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REPORT ON THE INTERROGATION OF

K ”
AKERSHUS PRISON, OSLO ~ 8 APR 46

1. PREAMBLE:

IAQUA 13 undoubtodly an intelligant man, though opinion
diffors amongst his colleagucs as to hls officlensy. Mang doaorive
him ag a good, but ompty, talkor whilst others stato that his work
was alvays woll-oonceived and woll-exooutod., Above all, ho gooms
to have had the right way of handling men, and of obtnin{ng the
support of colloaguos and connections whorevor ho wont,

A1l atatomonts rade by IAQUA have, a3 far as posslible, baon
chockod by reforence to other prisoners avallable in 0SLO.. Thore i3
a romarkable lack of knowlodge amongst LAQUA's colleaguog as to his
activities both provious to his ocoming to NORWAY and during hls stay
IN NORWAY and FINIAND, Many of ILAQUA's statemonts strike tho. in-
torrogator as possibly incorrect, but throughout ILAQUA novor contra-
dictod himgelf and contrived to give an appearanco of abaoluto

onosty.

When reading thls roport, the above remarks should be borne
in mind. His pro~Norwoglan history in particular may roquire a
closo chock bofore its truthfulness can bo accoptod.

2, PERSONAL HISTORY UP TO 1933t

26 Jun 09 LAQUA was born in TILLOWITZ/POLAND. His fathor waa
a paintor by profession and travollod a groai doal;
IAQUA saw him rarely. IANUA's motheor dlod in 1914,
TAQUA's fathor, Finnish by birth, fought on tho
gorman sido during the war. Ho lator becamo a
Gorman subjoct. His mothor would appear to havo
boon Swodish by birth, latoer to havo bocome German
or Finnish or both, IAQUA i1s not aure. Ho was
brought up by an aunt and later by frionds, attonding
~gohool first at KATTOWITZ and then at TILLOWITZ up
to tho age of 15 yoars. .
1924/27 A3 most of LAQUA'a ramﬂ{ wero in tho timber trade in
FINIAND, ho wns apprenticed with a timbor firm in
BRESIAU.

After 3 yoars in BRESILAU, IAQUA spent ono yoar with
the Adristisohe Import & Export Gogollschaft in
VIENNA as a voluntary employeo.

1928/29 Ho apont one year with a timboer firm in BREMEN and

then nnother year with tho timber firm of Speralsky

in LUBECK.
LAQUA warked with his uncle KORPALAINEN in tho timber

trade in IMPILAHTI/FINLAND.

1927/ «o

1929/30
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1630/33 LAQUA wont to SWEDMN,. Ho workod ‘for a fow months in
a timber flrm in STOCKHORM, but' was diamlsged.when 7
Russlan gales of timber deprossoed world mrices so kX
much that the timbor trade sufferod overywhoro. . - v
LAQUA was afrald that i1f he loft SWEDEN, his working
permission would not, subseguontly, bo renewed. and, 54
after loaing his Job in STOCKHOEM, ho took omploymont
aa a walter and later -as reataurant mnmger in
STOCKHOLM, FAILUN and KARLSTAD.. .
3. PERSONAL HISTORY FROM 1933 UNTIL 1840:° - .- .
Early 33 At thia timo, IAQUA's permit to remath in SWEDRN was. Gy

not rencwod,. and he had to leave.the countny, Ho,'

theraforo, returned to IBBECK.. With tho holp of

a friend, Senator BOEMKE, who at that time was in

charge of LUBECK's.eéconomioc administration,. LAQUA

found cmployment with tho local governmont . He

was promised that,.aftor four yoars'! sorvico in all

adminiatrative and police branches,.he would be

aliowed $o take an examinution qualirying him for

tho "Higher Sorviocel ’
1967 LAQUA marricd Greta ROCKBIEN, tho dn tor of a wolle.

: lmown Soclallst' Trade Union Loador in .IOBECKE, This

aubsequently caused many dirfioult:iaa ‘for him, and

he was not admittod to theo examination mentioned above,
Oct 39 LAQUA found that his earnings were too low to kKeep his -

. famlily and gavo up hope of promotion in the local

administration,: Ha, therefore, gave notlco and’

laft his employmont whereupon he was called up |

("dienstvorpfliohbot") and postod %o the -Scandinavian

Sectlon of ABP (Cenaarship of Muil) in BERLIN.

