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EXAMINING OFFICER TO WITNESS:(Through Officiel Interpreter.)

Q. TYou are advised that I am an officer of the Immigration and
daturalirzation Service, authorired by lsw to administer oaths
and to take ovidence in connection with the enforcement of the
Immigration laws. I desire to questisn you at this time regarding
your right to be and remsin in the United States, Any statement
wvhich you make should be voluntary and you are heicdr warned that

A such ~ statement may be used aganinst you. Do you understand?

. YF.B-

Q. TYou are further advised that it is your privilege to have a
relative or friend present during this examination. "It e undere
stood that the presence of such person shall be sabject to the
condition tbat he shall mct simply As an observer, Do you undorstand?

A, TYes. (Wo one. presént') )

Q. ¥Will you please stand and raise your right hand?

A, (Witness complits.)

Q. Do you. |olemm1y swear that all the statements you. are nbout to nako ERy
will be the truth, the vholo truth, and- nothing bat tho truth, so holp
you Godl.

A, I do.
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- Have yon ever heen arrested in the United Statoa‘bf'1niany_othar_conntryt.
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You are informed that if you wilfully and knowingly give false
testimony concerning a mnterial fact during thase proceedings,
you may be prosecuted fozr the crime of perjury, the penalty
for which is a fine of not more than $2,000 and 1npr1|onmenh
of not more than five years. Do you understand?

“Yea,

What is your full, true, a1d correct nare?
ELMAR KEERD, I have never used any other naue,

¥hen and where were you born?
Harch 23. 1912 in Tartu, Estonia.

Are you married or single?

Married- I oconsider myself divorced in view of the facy that when
the Russians over-ran Estonia they promlgated a law whsreby all
married women in that ocountry wbose husbands were not in the
country had to apply for divorce and it is my undsrstanding thas

ny wife did apply for such divorce, and that she lived with another
man, and it is also my understandng that under Bulsian laws that
that divorce is a legal divorce, ,

Where do you live at the present time?
242 East 34th Street, Now York City, Room 25, on the fourth floor.

What i- your usual oca1pation? ‘ _ ' S E
I vas a State Attorney when I was in Xstonie, : B

Whre and how are you now employed? N
Now I an’ employed by Manhattan Water Proofing Joe, 390 Peal Street, SR
Hew York City, as a house painter, T

Have you had any other employment since your arrival i1 the United : R
States? L
Firet I worked as a lhinoing clerk for Charlas and Co, Hadiuon Avemue
betwsen 42nd and U3rd Street and then f~r Steinway and Co. in- Astoria
as a laborer and now in the Manhattan Water Proofing: Co.

HO. ‘ . -' ' . . . . )

Are you now or have you ever been a member of the Conmuniat Party?
No. .

What is your opinlon of Communium?

vers. placed 1n. nono .ort ot ponal 1nstitution th_ror

¥nat 1o your opinuon of the Yazi and Faloinﬁ ronr..af Govurnment?

~
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A‘ Russinans, and I procseded to. unpltald whers I stayed for three dayl.'
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1 30 not have a gaod opinion of thece two forms of governmant
becauee they both deaire to wnnquich all Furope and to mnke

her nopulatisna which were non-Gerri-us or non-Italirns as their
veseals, and they ars both dictator1al forms of goverament which
I do not anprove.

Wt form of gouvernment do you anprove!? }
I beliave thnt fres democratic governmehts are tha best,

Have you had any military servico?

I wao in & military echool from 1931 to 1932 in Estonia, but I

dié not smerve in an active capncity in any arny. 1 was pnt ia the
Resarve bacaure of my standing as a jurist, .

War this an officer's school that you attended?
It vaa for Reserver Ufficers,

¥mt rank did you hold?l :
I wns 2nd Lieutensnt. 1 was mobilized by the Xstonian Government

vhich receiv-~d from the occupying German Armad Porces some sort
an autonomy and served. in the Zstonian Army from about March 104U
to about KHerch 1915, When the Germana were evacusting Estonia,
soee unitc of the Estonfian Army were going with the Germans and I’
served in the *stoninn Armj under tha sgupe rvision of the German

M‘EU .

ithen did you officially sever your ralstizns with the Army?
¥arch or April 1945, Thereaftsr, I nprnt one month in a Cerren

Army hospital up until May, 165,

Were yau wounded?

