opy.  lHowuver, Ulcimin uas ao
fond of his Villxlgli.u: that he tristod him complotaly. Yo, teuly,
love makoes pooylo blindt. .*

The quaostion has arisen a8 to whothoer tho formexr hinistexr of
Porelm Affairs h1is not bion too hasiy in his as-ertions regarding
the other formoer linistcr of Forcign Affairs and the Presidont.

It is true, K. Nnanis was not knowm as a women'’s man, but perhaps
politios and yublio 1ive occuricd him 0o complotely that thore was

no room for any o tho lorms of love mentionud by ¥. Uiolons. For
e::anplé, the well-lmown 3wodish prolfeoasor of nodicine at tho Latvian -
University, Gaston Baciman, used to say: "Scionce is my wife," but

that did net make snyono suspect him of homosoxuality. It is true
that “K. Ulaanig uas often seon in the company of V. Huntors, but
Yrumors” aroe not the e an im "open seorot” whioh han io be o
oont‘;"-:rmod by evidonoco.

It is pozsible that ihunsors. who had lmdvn how to make
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himcelf irdispens-dle o Lluaniu, kid becn in the servico of the
Ruesians oven onxrlier. acsordin; to tho ovinions of somo Latvian
journalists living abrowd. Sy tikc wuy, in othor parts o the book
under roviaw ¥, Clolens praisac tho nbilitles and industriouunosc
of Muntors. ~u wali 5 tho "ocomomic intormntion” collceind by him.
Ho alzo mentiont Duntesi sas o wibhesss to the vozitive ov-lnation of
tha trade sprecarnt cotcludod wilh oviet Seeia by hin.

In addéition to starrang nnd his stwiont=informers, *. Ciolens
also had a "colle Aiua" Yor "demooratination” of the isrmy during the
timo ho wan in ufrice o minintir. tie calls it hia "chief staff"
for "suppressing ithe anli-dimocratic rcbellion.” lloro too ho
pontions sonc namoc which do not inuyire a greoat dosl of confidence.
In addition to Jturrans, hic moniions Col Klaving, who later became
a genernl and wont over to the Bolsheviks. Thon. Lt Col Freimanis
who, if we sre not mistakon, collaboratod with the Cormans. The
committco 2lsmo included Lt Codl V. Ozols who joinod the Rolohevils
in 1917. but lator served in our Army.  Hiniater Bangorskic of
the loftist government had turned down Cielena' ow;ostion to
rromote Ozolos to 2 highar vosition. During lorld War II. Ozols
was in Forias, vherc ko u-s said to hovc been in the service of the
Russiens. lie retwrned Lo decunied iatvia. where he gavo loctures
atxtke on military socicuces.