4. POLITICAL REMARKS' ’ el )
On boing em.loyed by INBECK local govornmont, IAQUA 5
appllod for Gorman citizenship.,. He was naturalliged in due coursq. b

Simultanooualy, he Jolnod the NSDAP and tho 88, but’ ho did not oarry
out any functions In elther,

In 1937, IAQUA was naminally transferred from thae looal 8s.
unit to the SD. Ho states that this was duo to two causes:
novor had timo to attend SS exorolscs and mosetings; and he had fon
somo time served with the Stapo and with othor- Pollce formations

,during his Informatory work in'all dopartments. ' IAQUA insists
/ that he never carrled out full-time or even part-timo voluntary SD

functions.  IAQUA was promoted S8 Ustuf in 1938 and SS Oatuf in 1941.

5._ ACTIVITIES IN_NORWAY & FINIAND:
End Apr 40 LAQUA was ordored by Abwohrstolle BERLIN, whioh was in
. chargo of ABP, to obtain a pagaport from tho Foroign
Offlco and to travel at once to OSLO. There he

Contdysese
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roported to Roichakommigaay TERBOVEN, who omployod
him for some timo ag porsonal interprétor and on
investigatlion of somo economle mattorsa,

From that time onwards, IAQUA was o bono of oantention
betwoen the Rolchskormisaariat on tho one hand and
FEHLIS, BdS 0SLO, -on the other, - Whilst the RK waa
koen on using his servicos, FEHLIS olaimod LAQUA
as ho was atill on tho atrangth of Stapoatelle KIEL;
this was duc to the faot that ILAQUA had been wurking
at Stapo Aussonagtollo IUBECK at the timo ho loft
LUBECK in 1539,

In practico, LAQUA was pald by Bd3 OSLO, though, fop
gomo time, ho simultanoously was pald bg RK also.
Ho was altornativoly givon tagks by bot
authoritloa. His pogition hovor was qulta olcax
to himaelf, nor oven to tho Hoads of the Porsonngl
Dopartments of RK and BdS.-

IAQUA wag posted to KIRKENES to oroot and tako oharge
»f the looal RK Dienstatollo.- Thiz comaslgted of
some 5/6 officials and covered tho Eastorn porticn
of PFINNMARK, tho Wostern portion of that provinoe
telonging to the RK roproaantative at TROM3Q .
Simultancously, LAQUA was placod.in ocommand of the
Sipo Auaaonubo.'llo and tho Grenzpolizol Kommiaauriat
KIRKENES ..

TLAQUA obtained mmuch ingight into conditions in
Northern NORWAY; he spoke fluent Norweglan and
Finnish and was vory ropular .with the looal in=-
hobitanta. The RK ofton tried but nover found
a better-suited Hoad for 1ta KIRKENES Dienststolla.
The .Sipo alao lator sont othor offfcers to talke
oharge of thae poat but, on ocoasiona, had to fall
back on ILAQUA for advico.

On his way back from leave in GERMANY, LAQUA was
called to see TERBOVEN in OSLO.. Ho was ordercd to
go to ROVANIEMI/FINLAND to bo liafson officor
between RK end ths 20th Army.. There ho was cone
cerned with Economic and Welfare mattora,..

LAQUA was sont to KIRKENES to tako chargo of tho RK
Diongtatollo.

_Ho returned to O0SLO and was givon 2 special: task in

tho -Foratabtollung (Timbor Dopartmont) of tha
Economlc Sgotlon of the Reichskommissariat.. Ho
waa to rogulato the labour position and improve
working conditions and food rationa for forostry
workoru., Though 1t appoara to have beon gonorally
thought that this work was mersly a pratonoce to :
cover difforont taskas, ho wasg to undortako for the
S1po, LAQUA hotly denies thim. Indoed, thoro 18
no proof that ho hnd othor dutlos, and RK personngl
intorrogatod on this sub joct deolgre that he was
glven this job on aocount of his knowledgoe of tho
timber trade..
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* Sop 44 LAGUA wag once moro sont to FINIAND, whore ho waa to

carry out anothor wolfaro mission for TERBOVEN.
Whon LAGUA arrived, howover, tho retroat was just
starting and ho was thon given dlfforent ordors

