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REPORT ON THE LNTERROGATIONO,F
SS Ostuf Willy LaccuA_J.7=y,..,.
MS OSLO Abt VI. 

AKERSHUS PRISON, OSLO - 8 ArR 46 

1. PREAMBLE:

LAQUA Is undoubtodly an intelligent man, though opinion
diffors amongst his colloagues as tO his efficiency. Many d000ribe
him as a good, but Ompty, talkor whilst others-stato that his work
was always woll-oonceived and woll-exocutod. Above all, ha Booms
to havo had the right way of handling men, and of obtaining the
support of colleagues and connections whorovor ho wont.

All statomonts made by 'kVA have, as far as possible, boon
ohockod by reforonce to other prisoners available in OSLO.. Thoro is
a remarkable lack of knowlodgo amongst LATIA l s oolloagues as to his
activities both previous to his coming to NORWAY and during his stay-
IN YORWAY and FINLAND. Many of s LAQVA's statements strike the in-
torrogator as possibly incorroct, but throughout LAWA novor contra-
dicted himself and contrived to give an appearanco of absolute
honosty.

When reading this roport, the above remarks should be borne
in mind. His pro-Norwogian history in particular may require a
closo chock bofore its truthfulness can be aceoptod.

2. PERSONAL HISTORY UP TO 1933:

26 Jun 09	 LAQUA was born in TILLOW1WPOLAND. His father was .
a paintor by profession and travollod a groa4 doal;
LAQUA saw him rarely. LAQUA l s mother died in 1914.
LAQUA l s father, Finnish by birth, fought on the
Gorman sido during the war. Ho later becamo a
Gorman subjoot. His mothor would appear to havo
boon Swodish by birth, later to havo become German
or Finnish or both. LAQUA Is not sure. Ho was
brought up by an aunt and later by frionds, attonding

. school first at KATTOWITZ and then at TILLOWITZ up
to the ago of 15 years.

1924/27	 As most of LAQUA t s family wore in tho timber trade in
FINLAND, ho was apprenticed with a timber firm in
BRESLAU.

192 ri,/20 After 3 years in BRESLAU; LAQUA spent ono yoar with
the Adriatisohe import & Export Gesollschaft in
VIENNA as a voluntary employe°.

1928/29	 Ho spent one year with a timber firth in BREMEN and
than another year with the timber firm of Sporalsky
in LUBECK.

1929/30	 LAQUA worked with his uncle KORPALAINEN in the timber
trade in IMPILAHTI/FINIAND..
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1930/33 LAQUA wont to SWEOWN.. Ho workad'for a- row , months in
a timber firm in-STOCKHOLM, bUt :vas dismissed.when
Russian sales of timber doprossod world prieos so
much that the titbor . trado sufferod oVerywhore. 	 •
IAQUA was afraid that if he loft SWEDEN, his working
Permission would not', subsequently, belvonowed.ana,
after losing his job in STOCKHOLM, ho took omployment
as a waiter and later .as . restaurant_manager In
STOCKHOLM, FALUN and KARLSTAD..

3. PERSONAL HISTORY FROM 1933 UNTIL 1940:

Early 33	 At this timo, LAQUA rs permit .to.meMatn in SWED21 was.
not renowed,.and he bad to . leave,the country,- Ho,'
therefore, returned to MUCK..With tha help Of
a friend, Senator BUNKE, who at that tiMO was in
charge of LOBECK 1 8.600nomio adMinistration,.LAWA
found omployment with•the local. governmont. He
was promised that,,aftor tour years' service in all
administrativo and polio° branchos,:ha would be . .
allowed to take an examination.qualifYing him for
the "Higher Sortiloe"-,. L ,,	 • .	 •

1937 •	 LAQUA'marriod Greta ROCKSIENi.thcf-daughtbi of a wen-.
known socialist'Trade . phibn leader piotommt.. This

subsequently cauSed manY diffitulties for him, and
he was notadmitted to tho examinatien mentioned above,

Oct 39	 LAQUA found that his earnings wore tea low to keep-his •
family and gavo up hope of promotion4A tho local
administration. He, therefore,'svanotipo and
left his employment, whereupon he was CallOd'uP
Odienstvorpflichtot"Yand posted to the'ScandinaVian •
Section of ABP (Censorship of Mail) in BERLIN..