F. Cielens considoval tho 4th Valmiora Infuntry Rogiment to

be loyul to domoorucy. i.uo. to Lho socialisty, and ho also roliod

EERRY
s ey

et i e

-

L A

o3 ot e et

1
- AR L o - TR,




| 7
. M - .
3
. !
. st one tine » momber of . rielens' "stafl." K. Ulmonis hed oxiled i
v V. Ogole from Latviz sonc tias beiore 15 lay, but at the 1:3% moaont 3
- he had still told icuders thnt it wan neoossary to talie security
monsures to funrd nonirnat the follower: of Osols. %
’ In the fateiul month of doy. thoe Benjuminu cimo to .00 F. Ciolenu i
in Farig; thoy wsre probadly worriod .bout the'r nillionn.  Thay told ,
him they had relisble information that K. Ulmanis was yplauning a ooup ; :
\ ) d'otnt. e week borere thaovertinod! inpmors oiuwjoniolkn arrivad z I:’ !
: Lo visib hin Criead Peot the degs of Lhe Gevolntion. and bo oonfirmed .,/. '
thin intormation. Lagentern: binted st e himelf would aluao ko '/"'
4 part in the new gov. ovaent. "You could stay here nn wn cnvoy, if ;
’ you like." he told Ci.lens at the timo ho whs lozvinc. 1«'/ H
~ Ciclcns sconl tho im, ortant infortation to party chairaan 4 v
é‘ dlondera in RNiga. ashkin: hin to dclay tho coup d'otat. [liouwover, ’ 7
1 ) F : tienders (in the woxds o: Ci-lono) was "lire a weom in A drean." Sven ‘
S . vhen Sruno nlninc ormad hine he chuciornly eepers bod ket Ulmands i :
) uyng a conyinesd Bonoerst, who would not violste thoe Conutitution.
lienders considered Hw-o celwina, lender of the modorate wing of the ’ i
o _ Peasants' Union, to Lo ruch nore dengerous. Finally, on the day ’
of the overthrow, llonders uas told that the "Aicsari® [’Ha.tional :
Guards 7 from tho rural resions uoro approaching Risa. He con— ' 1 .
sidored it bost to ank hewis hinnelr., who roassured thn oxperionced '} .
"gonoypirater” by sayin. tint salcty mowwees wore boin:: tnken to ’
‘ guard aZeinct an upriaing of Col Vzols' followers. ‘ ;
"! In several ohapters of the book, F. Ciolens gives vant to bis E .
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’.' on 350 worker-athletss. under tho command of Irure inlnius. To nrm
R
them, . Ciclena hud rurchas<d wezpons abrozd: theso wonzons wors Tound
- in the night of 15 ¥ay -t tie homes of the derutics B, Ialnins. T. Ulpe

And T, Colms. o forous "subordinit-d® to Clolons, the sepror-athlotes ;
ad the Ath Lnatey baioent, had aleceidy onco in bthe past beon
mobiliced” sl tund . cbnndly held Lhe eity of dien in their power.
This bapponed at tho Liwe when o' Cielins wus Winictor of Foroirn ;
Affadirs wnd tho JTarlianend hid votcd for the ratilic:tion of the ; i
treaty he had ocmoluded with the Joviot Union. If an;thing had gone ; '

wrong uith :fil:o volim:, ti{ tould have Lean noccouaary only to nress a
button and"'y.por!m;'-;: ovon then, in 1927, ue would have beun roiaed in ; i
by a dlotatorshiy, only headed by difforunt persons.

For quito somo ti;n-a bofara 15 bay 1934 and tho chanjos following

it, the idea of 2 dlotatorszhip had been "in the air." lariss Vetra

v relates in his memoirs that an intermedizry from tho group of Col

V. Ozols had apjproschod him and oifored him the rosition of Hinister :
of lZducation. ithen on i certain morning in Hay Vetra arrived for .
rohearssls at the Upexra, Inupootor C. ¥rolls told him what had

haprened. Then Ii. Votra asked who had curxried out the coup d'otat

At

and was groatly rolioved vhon he heard the namos of Ulmanis and

Balodis, sinco it would now uppar< 11y not be noce.zary for hia , , Y
to amumo tho job of hinistor of riduc:ition. »
%3
Pr. Menders, at th:t tine lovdor of the .ociul Democrats, ?’ ;

#as most of a2ll atrnid of t-is same (zols, ovon though 0zole was
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angor against the fornor Joolal- onocrit rzpty jovernment, ncounin: it
of being too crodulsus and shortsi-htsd. lowover, irom our prosont
voint of vimr, the uncli..tueh d ovonts off “ny 15¢h mry havo had a
differcent oxpl-nasion. 3. taining wnd J, Kacklins coint to tho
A

testimony of JA. Rliwe taat. befere tac events of iny 15th  the
ormanizers of thin action had "soundsd out" i:oscow and, apparontly,
had recoivid o alSivranbive cuawor.  uno aghoulil yanonher that
¥, Mondeara, whio Froin oetes at bk L, wan Bha reprogaantative of
the lettinl wing: o Bic cacty sasl wan ociendel toward Honeow. 1o
may uave veon intormnd of everythin; in advonoe ~nd may havo
receivad instructions not to tilie zny countermeasurcs.

Taiaz i3 oma o2 3he st iuyordint oirounsiunces which is
revorled in the no volwn2 ov ». Ciclenst woaciya. The ook 2lio

containg »  aeat.desl o otuer imveriniion  to vhich wo ahall refer

another tis..
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