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EXAMINING OFFICER TO WITNESS: (Through Official Interpreter.)

Q. ToU are advised that I am an officer of the Immigration and
Naturalization Service, authori7ed by law to administer oaths
and to take. evidence in connection with the enforcement of the
Immigration laws. I desire to question you at this time regarding
your right to be and remain - in the, Unit ed States. Any " statement
which you make should, be voluntary and you are hei,v warned that
such n. statement may be used against you. Do you understand?

A,. Yes.

Q.. You are farther advised that it is your privilege to have a
relative or friend present during this examination. It is•
stood that the presence of such person shall be subject to the
condition that he shall act simply as an observer. Ds you understand?

A. Yes.	 (No one present.)

Q. Will you olease stand and raise your right hand?
A. (Witness complies.)

4. Do you solemnly swear that all the statements you are about to stake
will be the truth, the whole truth, and-nothing but the truth, so help
you God?

A. I do.
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az. You are informed that if you wilfully and knowingly give false
testimony concerning a material fact during these proceedings,
you may be prosecuted for the crime of perjury, the penalty
for Which is a fine of not more than $2,000 sad imprisooment
of not more than five years. Do you understood?

A. 'Ts.

Q, What is your fall, true, and correct name?
A. LMAR ERD. I have never used any other naLe.

When and where were you born?
A. March 23, 1912 in Tartu, Rstonia.

Q, Are you married or single?
A. Married— I consider myself divorced in view of the !nos that When

the Russians over—ran Nstonia they promulgated a law whsrebY all
married women in that ojuntry whose husbands were not in the
country had to apply for divorce and it is my understanding that .
my wife did apply for such aivorce. and that she, lived with another
man, and it is also my understandng that under Russian laws that
that divorce is a legal divorce.

Q,. Where do you live at the present time?
A. 242 Rost 34th Street, New York City, ROOM 25, on the fourth floor.

Q.. What is your usual ocenuation?
A. I was a State Attorney when I VAS in Mstonitv.

Q, WhIrQ and how are you now employed?
A. Nov I ay. employed by Manhattan Water Proofing lo., 390 Pend Street,

New York City, as a house painter.

Q.. Rave you had any other employment since your arrival ii. the United
States?	 •

A. , First I worked as a shipping clerk for Charles and Co. Madison Avenue
between 42nd and 43rd Street and then fv.: . Steinweiiand Co in:Aitoria.
as a laborer and now in the Manhattan Water PrOofing:CO.'

Q, - Have you ever been arrested in the United State. or in any other country?.
A. 	 No.

Q. Are you now or hare you ever been a member of the Communist Party?:
A. No.

Q, What is your opinion of Communism?„
A. I livid under the Communist governmentperso flal

•xerisnce. lead me to bel!eve that it is r. ery bM sort of government.
Some of my cood .friendi, Were dePOrt71 to 61b.rrn by he Communists and
were placed in some sort ofpona/,.instituticia:.there..

C. What is your opinion of the Waal and rasoist torn af GOvorament?

2



O3O0-262319 Pt. 0,

A. I do not have a good opinion of the , e two forms of government
becauee they both desire to ynnquic.h all urope and to make
her nopulatiens which weranoa-Gerrne or non-Italians as their
vessele, and they are both dictatorial forms of government which
I do not annrove.

Q. W1irt forn of government do you aeprove?
A, I believe that free democratic governments are the best.

Q. HA70 you had any militnry service?
A. I was in a militnry school from 1931 to 1432 in Estonia, but I

did not nerve in an active capecity in Any aray. I was put in the
Reeerve because of my standing as a jurist,

C4. Wen thin an officer s !' edhool that you attended?
A, It WRR for Reserver Officers,

whet rank did you hold?
A. I WA8 2nd Lieutenant. I was mobilized by the Eetonien Government

vh:ch receiv-d from the occupying German Armed Yorcee some sort
an autonomy and served, in the 3stonian Army from about March 044
to about March 1945. When the Germane were evacuating Zstonia.
GONe unite of the Estonian Army were going with the Germans and
served in the ..I stonian Army under the superlieion of the German
Army.