- by BdS OSLO (FIILIS). - :

Doo 44 On roturnin: to CGSLO, IAYUA was finally allooated to
BAS G3LO Abt VI, Ho was glven loavoe in GERMANY
and, vn that occaslon, visited Amt VI in BERLIN,
whoro ho gaw acvoral pooplo, - :

' Fob 45 - LAQUA rcturnad to 0SIO and teook up his work with
Abt VI ag Rofurent for FINIAND.

5, ACTIVITY WITH STAPO IN IUDZOK:

During tiw pericd 1933/1639, whilst LAQUA wasg baing tzrainod

; for n roaponsible posltion in tho clvil administration of LUBECK, he

[ was ropeatodly employcd ut Stapoaussonatollo IUBECK,  Ho firat worked

{ Ythoru in 1936 and roturnoi for goveral months in.:16838, and finally

again in 1539 up to August of that year. Although ho spont samo

timc in all depertuonis, o was mainly employed in Abt II A (Communism),

i II P (Foreirn Prosc and Mall) and IXIX (Ccunter-RBaplonage). Tho faot
that TAQUA hos a fluwont Imowlodyo of all Scandinavian languagos mnde

him partlcularly usclful in the lagt-namod dopartment. ~ On three or

four occnasicng, he wns detinilod to accompany vislting parties of

Danish Polico offlcials as irnterpretor on tours to BERLIN, HAMBURG,

DRESDFEN otc,, and, in roturn, ho was sevoral timos invitod to visit

DENKMARE with similar partlos counsisting of German Polkce offlolals,

He siua made many frionds in Scandlnavian countrles, whose number

way incrcased by porsons 10 mot at tho annual meotinga in LUBECK of

tho "Nordische Gosollachaft! (Nordloc Assoolation).

-7

LAGUA statos that in approximatoly 1837/38 the Stapo in
IVBECK was instructod tc olLtain information on Scandinavian
{ countries. Actually, this Gosk was mainly carriod out by thoae
{ Stapo units which woro located ncar the frontler, suoh as FIENSEURG,
\ HAMBURG, KIEL and WARNEMUNDE. . Tho informatory activity was
i controlled by Res.Rat, HELLER at Gestapa in BERLIN, HELLER
! himsclf had valuablo connactions, the tollowing two of whom are
§
i

‘mavrn o LAQUA:S

Lawyor PONTOPPIDAN of COPENHAGEN,
Police Ofticlal PELVING of COFENHAGEN.

» Tho WARNEMUNDEE Folico also had connections in DENMARK. Stapostolle

i HAMBURG concornod itself with DENMARK as woll as SWEDEN: thoy wépe,

! for instance, auccesaful in vncovering tho WOLLWEBER Orgonisation,
{ whiclh was ccnearned with asabotage against Gorman, Italian and

‘ Japanose ships. The only opcning towards SCANDINAVIA from LUBECK
‘was the shipping traffic to COPFENHAGEN and MALM@. -~ To LAQUA's
Imowlodge, no uso wou; howevor, mande of thls boyord interrogating
travellors on genoral conditions in those countries., In additiion,
information was occasionclly obtained on the activities of Gorman
afugcors in Scandinavian countrles,
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7. TAQUA'S TASKS IN NORTHERN HORWAY:

LAQUA wos statloned at XIRKENES in 1940/41 and again in -
1943 . Ingofar as hils activity was conterned with Rolohskommissoriat
matters, 1t wns puroly adminlstrative and economlc, and is not of

-5-

© O0I interest. From the Sipo and SD point of viow, Northorn NORWAY

was a quiet and uneventful area., KIRKENES originally was only a .
Grenzpoligel Kommigsariat, but a 8ipo Ausgondlenatstolle was

.-includod at a later dnte. :

