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KODAMA YOSHIO

a. Covert Rijghtist Activities: Kodama Yoshio, noted ultre-
nationalist and pan-hsiznist who is still purged from public office, was

N born in Fukushima Prefecture, J.pan, on 18 Feb 11, the son of "samurei"
o renking Kodema Torishirc. Although his formal education consisted of com-
’ pleting only primery school and second-year evening sessions at Zenrin Com-
mercial School, Ryuzan, Korca, he has bscome a learned man through private
study, mainly in socisl ideologies, Nationalist teachers Okawa Shumei,
Imaizumi Teisuke, and Kasaki Ryamei, together with ambitious opportunism,
doubtlessly contributed to his fanatical nationalistic proclivities,

Still a comparatively young man, of high intelligence and strong per—
sonzl magnetism, he poses 2 subversive -potentisl which cannot be ignored.
Since his relezse in Dec 48 from Sugemo Prison to which he was sentenced as’
& Class "A" war criminal, Kodama has been forced to conduct his possibly

+11légel and dangerous activities“covertly., Reports of his influentisl .
leudership in the revival of netionalist organizations and in shedy bL.ck—
market transact:.ons are both insistent :nd w:.despre=d.

b. Iouthful Deslre For Power: Kodéama, following the death of his - o

mother when he w&as eight years old, was teken by his father to live with &
sister in Seoul; EKorea, A disagreement with his sister and yearning for

his netive village brought him back to Japan the fo.uowing year, He return- -
ed to Seoul two years later, finished primary school, and sttended night . -
'.comercial school after the day's work in 2 factory. Back in Tokyo at-the
“age of 15, with, in his own words, "the ambition®of becoming a powerfulmin-
dividuel, " he worked in fectories under- exhausting child.labor conditions, =
yet managed toattend m.ght school’ spasmccuca].ly, where he studied social, - ¢
ideologicéal and politicel issues. K : e -

D In Feb 29 he Jjoined the: antl-Commum.st National Conat.x-uction Society
! (Kenkoku Kai) "becmuse it advocated orgenization of enti—Comminist 12bor: un
. ~ions,” and aimed &t the overthrow of financial cliques and plutocratic gov—
* ernméfit," One member of the society ‘with whom Kodama is- reported to have :
“kept up close: ralatxons to this date, is the®rightist critic Tsukui, Tatsuo, o
- presently believed active in nationalistic circles. The first of & ‘geries;
"of ‘2rrests .and; imprisonmefits followed -Kodama's. presentation in ov. 29 of'a
petition to the Emperor in the neame of the*Netional Construction’ Society
cal.l.mg for unemployment. relief and: pmtestmg the fopmation of &:leftist -
-party.. For this violetion of the, Petition Law, hé was sent to- pnson"in""l i
;Nov 29: Wnere he m;:de & serious study of 1deological movements until r
. i . lezse in Sep 30. .kfter returning briefly to the Natjoral Construct: -
..+ cléty,. he w:.thdrew because of".the Soc:.ety's lack of d.uect action. “Kodemé
u .~ : then spent severel months studying at the’ “Imperial Government Soclety (Ko—.
S .+ sei Kei) led b:- the well-known natlonallst leader’ Imaizumi Teisuke, There)*
° < “"he became acquainted with fthe hational chardcter bf Japan and the 'Impenal
Wey!: (Kodo) school of - thought." Ima:.zumi taught _that :the. proper direct con= .. %o .
~tact ‘which ought’ .to .exist between the mperor ang his subjects* was, being
ol obstmcted by.a minonty priv:.leged class, “Kodama® was' fired with phe idez ‘.
~. o of ranoving this mnonty .group.. .In his own words: i g si.ncerely ‘believed i
s that.direct’ action against . cormpt. stutemen was:a patriotic action which ‘
- all youths should.take, .1 aIlowed passion rar.her than"reason '-“tc ‘bscome the

i j“master of: n;y mind." R

; ,,‘» sn emalg 3
U0 otde Pe rty (Kyushm AikokuxTo) and labor olemcnts formerly in the Natioha S
e ‘“.‘“Constructlon Society. " D.zring the ‘same ‘month’ he Jomed the ALl Japan ‘Patriots - B
T ;Jo;mt Stmggle Council (Zen Nippon Aikokusha- Kyodo Toso. Kyogikal), &n attemp—- S
“ted merger by Okawa . Shuméi ‘of ‘all rightist groups in'Jspen. At this time - . :
Okawa was working hand-in-glove with Amy "reformists." Other nationa]_ists,
including Tsukul Tatsuo, Suzuki Zenichi and Akeo B:Ln, wq,re members of the -
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i o Council 2lso, ~For scattering anti-government handbills in the Diet build-
" ing, he wis errested the second time, and confined for one month in 2 po-
.- ldce detention cell,