4. POLITICAL REMARKS::

On being em,;loyed by MERCK local govornment,,LAQUA •
applied for German citizenship.. He was naturalised in duo courso.
Simultanoously, he joined the NSDAP and the SS, but ha did not carry
out any functions in either.

In 1937, LATTA was nominally transferred from the laoal $S.
unit to the SD.	 Ho states that this was duo to two causes .: he
novor had time to attend SS exoraises and meetings; and be had to
some time served with the Stapo and with othor . Polica formations

.during his informatory. work mall dopartmonts. ' LAQUA insists
S that ho never carried out full-time or even part-timo voluntary SD
functions.. LAQUA was promotod SS Ustut in 1938 and SS Ostuf in 1941.

5. ACT 	 IN NORWAY & FINLAND;_	 _

End Apr 40 LAQUA was ordored by Abwohrstollo BERLIN, which was in
chargo of ABP, to obtain a passport from the Poroign
Office and to travel at once to OSLO. There ho
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roportod to Roichakommissar TERBOVEN, who employed
him for some time as porsonal interpretor and on
investigation of some 000nomio mattors.

From that time onwards LAQUA was a bone of ooatention
botwoen the Rolohakolessariat on the one hand and
FEHLIS, EdS OSLO, on the other. • Whilst the RE Was
keen on using his aervioos, mita claimed lAquA
as ho was still on the strength of Stapoatello KIEL;
this was duo to the foot that•LAQUA had boon working
at Stapo Aussonstollo LUBECK at the time ho loft
IBEEOK in 1939.

In practico, LAquA was paid by EdS OSLO, though, for
some time, ho simultaneously was paid by RK also.
Ho was altornativoly givon tasks by both
authoritios. His positionnovor was quito olear
to himself, nor oven to the Heads of the Personnel
Dopartmonts of RE and BdBi..

LAQUA was posted to KIRKE= to erect and tako *barge
If the local .RE Dienatatollo., This consisted of

' some 5/6 officials and covered the Eastorn portion
of FINNMARE,.tho Western portion of that province.
belonging to tho RE roproaontative at TROMSO.-
Simultaneously, LAQUA . was plaood.in command of the
Sipo Auasonstollo and tho Grenzpolitoi Kommissariat
EIREENES..

LAVA obtainod much insight into conditions in
Northern NORWAY; he spoke fluent Norwegian and
Finnish and. was very popular .with the looal
habitants. The RK ofton trod but nover found
a better-suited Hood for its EIREENES Dienststolle.
The,Sipo also later sont other officers to take
charge of the post but, on occasions, had to fall
back on LAQUA for advioo.

On his way back from loave in GERMANY,-IAQUA was
dolled to see TEREOVEN in OSLO.. He was ordorod to
go to ROVANIEMI/FINIAND to ho liaison officer 	 •
between RK and the 20th Army., Thera ho was con-
cerned with Economic and Welfaro matters.-

LAVA was sont to KIRKENES to take charge of the RE
Dionststollo.

He returned to OSLO and was given a spocial:task.in
• tho . Forstabtoilung (Timber Dopartmont) . of the
Economic Section of the Reichskommissariat. Ho
was to regulato the labour position and improve
working conditions and food rations for forostry
workoru.. Though it appoars to havo boon gonorally
thought that this work was. merely a pretence to
oovor difforont tasks,. ho was to undortako for tho
Sipov LAQVA hotly donios this.. 'Moods , thoro is
no proof that ho had other dutios : and RE personnel
interrogated On this sub joot declare that ho was
given this job on account of his knowlodgo of the
timber trade..

Contd...o.
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LAQUA was ono o Iowa sent to FINLAND, whore ho was to
carry out anothor wolfaro mission for TERI3OVEN.
Whon Lariu arrived, howover, tho rotroat was Just
starting and ho was than given different orders
by BdS OSLO (FTEILIS) .

On roturnint to OSLO, LAVA Was finally allooated to
BdS OSLO ibt VI, Ho was givon loavo in GERMANY
and, on that occasion, visitod Amt. VI in BERLIN,
whoro ho saw scvoral poopla.