On ooccasions, there was Russian activity in tho KIRKENES
area. The Russlans landed agents at polints on the VARDANGER
peningula. Thosze agonts hod only informatory tasks. Thay were
aonmetimes collectéd again by Russian craft some timo after they had
boon landed, but usnally they hnd to make tholr own way baok to
RUSSIA through FINIAND. = IAQUA statos that thelr capture ofton

.depondod on closg cooporation with tho Finnisgh State Polioes Hia

offorts in this direotlon were not, however, popular with tho
Norwegian nuthoritiocs, as the Finns attomptod to omploy the
opportunitios of contact which.thoy thue osbtainod for propaganda
purposos in FINNMARK, ' : :

IAQUA also montions tht visit in 1941 of SS Uatuf KOHN of
Abt VI, BG3 0810, KOHN askod LAQUA. to obtalin informotion of

- military, political and oconomio Intorest concorning RUSSIA. IAQUA

was. not, however, able to procure such Informationi What soraps ho

- 'did obtaln were Iincludeod in tho usual SD reports sont to 0SLO at

poerlodic intorvnls,

In noither of tho two above-mentioned ocapacitios was LAQUA
concerned with political matters., Thoso were covered by the lonsnl
repregentative of the Einsatzatab. This pogltion was at various
timos held by the followlng:

Relchstag Momber Lorenz LOEWER,
NSDAP Krolgamtalelter VOICT,

SA Stubaf Kurt BABERSKE {(under arreat in 0SLO).:

8, FIRST VISIT TO FINIAND - 1942:

‘IAQUA did not have any intolligonce tasks on this misaion.
Ho went to FINLAND on the peraonal ordora of TERBOVEN for the
following two purposoa: : ‘

a) . Although the 20th Army, which waa statlonod in FINIAND,
used a large amount of timber, the Finnish authoritics would
not allow Finnish btimber to bo useds 411l timber had, thore-
foro, to be follod in Northern NORWAY and brought to FINLAND,
Thila caused considerablo deforestation in NORWAY and also
transport difficulties. IAQUA succeadod in establishing b
friondly rolations with HILLILIA, lator Finnigh Homo Socretary,)e¢
at that timo rogponsiblo for forestry, and the problom was ‘
aatisfactorily golvoed.

contdasane
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b). It was TERBOVEN's policy to supply considerablo
uantities of wolfare goods to tho Gormnh Army so ag to gain
2nf1uonce in this quarter too, It appoared, howevor, that
more than half of the suppllies sent to tho 20th Army nover
reached thelr destination, IAQUA was to dlacovor what
happenod to thom,. : '

: Theso two tasks ongngod LAQUA's attention m? a whole year,
during which he apont a sroabt donl of time visiting many parts of tho

gountry, _
9, SECOND VISIT TO FINLAND = 1044:

In Sop 44, ghortly aftor the Finnlsh capitulation, TERDOVEN
again dispatchod JACUA to FINIAND. .He was to gocure the stocks of
wolfaro goods, which TERBOVEN had sent to the 20th Army, and onsure
that they woro returned to NORWAY, Whon IAQUA arrived in ROVANIEMI,
where 20th Army Hoadquarters wore locatod, he found such a shortage
of transport as to-ronder his task impractiocable, O informing O0SLO
of this faot, he recolvod tho reply that ho should remain in FINIAND
and would reoocalve further Ingtructions from the 20th Army.

A fow dnys lator, TAQUA wag ordared to report to Major
HACKR, the Ic of tho 20th Army, Ma jor HACKE pasaod on instruoctionsg
from SS Oberfihrer FEHLIS, BdS 0SLO, to the offect that IAQUA was to
interviow all Pinng who voluntarlly surrondered to the Gormans and
to have those who could be used by tho Gormans sent to OSLO. Though
at that time it was oxpocted that large numbers of Finns would
surrender, very fow did., ILAQUA extensively toured the front with

$uls task in view., At first, ho waas merely responsible for prisoners

taken by the 7th Mcuntain Division and by Divialion KREUTIER, as
3S Divialon NORD was covered by a detachment of the Germanischo
Leltatclle. Thils detachmont conslsted of the following officoras:

SS Stubaf Graf SCHIMMEIMANN (a relative of the Danish family)
SS Ostuf SCHEIDT (a formor member of ROSENBERG's ataff)
8S Ustuf Knj IAURELL, as Adjutant (Finnlsh subject)