In Apr 31 he participsted in the fomatlon of the Japan Joint Stmggle
Vangu=rd (Nikkyo Zenei Tei), & group of selected youths organized by Okawa
Shumei, from whose ranks came the majority of those later active in the
Ketsumeidan, 5.15, and Shimpeitai sssassinztion plots. A few" d.—,vs later
he was arrested while et headquarters of the Radical Patriotic Party for
having sent & dsgger in a letter to Finance Minister Inoue Junnosuke, along
with a2 suggestion that Inoue use it to commit suicide, He was dstained in
& police cell, at Ichigaya Prison, and ultimately sentenced to four months
in Sugsmo Ppison, Following his release in Feb 32 he was arrested 2zain
in the same month during a police round-up of rightists suspected of impli-
" .cation in the 2ssassination of Inoue Junnosuke, a part of the notorious
Ketsumeidan Incident. Kodama then became a member of the Great Jepan Pro~
duction Porty (Dai Nippon Seisen To), en amslgametion of rightist groups
o under Uchide Ryohei, which gave vigorous support for nearly 12 years-to
Lo every ‘sort of ultranationalistic activity, including violence. Tsukui
~®='v .2 Tatsuo-end Suzuki Zenichi were included in the membership. P

d. Visits anchuria end horth China:s In kay 32, representing the
Grezt Japen Production Party, Kodams made & trip to kenchuria where he
7 . studied under Kasaki Ryomei, one of the principal architects of Japanese o s
“% 7" expension in Menchuria; end chief of the Aruy's Self-Government Training .
. Depertment (Jichi Shidobu)s Kodema claims thét Kaseki was an ideelist whose
' goel of o representetive civilian administration in Manchuria caused him to
B " " be driven out of .ths country by the corrupt - Kwantung Amy. Under the in-
© .. 7 fluence of Kaszki's teaching, he returned to Japan ‘in Adugust of the same
year to found the Indeoendent Youths Society (Dokuntsu Seinen Sha),

T . Wnile Kodama end his Independent Youths Society colleagues were engaged .
in plans to ssszssinate the "Genro" (elder statemen) surrounding the Emperor, z
a pistol exploded accidintelly at- their headquerters, and their plot .was .
discovered by the pouce. Kodéma, aga:.n arrested, failed in an attempt to
commit suicide during the trizl, Hé was imprisoned for almost five years,

During a three-months parole from. prison to convalesce from illness, he met
and married his first wife (whom he later divorced; he married Homma: Sayoko

' in 1940). “After his permanent’ release from prison in Apr 37, he resumed
-his activities, becoming a léading. member in%the Jepen Institute (Nippon

"~ Juku), a group of Imaizumi's' disciples enggged in disseminating the writings
of rightist ph:l.losopher Takematsu Toshiog, . and 2lso a member. of the Great

. Asie Establishment Society (Dei Ajla Kensetsu KaJ.), Iounded by Kodama's "

former teacher Kasaki Ryomei. . . . :

' e, 'Urges Sgronger hina Policy:. As & spec:.al staff official of
~the Foreign Office Informstion Bureau he made a brief trip to North Chine