LAQUA rcturnod to OSLO and took up his work with
Abt VI as Rofuront for FINLAND.

6. ACTIVITY WITH STAPO IN =ECK:

During thu period 1933/2939, whilst LAVA was /nine trainod
for a rosponsible position in tho civil administration of LUBECK, las
was ropoatodly employcd at Stapoaussonstollo Lamm. HO first worked
thoru in 1936 and ruturnod Lox' aovoral months in0.938, and finally
again in 1939 up to Auguat of that year. Although ho spent Soma
timc in all dopartuonts, ho was nainly employed in Abt II A (Communism),
II P (Forolc:n Prose and Mail) and III (Counter-Espionage). The fact
that LAVA has a fluont tnowlodno of all Scandinavian languages made
him particularly uscrul in thc Iast-namod ddpartment. On three or
four occasions, ho was dotailod to accompany visiting parties of
Danish Polico officials as intorprotor on tours to BERLIN, HAMBURG,
DRESDEN otc., and, in return, ho was sovoral times inwitod to visit
DENMARK with similar partLos consisting of Gorman Poltoo officials.
Hu ahuu made many frionds in Scandinavian countries, whose number'
was incrcasod by parsons ho mot at tho annual meotinge in LUBECK of
the "Nordischo Gosollachaft" (Nordio Association).

LAWA statca that in approximately 1937/36 the Stapo in
LUBECK was instructod to obtain information on Scandinavian
countries.	 Actually, this tack was mainly carried out by those
Stapo units which wore located noar tho frontier, auoh as FLENSBURG,
HAMBURG, KIEL and WARNEONDE. . The informatory activity was
controllod by Rog.Rat. HELLER at Gestapa in BERLIN. HELLER
himself had valuable connactions, tho following two of whom are
known to LAQUA:

Lawyor PONTOPPIDAN of COPENHAGEN.
Police Official PELV/NG of COPENHAGEN.

Tim WARNEMUNDE Police also had connections in DENMARK. Stapostolle
HAMBURG concornod itaolf with DENMARK as well as SWEDEN: they were,

t: for instance, auccesaful in uncovoring the WOLLWEBER Organisation,
which woo concornod with aabotago against Gorman, Italian and

po no se ships. The only opcning towards SCANDINAVIA from LHBECK
was the shipping traffic to COPENHAGEN and MALMO. To LAQUAls
iniowlodge, no us o was', howovor, made of this beyond interrogating
travellors on gonoral conditions in those countries. 	 In addition,
information was occasionally obtained on the activities of German
a ofugeca in Scandinavian countries.
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7. IAQUA IS TASKS . IN .NORTHERN NORWAY:

LAQUA was stationed at KIRKENES in 1940141 and agaih
1943. Insofar as his activity was conderned with Rolohskommissariat
matters, it was purely administrative and economao, and is not of
CI interest. From tho Sip° and SD point of view / Northern NOWAY
was a quiet and uneventful area. KIRICENES originally was only a
Grenzpolisel Kommissariat, but a Sipo Aussondionststolle was

..included at a later date.
On occasions, there was Russian activity in the KIREENES

area. The Russians landed agents at points on the VARDANGER
peninsula. Those agents had only informatory tasks. They were
sometimes collected again by Ruesian craft some time after they had
boon landed, but usually they had to mako thoir own way back to.
RUSSIA through FINLAND. LaquA states that their capture. ofton
.dopondod on close cooperation with tho Finnish State Poliod. His
efforts in thaadirootion were not, however, popular with tho
Norwegian authoritios, as the Finns attempted to omploy the
opportunitios . of contact which.thoy thus obtained for propaganda
purposos in FINNMARK:

LAQUA also mentions the visit in 1941 of SS Ustuf KOHN of
Abt VI, Bd3 OSLO. KORN asked LAQUA.to obtain information of

•military, political and 000nomio interest conoorning RUSSIA. LaggA
was, not, howovor, able to procure such information: What scraps ho

-did obtain Were inclUdod in tho usual SD reports sont to OSLO at
periodic intorvals.