(4.. Mien did you officially sever your re1eti7ins with the Army?
A. Merch or April 19h5. Thereafter. I en ent one month in a German

&my hospital up until May, 1C445.

Were you wounded?
A. NO.

it transpired after that?
I loft the hospital about the end of 11-ty or the beginning of June,
1945 and at first I vns . in Reichenberg, then 2ittru and in Gera,
Germany. Before my dischnrge fro the, hospitel, I was . given civilian
clothes and I remumed my ciul1inn stntus.in Gera, I was in n refugee
camp. It was a camp for refugee under internetimel supervision.
About Juhe 20, 1945, IAecided to quit thit cnmp becnnee
hold It that the Province of Turinjn would be turned over to the
Rueeinns. and I proceeded lo.Saelfeld, where I . stayed. for:three days...,
CSeolfeld Wae in the AmericanZone.) and Chen I arrived about
June 23,. 1945:1,U • Annbachevaria ,there I stayed a.mOnth;aud,.
then I proceeded,tn:- thaProvince of Wuktenbirg . to n.t6V10ealled
f.;ohvabisch Ealle,where I stayed for two months until7riar . :1". 19.45.
then I went to Hamburg, which wne in the British Zone . ..ad : I ' stayed
thare until March 7.. 1947 cuicnthn I'laft for Seen.-where I arrived
on ' Earch 10, 1947,

A.
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Q, After you escaned from your internment, were you at any time
under the control of the Rusnian Army?

A. NO, During my entire stay in the American and British Zones.
I had wail status of .D.P. all the time.

Q Did you ever attend any espionage or saboteur school in any
country?

A. No.

Whet branch of the army did you specialize in?
A. In the Infantry.

441. Rave you heard fro n your wife eince you left Mstonia?
A. Yes, when I was in Sweden I received two cards from her in the

summer of 1947. They were delivered to me by band through mutual
friends.

'You stated before that you were a jurist in your native, country,
Did you ever hold any other position in that country or had any
other kind of work?

A. No.

Q. Is this an appointed job that you held with the Estonian Government?
A

• 

.1 was appointed.

Q,• Did you hold that anpointment at any time when Bstonia was dominated.77j
.by the Russian authorities?
No, only during the time thnt 74stonia WAS independent.	 • ;7

A

`44 After you went to Sweden, were ynu employed and in what Capacity?
• worked ns . a helper in a textile factor,' in Uddevalla, Sweden.

Q.. Do you have any children?
A. No.

4. Do you have any relatives living in the United States?
Al. go.

Q. Do you have any other close relatives living abroad?
A. I have a . cousin in Montreti, Canada. Hy parents are in Estonia

and I do not know whether they are alive or not. •

Q. When is the last time you heard from thcm?
A. - 2.947 when I was otill in Sweden.

(44 Were you ever required to become a member of the Nazi Party While
you served under the German occupation?

A. Preesure was put on the Netoniane to join the Party and advantages were
given to hose who did .'!oin, but I personally did not join,.
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(4 I n view of the fact that your wife and your mother and father
are presumably residing in Zstonin, in your opinion,could thii
fact be used as a. threat to you to perform any service for a
foreign power?

A. No. I would not let myself be influenced or throat into the
fiervice of a foreign oower even though my family is in Zstonia
'because I could not help myfamily under any circumstances and I
would not be in the position to know whether or not such foreign
power would carry out any proMisee they would make.

DIring the voyage to the United States in the sChooner
did you suspect any of the other members of your group of being
Communists or sympathetic to the Communist ideals?

A. 14en though there were some members of the party which undertook
the voyage with me to the United States, who were not known to
me personally, I believe I can state that there were no Communists
at all in that party.

Do you have any additional statement o that you would like to make?
No-except all I want to say is that I trust the United States
Government to permit me . to stay permanently and if I would have
the knowledge that I can do so then I would take all step e to'
learn the lancomge in this country. This is a free democratic
country and I would really enjoy living here.