~ in Oct. 37. Hiscinspection trip included en J.nvestigat:ion of Mohammedanism
in that area, Two months lzter Kodama returned.to Japan to form. the China
Problems Settlement Nctionsl League (Taishi Jiondai Kaiketsu Kolufiin Domel)
. with semi-official backing from some of his connections in .the Foreign Of-° C
‘ '—\fice. The purpose ofqtlys League was to public:.ze Japen's possibilities - -
< in China, Further gntgrest in Japanese policy in China was indicated by :
v Kodama's activities as\\menager of the Imperizl Youths Roundtable: Society -
“(Kokaku' -Seineh Konden ?Z«.i) In this capacity he visited both Armmy ‘and 0
; Navy hinistries ‘to explain the purpose.of strpnger Criine policy,. To-this: R
‘vend, ; he: i‘ounded tne.‘Feo fuary Society: (digetsu Kei), ractually.the: Ch.ma ‘Prob- .
v lems: Settlsmcn* Nationa- Tekgue under ‘s less nationelistic-aounding name.
. .i%The. February Souety, in 2ddition to its mterest in-.Japenese policy-
" China, took ¢ hand in natio-wl politics, glving support to the Netic:
.. Mob{Fizatiog Bill and the Eleéiric Power Contro® Bill, Backed by
4512 Establishment Socitty, end tho Foreign Office, Kodema made -2 fou
trip to Ivorth China ‘and Innér Mongolia.
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-More Trips to Chinas Ostenu‘oly sponsored by the Japan Youth
Movement, but actually with Foreign Office bzcking, Kodama made another
trip to Central China for three months. Immediately following his return
to Tokyo, he was sent back to Chine at the request of the Army General
Staff and the Foreign Office, as a non-official member of the Generzl Staff
with the responsibility of guarding Wsng Ching-wei, head of the Japanese~
sponsored Chinese puppet government, from Hongkong to Shanghei,. Under
cover of being an employee of the Oji Paper Company, he made plans to escort
‘Wang but when the itinerary was changed, Kodama returned to Japan. Again
in May 39 the Foreign Office sent him to Shanghai as a non-officisl steff
member of the Japanese Consulate there, During the rest of the year he
made frequent trips back and forth between Japan and China for both the Ammy

and the Foreign Office,

; - Preises Japanese ammy in China: With the intention of broaden~
ing his Japan Youth Movement to include youths of Manchuria and China, ‘Kodama
renamed it the Rise Asia Youth Movement (Koa Seinen Undo), end published the
magazine "Justice" (Teigi) "to paint the true picture of the situation in
Cnina.”" Beceuse the magazine was critical of Japanese official policies in
¢« China, according to Kodama, slmost every issue wes suppressed. A subordi-
* nate group within the Rise Asia Youth Movement was called the Asis Youth

Society (Aiji Seinen Sha),

) Following a lecture tour of Western Japan, speaking on "The Solution
of the China Incident," Kodema conferred with Lt Gen Ishihere Kanji, noted
leader of Japanese expansionist philosophy, and receued from him a letter
of ‘introduction’ to Col Tsuji Masanobu, in cherge of the Amy's "thought!
activities in Shanghai. During 2 visit to Shanghai in Apr 40, Kodama met

" Col Tsuji who requested him to cooperste in ideological operations es an
‘unofficial employee of .the General Headquerters, Jepanese Expeditionary
“Forces in Chine. During the rest of 1940 he made frequent trips between
_Japan and Chine, particularly Shanghei, partly as a representative of Gen

Ishihara's Egst Asie League (Toa Remmei), eand as Kodama later claimed, to
help Col Tsuji "purge" the Japanese Amy in China,

-

Kodama's former mentor, Sasaki R, omei, who had run afoul of the Kwan-
o tung Army, accused Kodame of becoming 3 tool of the militerists. Kodams
...  states: "y youthful blood would not allow me to lose interest in the acti- o
" vities of the Armmy, or to remove myself from social sctivity, just beceuse
T the Army happened to be chauvinistic." Kodams claims thet Tsuji "fought -
“ - coursgéously ageinst ell the evil forceés within the Jepanese field amy,"

i Press and CIC reports:mentioned frequently that since Kodama's release from
Sugamo he has had close .contact with Tsuji, whose reputation in general is
that of en adventurer, and who in the last years is reported involved in‘
recruiting Jepanese soldiers and weapons for Chinese Nationelist forges;
as well as an important rlgure m behind—the—acones right.ist, mtelligence