Jo.

Wmt transpired after that? - : v
L laft the hospital about tha end of lay or the beginning sf June,
1915 and at first I was in Reicheabarg, then Z{Vteu and in Gern,

Germny. Before wuy discharge fraam the hospitel, I wns given civilian

clothag nnd 1 reecumed my civilinn strtus.in Oerr, I was in a retugee
carm. It wae a camp for refugerr under intarnertiosnal supervielon,
Abont Juhe 20, 1QU5, I.decided to quit this camm because rumo

held {t that the Province of Turingn would be turned over fo the

(Sanlfeld was in ths American Zone.) nnd then I arrived about
Juns 23, 10U5 Ln Annbach,” Bavaria where I ataved n month and

then I nroceeded. to “the Province of “urttendirg to a.town, called
Sohwabisch Balle whare 1 stayed for twy months until hay 1 ldhs.
then I want to Hamburg. vhich wng in the British Zone.mad .1 stayed
thare until Marah 7, 1947 audithen 1' left for Sweien. where I arrived

on Harch 10, 1947,
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Qe After you escaned from your internment, were you At any tim«

under the control of the Ruscian Army?
A, No, During my ¢ntire stay in tha American and Britiah Zones,

1 had wue status of D,P, all the time.

-

Q. Did you ever attend any espionage or saboteur school in any

country?
A, Xo. o .

Wnat branch of the arzy did you epecialize in?
In the Infantry. :

Fe

Have you heaard from jour wife e nce you left Estonia?
Tes, when I was in Sweden I received two cerds from her in the
summer of 1947, They were delivered to me by hand through mutual

friends,

e

N, You stated before that you were a jurist in your native country,
Did you ever hold any other position in that courntry or had any

other kind of work?
A, Ho.

Q. Is this an aprointed Job that you held with tho Estonlen Government!? i
A, I was anpointed. ' o

R, Dig you hold that anpointmeht at anj time when Estonia was dominated

by the Russian authorities? .
. TFo, only during the time thnt Tstonia was independent.

4, After you went to Sweden, were ynu employed and in what 6apac1ty?
4. I worked as.a helpor in m textile factory in Uddevalla, Sweden.
Q. Do you bave any children? |
Ao HO.
Q, Do you have any relstives living in the United Statel?
& Fo.
Q. Do you have any other close relatives living abroad?
A, I Imve a couein in Montreri, Canada., My parenta are in Ectonia
and I do not know whether they are alive or not., -
Q  ¥hen 1s the last time you heard from them? .
A, 1947 when I was otill in Sweden, = s
BT,
d. VWere you ever required to became a membsr of the Kaui Party while
you served. under the German occunationl
Preusure was pnt on the Estonians to join the Party and advantagel were

F

given to those who é1d join, btu% I personally did not Join,
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Q  In view of the fact that your wife and your mother and father
are presumadly residing in Estonia, in your opinion,could this
fnct be used as a threat to yon to varform any service for a
foreign power?

A, No, 1 would not let myself be influenced or thrust into the
Esrvice of a foreign vowoer even thrugh my family is in Estonia i
‘hecause I could not help my family under any circumstances and I L
would not be in the position to know whether or not such foroign
powver would carry out any promises they would make,

Q. During the voyage to the United States in the sciooner *Prolific",
did you suspest any of the other memders of your group of dbeing
Communists or eympathetic to the Communiet ideals?

A, Even though there were some members of the party which undertook -
the voyasge with me to the United States, who weras not known to A
me nersonally, I believe I can state that there were no Communists
at all 4n that party.