In noithor of tho.two above-mentioned capacities was LAQUA
concerned with political matters. Thoso wore covered by the local
representative of the Einsatzetab: This position was at various
tunas hold by the following:

Reichstag Mombor Lorenz DlowER,
NSDAP Kroisamtsleiter VOICT,
SA StUbaf Kurt BABERSKE (under arrest in OSLO):

8. FIRST VISIT TO FINLAND - 1942:

LAQUA did not have any intelligence tasks on this miSaion.
Ho went to FINLAND on the personal ordors of TERBOVEN for tho

,N following two purposos:

1.	 a) .Although the 20th Army, which was ntationod in FINLAND,
used a largo amount of timber, the Finnish authoritios would
not allow Finnish timber to bo used. All timber had, there-
fore, to be Polled in Northern NORWAY and brought to FINLAND.
This caused considorablo deforestation in NORWAY and also
transport difficulties: 	 LAW succoodod in ostablishino
friondly relations with HILLILL1, later Finnish Homo SocrotarY,
at that time roeponsiblo for forestry, and the problem was
satisfactorily solvod.
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b). It was TERBOVEN I s policy to supply oOnAiderablo
quantities of welfare goods to the Gorman Army. so as to gain
innuendo in this quarter too. It appoarod, however, that
more than half of tho supplies sent to the 20th Army never
reached their dostination. LA= was to discover what
happened to them..

These two tasks engagod LLQUA's attention for a whole year,
during which he spent a groat deal of time visiting many parts of tho
oountry.

9. SECOND VISIT TO FINLAND 1944:

In Stip 44, shortly after the Finnish capitulation, TERDOVEN
again dispatched LAMA to FINLAND. .He was to soouro the stocks of
wolfaro goods,. which TERBOVEN had sent to the 20th Army, and °flour()
that they woro returned to NORWAY. When IA= arrived in ROVANIEMI,
where 20th Army Headquarters wore locatod, be found suoh a shortage
of transport as to-rondor his task impracticable. On informing OSLO
of this fact, he received tho reply that ho should remain in FINLAND
and would rooeive further instructions from the 20th Army.

A few days lator, LAQUA was ordered to report to Major -
BACKE, the Ic of tho 20th Army. Major BACKE passed on instruotione
from SS Oberfehrer FEHLIS, BdS OSLO, to the affect that moDu was to
interview all Finns who voluntarily surrondorod to the Germans and
to have those who could be usod by the Gormans sent to OSLO. Though
at that time it was expected that largo numbers of Finns would
surrender, very few did. LAQUA extensively toured the front with
.this task in view. At first, ho was merely responsible for prisoners
taken by the 7th Mountain Division and by Division KREUTLER, as
SS Division NORD was covered by a detachmant of the Germaniseho
Leitstelle.	 This detachment consisted of the following officers:

SS Stubaf Graf ScHIMMELMANN (a relative of the Danish family)
SS Ostuf SCHEIDT (a former member of ROSENBERG's staff)
SS Ustuf Kaj IAURELL, as Adjutant (Finnish subject)

This detachment was dissolved at KARESUANDO during tho retreat and
Its members returned to Gormanischo Leitstollo in BERLIN. Thoir
sector was subsequently coverod by LAQUA.

Altogether, LAQUA was only able to dispatch a total of
about 80 Finns to NORWAY. They wero collectod by a sub-section of
thellormonische Leitstello NORWEGEN, which was located at 'TROMSO,
and was commandod.by OS Ostuf FEIERTAG. From TROMSO, the Finns
were sent to OSLO: The original intention had been to raise a
Finnish force in the German Army to carry on the tradition of the
27th Prussian ager Battallion in the 1914/18 war. This object
evidently being unattainable, prolongod.disoussion started betwoan
various units in OSLO and BERLIN as to the employment of the 80
odd Finns.	 LAQUA does not, howovor, know any details.
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le, ACTIVITY WITHBdS OSLO Abt VI - 1945-
•