. setivity, o -« . v A

e he Intensi.ries Natlonallstic Ideologx: In Feb 41, Kodama became

i . - Chief of the Fer Ecstern Section of Szsagawa Ryoichi's Nztionsl Essence
" . Perty (Xokusui Taishu To). Under the auspices of this group and of his own
. Rise Asia Youth Movement, he made speeches on the general China situstion
- during’ the spring,  During the same year, Kodama became menager of the Jape~ : "
nism Youth Council (Nipponshugi Seinen Keigi), which attempted & merger of ¢
:~~nationa1_isbic -orgenizations to propagate Japanism throughout -the world, = -
EAS This group was: loudly ‘antirAmerican during the year before t.he -war, " Sikty-
R one societies ‘concerned with Jupanese activities overseas amalgamated in
“May ‘41 ‘under°the name of Great Jupan Rise Asia League (Dai Nippon Koa. Doméi}.
“Kodéma, representing his Rise asiz Youth Movement, was made a director of *
the Leesgue 'through the mcommendatmn of Negai Ryutaro, former'Communica-
c "tions Minister in the first Konoye Cebinets Berlier, in 1937, Nzgai backed
@ - Kodema's China Problems Settlement National League. Another organization
in which Kodana figured prominently during 1941 was the August Society (Ha-
chigatsu Kei), = Its members were leaders of vgrious nctionalistic societies ¢

9.
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"desirous of intensifying Japan's nationalistic ideclogy in the face of
threatening war. The Society disbanded when Baron Hiranuma was shot at

- with a pistol formerly owned by Kodama. Kodama was briefly grilled by

‘the police.

Four months later, he accepted the job of organizing a purchasing
agency in Shanghai for the Japanese Navsl Air Forces, From this time on,
Kodama shuttled back and forth between Japan and China, conducting a pro-
curement campaign under the very difficult circumstances of ‘private indus-
trial competition, intra-service rivalries and depletion of stockpiless
Concurrently with the procurement job, he was a reporter on naval condi-
tions in Shanghai for the East Asis Bureau of the Foreign Office.

1. Yaried Activities Continue During War Yesrs: Kodems's procure-
ment organization (Kodara lﬁ.kan‘} operations involved the spending of vast -
sums for the Naval Air Forces, and later for other services. Much of his

purchasing was done on the blackmarket; widespread rumors emanating from
Shanghai credit Kodoms with having emassed an enormous personal fortune.

" During World Wer IT years, Kodama's activities were varieds He managed the

rightist newspaper "Yameto Shimbun," directed at least four mines producing
tungsten, molybdenum and other rare minsrals, assumed presideney of the Je-
pan Southern Mining Co, Ltd., ‘at the request of the Navy, and perfommed
many official chores in the Nevy's last-minute attempts to repair airfields,
salvage scrap,-electrolyze salt, etc, He was also a non-official member of
the Police Affairs Bureau and & member of the Cabinet Agvisory Council in
Prince Higashikuni's Cabinet, & post obtained through high intluential con-
nections, including Gea -Ishihara,

In Dec 45, he was apprehended as a Class "A# war criues suspect, intem-

ed in Sugamo Prison until Dec 48 when he was released without being indicted,

It is reported thet he turned over to Occupation authorities a quantity of -
redium valued between §250,000 and $400,000, which was given to him 2t the
end of the wer by Tada Takeo, Navy Vice hinister, i.n lieu of ¥2, 500,000 owed

to him by the Navy,

: Je Career. s o Purgees In a postscript to his eutobiography,
Was Deteated, W dated Dec 51, Kodame has this to say of his life since his
relezse from Sygamos "I was only out of prison for a few hours when I rea-. -

. lized that I wes now in a second prison - the prison of ‘a Class "A" purgeel

Three years have pessed,..Now, in this second, barless, prison, I have spent
my days of inactivity, yewning with boredom..,I have become & fisherman —
an anslerl A perfectly good machine just sitting out in the rein,”

The degree of reliability of Kodama's e stimate of his activities mey .
perhaps be gsuged by the interpretation he presents of his past eareer in
the same eutobiography, In it, he portrays thc violent ultranaticnalistic
activities of his youth 2s the result of an honest and enthusiastic desire
te reform governmental corruption and pitiful labor conditions;'states that
he underwent a ‘spiritual regeneration during his long imprisonment in the

) thirties, interprets his assiduous sctivities in Jspenese expansionist

fields after his relesse from prison. zs an effort to understénd and cooperate

- with the Chinese; and mcpleins his long and close association with the mili~

tary, whose aims snd metnods he continually disparages, &s an attempt on his s

[part to clean up military corruption énd promote Japanese 1deals.