REARING CLOSVD.

hereby certify that the foregoing consisting of five (5) pages is
a true and correct transcript of the etenographic notes taken by sw,
in- this matter on April 26, 1949,

Q.
A,
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da ys you ever been a meMber of any politioal party?
A. No.

Q. That orcanizutions or sooicties ha-e ynu b e longed to outside of the
Unitod States?

A. No political organizations. 7 was a member of a jurist avmoiation
in Tartu in 1940. I Sweden 1 belonged to a textile faotory workers
union. It was necessary to belont: to thcso unions( in order to work
at the factory.

Q. 't hat organizations have you bel /16 ed to in thr United Stetes?
A. Brotherhood of ljnirlears, recorators hnd Poper tio.ngers, Lonal #1011,

Now York City. I have been a member since Juno 1961. I am al. • a
member of the I7or1d Aszooiation nf i;stonitins in New York City Dines
1949. I an also a. member of the So.:isty for the Independent Veterans
of estonia in New York City since 1949. T	 also a member of the
Estonian Educational Society of Now rorK, 243 East 34th Street,
sinoo 1949. I am also a member of the Estonian Lutheran Church
which is presently using the f	 1it.i	 of the Lutheran Church at
123 nest 71st Stroet, New York City.

Q. Are you now or have you ever been a member or affiliated with the
Communist Party anywhere in the United States or in any other country'
in the wcr ld?

A. No.

Were you over in favor. of Nazism and Fascism?
A. No.

Q. From what country do you claim to be displaced?
A.'Estonia.

Q. Why do you believe that you are a person displaoed from Estonia?
A. Bocouse that country is presently undor the domination of Soviet

L'ussia.

Q. Are you opposed to the present go yernmp nt in control in Estonia?
A. yes.-

(.t. Why?
A. I have been living one year under Russian occupation between 1940 and

1941. and since then I have enough experience to know what it means to
live under the RuJsian occupation, because during this ...Year,...they
arrested and deported all the leaders of the Estonian • OO'reinatint, Of
the Estonian Army and of the Intelligence of the Es-tonian'.Republio.
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Over 60,000 persons were deported to Russia in those days and there
are no news from these persons and if there is, these persons are
living under the most inhuman oonditions and they ar• starving and
they are freezing to death.

Q. jr. you opposed to Communism itself?
A. Yes, bectauee it is perfectly inhuman and it is destroying all the

cultural world. It is a perfect terror. "hen the Communists ocoupied
Estonia, it was pert already of the Russian Army and then all the
prisoners were released from the prisons and all these persons who
were thieves or zurderers, these became the rulers. The Estonian
Polio. was fired and those were then the polioemen, so that everybody
was afraid and nobody could sleep in peace, because you never knew
when someone was knooking at the door and was coming for us.

Q. Would you fear persecution if you should return to Estonia at the
present time?

A. I will be hung.

Q. Why?
A. First of all, I know it from my own experienoe, that all those men

were killed or arrested who have been ever fighting against the
Commtuaists. It my be even twenty years ago and this is the reason
number one. There was an independent war between the Estonian
people and the Communists between 1918 and 1920 and that is the
beginning when the Estonians started their fight against Communism
and I will say this fight has not ocee to the end until now because
the Estonian men are fighting in Korea now.

Q. Iou believe you would be subject to persecution because of the fact
that you fought in the Estonian Army against uneaten Armies? Is
that correct?

A. Yes. I am still living in another country. I didn't return when the
war was over. I was.working in the years of the independence. I was
working with the President for this regime.

Q. Then iou believe you would be subjeot to persecution because of you-
opposition to CoszErunism. Ie that oorreot?

A . Yee.

S ince leaving Estonia in 1944, have you been admitted to any country
with the privilege of permanent residence?

A. NO.

Q. ii there anything more you wish to say in your own behalf before the
end of this hearing?

A. I haven't anything to say because I hope that all the reasons why
this situation came are explained now. All these refugees who are
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