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¥*Nazi War Crimes Suspect - Asserts: |
- C.J.A.Used Himas Anti-Soviet Spy
i C’.alifOrniai,tj.;.,dets = Agency '_1nfetvéned to éér

. - Investigation of Him by Immigration Officials |

, .

A Californian who has been under
. “investigatiori: by Federal immigration of-
ficials for alleged Nazi war crimes said
. yesterday that he had been rrecruited-
by the Central Intelligence Agency -for

anti-Soviet spy work and that the agency’

--Had discussed his case with the authori- |}

zation Service. )

. The investigation was subsequently
dropped, the agency reported back to the
.suspect, Edgars Laipenieks of San Diego,
a former intelligence officer with the pro-
Nazl Latvian police .during World War
1. : C N

ties of ‘thae Immigration .and Naturali-

The unusual case appears to document

‘a continuing link between United States |-

intelligence agencies and at least oe of
the World War II'war crimes ‘suspects
who have been under investigation here
for allegedly concealing their past to gain
entry into the United States.

. Another of the recént suspects, a'high-

-ranking Nazi scientist, was apparently
.brought to this country after the war by
. United . States intellgence) intelligence,
and there have been indications of similar
contacts in other cases. .
‘Deportation Proceedings Begun
. -Amid an upsurge of interést in the lon
umA'emsiolvgd v?ar grimes cases, -the immi-
- gration ‘Service announced Wednesday
. that it.had filed deportation proceedings
.. against three resident aliens who had al-
" legedly concealed their participation - in

atrocities. S . J
Mr. Laipenicks, a 63-yearold former
Olympic sports coach, who came to the

United States in 1860, was on a list of
- 37 war crimes suspects under investiga-
: {15);2 by -the Immigration authorities
Witnesses hava contended that he par
! ticipated in killings in the central prison
7in Riga-in 1941, and lsraeli officials are
! kmown to have given more detalled alle.
. gatiotx}x‘s to immigration investigators last

month. .

By RALPH BLUMENTHAL .

. a . ‘ !. *
‘Mr. Laipenieks's contacts with the- in.
telligence. agency came to light Wednes-
day during an interview with two report-
ers from The San Djego Evening Tribune,
Bob Do and Martin Gerchen. D
Showed Letter From C.I.A.
_ The reporters said that Mr. Laipenieks
insisted that he was no longer under in-
vestigation and displayed a letter to him
dated July 20, 1976 from’the agency to
support bis contention. o T
- ‘The letter, which Mr. Laipenieks. also
provided to The New York Times, reads
in full: . ;
“Please excuse the exceedingly long
delay in responding to your last' corre-
spondence. During the interim. we have
been corresponding with the lmmigration
and Naturalization Service about

are ‘not amendable to deportation under
existing laws.” It is our.understanding
that IN.S. has advised their San Diego
office to cease any action against you. --

““Uf such.does.not prove the case, please

again for your patience in this instance,
and your past assistance-to the‘Agency.”
- shettexfead of CLA. '

-Gene F. Wilson, information and privacy
coordinator, -the - official apparentl
charge of such muatters. The letter{
said “Central Intelligence Agency.”
A CIA. official questioned ‘about the
case confirmed yesterday that the agency
had communicated with the setvice about
the cass but , there had been no
penieks

insisted,
in{intervention. He describd Mr. -Lai

as a man who “rendered some assistance
to the agency in the past”” He sald:he
did not have the details. - :
‘The -official added that he did not know
it the agency had been aware of the alle-
gations agaimnst Mr. Laipenieks when it’
accepted his assistance ]

status.” We have no been toid"that \you‘:

let-us know’immedisitely. Thank you oice |

. It was. signed by Charles E. Savige for |

in
opd |