Though his purge ststus prevents him from taldng open part :Ln political

or policy~making industrial ectivity, there-is fiothing ‘to prevert his much-

reported sub rosa association with fomer colleagues. Among these are many °
who aro actively ,reparing for & come-back into netional affairs in the post-
Occupation period: ultrenstionalists, militcrists, industrialists, govern-
ment burezucrats, Chinese connections from Neval procuremont days — meny.
excluded from overt assumption of important posts — but most still capable,
infiuential, and ambitious. . U" ¢

Kodema's personal prestige is undoubtedly great among the large nnmber
of prewar youths who came under the 8pell of his unquestioned magnetism
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du.ring the period when he was putting ‘the acceat on youth in his Japanese

expansionist adventures. These factors tend to give more than gossip-
value to the persistent rumors and reports of Kodama's post-Sugamo activi-
ties. Also, much is reported from sources whose credibility and reliabi-
1lity prevent classification of the information as special bias or simple
rumormongering. A cross-section of Kodama's activities as frequently ru- .

mored or reported is given below:

(1) Disposition of His Nsval Procurement Assets: Kodama is

widely believed to have amassed a vast personal fortune through his pro-

curement activities for the Naval Air Forces, Numerous reports credit him
with having disposed of these assets at the close of the war among his col~
leagues and other rightist associates, not without an eye to retaining a

proprietary interest in the ventures which these assets might serve to fi-
nznce, It is oftenvalleged that Kodama has much of his fortune left un-

touched, cached away until the day when it may be more openly used., Kodama
himgelf says that such profits as he acquired he has spent, largely in phi~

lanthropic efforts.
(2) Political Influence: Kodama is rumored to have acquired

his advisory post in the Higashikuni Cabinet in 1945 through the good offices

of influentisl military and rightist.collesgues, and perhaps also through
the Judicious use of funds,  He is reported to have succeeded, during a
brief tenure in the Cabinét, in having the rights to cultivate airfields
and parade grounds formerly under Army control allotted to hikami Taku.,
(Mikami, former navy lieutenant, was one of the leading actors in the 5.15
assassination incident in 1932, and is now said to be indoctrinating alo
nationalistic lines the young ex-servicemen farming the former sirfields,
Kodame also is frequently mentioned as having personal access to such poli-
tical figures as Hatoyama Ichiro, and hizh level figures in the present Ja-

_panese Goverament, through his former political contacts. As(>f 1951 and ®

1952, Kodama is reported closely associated with Sasagawa R;oichi, former
head of the ultranationalist Nz¢ional Essence Party, )

Kodame is reported tc be backing a group of rightist crities headed
by Tsukui Tatsuo, with whom he has had a long association in nationalist
"(Tsukui is considered the right-hand man of Akeo Bin, another
long-time associate of Kodema. Aikeo Bin, since his depurge, has been or-

ganizing a new rightist party named The Great Japan Patriotic Party (Dai
Nippon Aikoku To), end running under its ticket for a by-election to the
Diet.) Toward the ond of 1951, Kodema was reported to have raised some

. '¥10 million in support ‘of a new rightist orgenization.in Kyushu, the West

Japan National Construction League (Nippon Kensetsu Kokumin Remmei, ). Among
the League's backers is Ogata Taketors, long~time nationalist and bureau-
crat with present-day political ambitions, and’such reformed Communists &s
Asshara Kenzo and Seno Manabu, Kodama is said to. have procured the money
from industrialists whom he staked from his Navy procurement assets ot the

close of the war, B .

(3) Copnections With Chinese: Kodama is ft‘equentiy"nnno'red

<

‘to be keeping up contects with Chinese closely assocjeted with him since

the late 1930's, In 1949, he was persistently mentioned in blaclanarket -

g "~ and smuggling operations, 2llegedly to reise funds for procurement of wea-
pons end recruitment of Japsnese personnel for Chinese Natiocnalist forces

. in, Formosa,

In this connection, Kodama's name is linked with that:of for-
mer Lt Gen Nemoto Hiroshi, &nd with the notorious Hai Lieh smuggling case.

(L) Informetion Brokerige Actinties' Kod&ma is reportedly .

',‘connected with the Far Eestern Affairs Reseerch. Society (Kyokuto Jijo Ken=
. kyuKai), and, Mgger its ‘euspices, operating an informstion network for ,”
" znti-Communist. industriel circles, He is reliably: reported as wishing to °

offer his. anti~Communist informstion gathering facilities to Occupation
authorities, In information gathering and disseminating activities, he is
reported closely associated with Nebeyama Sadachika and ex-Col Tsuji Masa-
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