Do you bhave any additional statementu that you would like to make?
Fo-except all I want to say is that I trust the United States
Government to permit me to stay permanently and 1f I wounld have
the knowledge that I oan do so thea I would take all stepe to -
learn the langusge in this country. ZThis is a free democratic
country and I wonld really enjoy living here,

Qb P

HEARING CLOSKD. ' :

I hereby certify that the foregoing coneisting of five (5) pages is
a trus and correct transcript of the stenographioc notes taken by xe
- in this matter on April 26, 19us,

By 6L, lco




Qe
A,

A6 971 808 DP
Hgve vou ever been a member of any politionl partyT
No. .

fikat organlzutions or 3001ctiv have ym Lalongad to outside of the

Unitod Stataes?

No political organizationa. T wos o moTher of a Juriet asinclation
in Tartu 4o 1940, I Sweden 1 belonged to a textile fastory workers
ualon. ‘It was neoossary to belon: to theso unions in order to work

at the faotory.

lhat organizntionl have. you bol nged to in the United States?
Rrotherhond of Yalrkers, lecorntors tnd Paper Hangors, Lonal #1011,
New York City. I have been a nmumbcr sines Juno 1961, I amal. - a
wember of the World Assooclation nf Hstoaiuns in New York City since
1948, I am also a member of the Society for the Independent Veterans
of Lstonia in New York City since 1949. T ax also & member of the
Estonian Educational Society of Now Yorx, 243 Zast 34th Strect,
sinos 1949. I am also & membor of ttra Estonian Lutheran Church
whioh 18 presently using the I'«zilltics of the Luthernn Church at

123 Miost 7lnt Stroet, New Yori City.

Are you now or have you ever been a member or affiliated with the

Communist Party anywhere in the United States or in any other ocountry

in the warld?
No.

Were you aver in favor of Naxism and Fasciam?
HO.

, From what oountry do you olaim to be displaced?

natonic,

Why do you believe that you are a person displaced from Estonia?
Bocouse that ﬂountry is presently undor the domination of Soviet

Gasia.

Jre you opposed to the present gjovernmant in control in Estonia?

Yoos., "

Why?

I have been living one year under Russian ocoupatioq between 1940 and

1941 and since then I have enough experiencoe to know what it means to -

1ive under the Ruzsien oocoupation, beocauss during this year- thoy
arrosted and deported all the leaders of the Estonian Government, of
the Batonian Army aud of the Intelligence of tho Estonian Ropublio.

Y.
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Over 60,000 porsoans were deported to Russia in those days and there
are no news from these persons and if there is, these persons are
living under the moest inhuman conditions and they are starving and
they are freering to death.

Are you opposed to Communism itself?

Yes, booause it is perfectly inhuman and it i1e destroying all the
cultural worlde It is a perfect terror. "hen the Commnists ccoupled
Estonia, ‘it was part already of the Kuseian Army and then all the
prisoners were releaessd from the prisons and all these persons who
were thisves or murderers, these becames the rulers. The Estonian
Police was fired and those were then the polioemen, #o that everybody
was afrald and nobody oould sleep in peace, because you never inew
when someone was knooking at the door and was coming for us.

Would you fear perseoution if you should return to Estonia at the
preeent time ?
I will be hung. v .

‘Wh_ﬂ )
First of all, I know it from my own experience, that all those men

ware killed or arrested who have been ever fighting against the
Comaunists. I% my be even twenty yoars ago and this is the reason
number one. Th.era was en indepondeunt war between the Eatonian
people and the Communists between 1818 and 1920 and that is the
beginning when the Estoniens started their fight ageinst Communiem
and I will say this fight has not oome to the end until now beoause
the Lstonian men are fighting in Korea now.

You believe you would be subjeot to persecution because of the faot
that you fought in the Estonian Army against uuiun Armies? Is
that oorrect?

Yos. I am still living in another country. I didn't retwrn when the
war was over. I was.working in the years of the 1ndopondenoo. I was
working with the President for this regime.

Then you believe you would be. subjeot to persscution because aof yow
opposition to Communism. Is that oorrect?
Yeos. _ &

"Since leaving Batonia in 1944, have you been admitted to oy oowntry
-with the privilogo of pornument residence?

No.

1. there anything more you wish to say in your ovn bohalf before the
end of this hearing? :

I haven't anything to uy beocause 1 hope that all the reasons why
this situation ocame are explained now. All these refugees who are

oy P




