DISC # 1

" Riga, 29 March 1961
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Dear Edgar,

Several years have gone by, but for some reason you have not
answered my last letter. I do not want to believe that you did not
want to answef. Probably the letter got lost on the way. 'Be that as
it may, but if you will not write then I decided that enough time had
gone by and I would try to write again, and méybe you will receive
my letter this time and will answer it.

About myself I can only say that I'm living the same as before.
It is the same da& after day. I go to work in the morning, come home
in the evening. I also attend various meetings in the evening or other
things. Of course the meetings and conrerences;ére held on sports
activities and that is considered public work.

As you probably know I have been the chairman of the Athletic
Federation for the past two years, but since August of last year I
have been relieved of thii‘job. ‘More correctly, things did not go
well with the chairman QQ;Z;;rts committee. At first it seemed a
little strange to me, as I had more'free time in the evening, but now
I have become used to it and I 11ke'€{2igfﬁ. Although I am no longer
chairman of the federation, I am still in the presidium of the fwdewe-
federation and that is now my only public function, except that of

acting as referse.. I often act as referee for contests/in Latvia and
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mainly, as chief referee. But I do not feél like doing too much of
that either, I suppose I am getting old. I would rather like to sleep
or read a book. ,

How have you been during.this time? Were you-LE;';;géwgzo? I
read ébout the results of 3uris[’;"v the Decalkb/oa
DISC # 2 :

We don't hear much now about the results achieved by Latvians living
abroad, so I don't know anything about them. Our athletes have been
training for quite some time, as weJ;;veh't had any winter at all.

For a few days thé temperature was about - 10° and that was all. Most
of the time the temperature was 22&:§€b. The rivers did not even f#e
freeze, and in March the temperature was even about 150. So you see
our athletes have had a good winter for tfaining, many of them have
made the most of it and are training diligently. If you are
interested in any of our results, let me know and I can send them

to you.

In the meantime I have finished processing the 100 best results
achieved in Latvia in<31ympic sports. You too have always been among
the 100 best: in the 1500 meter run with 4:09.6 you were near the
end of ﬁhe 100, for the 100th result I have 4:12.8, but in the
5,000 meter run you are pretty high with your 15:47.1. In this case
the 100th result is 16:10.6. 74 ¢ /& best rumners of all timermade
the 1500 meter run in less than four minutes, but in the 5,000 meter
run only six made it in less than 14 minutes. I had quite a hard time

cellecting all the results and even now I am not sure whether I have
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them all. I spent a lot of time sitting in libraries, s;nce that was
the only place to find the results. Be that as it mabeut now I have
the 100 beét of all times. I have also included in these 100 the
former results which were not considered before. I have also collected
all the information on the three first winners in Latvian championships,
beginning with 1920 and ending with 1960. I have also collected all
the results on state contests held in Latvia. So you see I have been
busy doing this work, which is very interesting for me, but whether
anyone will need it I don't know. Perhaps somqtimegy;t will be
possible to combine it all and publish it in a book. Our state
publishing house has promised to do so, but so;;ar these are only
promises. Anyway this work has given me a great deal of pleasure, as
I spend every free minute ‘working on the results. I have been getting
more and more of them. I have so many papers that my wife promises
to throw all the paper in the oven, since there is no more room to
keep it.

Last year I was in Moscow for the intérnational contesty attended
by athletes of 16 foreign countries. I was the assistant of the chief
referee. The contests were very interesting and exciting. Among the

participants were Beruti, Bolasa, Ksesinska, and others. In general

there was much to see.

DISC # 3
This year I am thinking of going to Moscow when the match with North

America takes place. It is easy for me to go as a referee, as I am
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a member of the presidium of the All-Union Referees Collegium. As a
referee I am valued quite highly, as I have done a great deal of it
and have done it fairly well} I have also been the chief refersee
outside of Latvia, in Minsk, Krasnodar, Kharkov, and other cities.

Easter will be here soon. I wish you and your family a happy
Easter. Our church holidays are not celebratéd here officially, but
those who want can celebrate them.

During the last few weeks I have suffered from a back ache. . I
probably have contracted what they call sciatica. I cannot bend or
straighten up quickly. It has come so far that I had to go to a
doctor to get radiation treétment for my back and now it is getting
better. I will finishfnow. If you meet anyone who knows me and still

remembers mg)give them my greeting{, I shall wait for an answer.

{%igneé]Juris‘
My address: Latvian SSR

Riga

Lenina iela 100, apt # 22.
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