On returning from FINLAND in Doe 44,, LAVA was allocated
to Att VI of BdS OSLO (SS Stubaf GRONHEIM). In view of the great
strain which his mission to FINIAND .had impo sod on him, he was first
Given some loavo in GERMANY. Ho took this opportunity to confer in
BERLIN with tho Hood of Roforat VI D 3 of Amt VI (SCANDINAVIA - SS
Stubpf DUSSINGER) and also with SS Stubaf BROSS,.formor Amt VI
roprosontativo in HELSINKI and Frog.Kopiten CELIARIUS, Head of
•Sondorkommando KOMI°. The two latter wore ongaeod in wcrkin y out	 •
plans for a oloso conporntion botwoon the Germans and tho Finnish
rosintanco movement agaiLatRUSSIA. Although LAQUA's objects
wore similar, no definite . e'rm)omont was roaohod in cooperation' with
DROSS and "CEIZARIUS, 	 Itaroforeproturnod to OSLO and there
took up his now task..

• LAVA was to build up a FINLAND Roforat in OSLO. Apart
from the task described below, he surveyed the Finnish Press and
also all eorroSpondenco with FINLAND. . Ho interviewed persons owning
from FINLAND in order to obtain information on the trends of Finnish
politics and ocOnomy.

In addition,...,LWIA-mrs to establish communication with
..)1:-IXT4.N.LLand thu Fl	 h lie	 ovomont by sondine suitable
•ean14-42to tb c0 ry.	 Littlepii 5 had boon mado with this
schumo at the time of the German capitulation.

11. APPRECIATION OF PRISONER AND •INTEREST OF CASE:

LAQUA is intelligent, widely travelled, and duo to his
-quiet und sonsiblo manner ha is able to make a good impression.

It would appoar that ho was able to mako friends whorovor he wont
and to obtain tho goodwill and cooperation of most people he onma
into contact with.

On the other hand, ha soma to haveboon a master at
making mountains out of molohills. His system was to make littlo
probloms which he had solved appear groat onos, and to colour
a:formation which ho had obtained in such a way that the rooipiont
considered him a gonius. In fact, TERBOVEN sooms to havo considorod
LAQUA a most valuable personality, ' and PERLIS also had a Good opinion
of him. Thoso who know LAVA in FINLAND, howovor, oonsidorod him
ruthless and dovoid of any foolinrs whore his own advancement was
ooneorned, and they accuse him of giving false reports, partly to
utIvanco his own onds.	 Tho present intorroeator ii moro inolinod
to the latter view.

It is, therefore, considered that what information LAVA
can givo must be treated with some reservo, 	 His further
interrooation is recommended only to confirm ovidenoo already
obtoined frcm other sources.
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• .12. RECOMMENDATION:

• LAQUAls personal history is described above; it shoeld
be oarofully Socked before boing acceptod at faoo-Valuod

Ho speaks all Scandinavian languagos fluently and has a
thorough command of the Finnish language. Furthermore, ha hag many
friends and acquaintances in all Scandinavian countries.

IAQUA is a person who will not be kept down and who will,
if released, try to aohievo a position of importanco whether logally
or othorwise. It would be difficult to accuse him of any apecifio
crime - the only time ho took part in a Sipo action in NORWAY, ho.
appears to have noted merely as an interpreter, evidenoe to the
contrary boing inconclusive - it is nevertholees stroncly recopmended
that ho should not be released in a hurry; and that onoe he is
released, a close watoh be, kept on his movements.

.GS lnt/PWIS(Norway).
Akorshus Prison, Oslo.
9 Apr 46.

DISTRIBUTION:

DMI, War Office
M13	 1
MI . 5 (Warroc )	 16
MI 6v	 .	 2

. MI 8	 '	 1	 26
DDMI, CMHQ2
GSI, HQ, BAOR .(for Intelligence Bureau, . CCG(BB))	 20
AC of 5 i 0. 2, USFET	 15
AC of. S, 0-2, HQ VI Corps, APO 46, US Army 	 1
GS lnt (Norway) .	 2
LA. Oslo	 2
Nom. FO 2	 5
Rikspolitisjofen	 .	 1
Maj. Brynn, Norw. Police, Iandssvikavd. 	 X
Lt. Price, OSS, Oslo 	 1
File, Spares and CIQ	 15
M.A. Stockholm	 1
Int 7uroau Bet, Brit Mil Mission (Denmark) 	 1
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