Thias dotachment waa dlssolved at KARESUANDO during tho rotreat and
its mombers returned to Gormanischo ILeitatello in BERLIN. Tholr
sector was subsequently covered by LAQUA. Co )

Altogethor, ILAQUA was only able to dlspatch a total of
about 80 Finns to NORWAY., They weore collectod by a sub-section of
the Gormanische Lelitstello NORWEGEN, which was located at ‘TROMS(,
and wag commandod by BS Ostuf FEIERTAG., From TROMS@, the Finns
ware sent to 0SLO: Tho original intontion had been to ralse a
Finnish force in the German Army to carry on the tradition of the
27th Prusslan Jdger Battallion in the 1914/18 war, Thls objact
evidontly being unattainablo, prolongod. discusalon started betwoon
various unlts in 0SI0 and BERLIN as &o tha omployment of the 80
odd Finnhs, TAQUA does not, howover, lnow any dotails,
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AC.  AUTIVITY WITH BdS OSLO Abt VI - 1943

o On roturning from PINIAND in Doc 44, ILAQUA was allooatied

to At VI of DAS 0SIO (85 Stubaf GRENHBIM)., In viow of tho great
gbrain which his misslon to FINIAND hnd imposed on him, ho was firat
glivon somo loave in GERMANY. He tock this opportunity to confer in
DERLIN with tho Hoad of Roforat VI D 3 of Amt VI (SCANDINAVIA - S8
Stubnf I'USSINGER) and also with 88 Stubaf BROSS, former Amt VI e
rorosontativo in HELSINKI and Frog.Kepit#n CELIARIUS, Head of &

-8underkommando NORD. Tho two lattor woro ongagod in warking out

plcirg for a oloao cerperntion botweon the Gormans and the Finnlsh
rosiatancs movement agalist "RUSSIA., Although LAQUA's obJocta

woro ginilar, no definite nrvlemont was roachod in cooperation with
DROSS and CELIARIUS. ..’ . ‘thérefore, returned to OSLO and thore
tonk up his now task. - ~7° B :

* - LAQUA was to bulld up a FINIAND Roforat in 0SLO. Apart
from tho tanak described bolow, he surveyed the Finnish Press and
also all corrogpondenco with FINILAND, . He interviewed persons comlng
from FINTAND in crder to obtain information on the trends of Flnnish

»olltics and cconomy,

In addition,. JACTA—wrs to establish commnication with
EINLAND and thoe Flnnjgh Reoglstonea Movement by sonding sultable
agpntes dnto that“country,  Iittle profreds had becn made with thils
gschoro at’ tho time of the Germn capitulation.

1li, APFRECIATION OF PRISONER AND INTEREST OF CASE:

LAQUA 13 intelligent, wldely travelled, and duc to his
quiag und senslblo manner he 1s able to make a gouvd impression.
It would appoar that ho was ablo tc mako frionds whoroever he wont
and to obtain the £oodwill and cocperation nf most poople he camg

into contnct with.

On tihe othor hand, ha sooms to have beon a master at
making mountains out of molohills. His systom was to moke 1little
vrobloms which he hnd solved appear great ones, and to colour
«nformation which ho hod cbbtained in auch a way that the roocipient
congidered him a gonius. In fact, TERBOVEN sooms to havo conaldored
LAQUA o most valuable personality, and FEHLIS also had a good opinion
cf him, Thosc who kmew LAQUA in FINILAND, howovor, considorod him
ruthloass and devoid cof any foelinrs whore his own advancomont wag
nonsorroed, and they ancouse him of pgiving false reports, partly to
adverco his own onds. Tho present interrogator is moro iholined

It is, theroforo, oonsldered that what information LAQUA
can give must be troated with some reserve., Hig further
interrogation is recommended only to oconfirm evidenco already

obtoined frcm othoer sources,
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' LAQUA'a porsonal hlatory is doacribed above; 1t should
be oarofully ohecked before being noceptod at faco-valuoy

' Ho speaka all Scundinavian languacos rluenbly and hag a
thorouch command of the Finnish lanpuago, Furthermore, he hag many
friends and ncquuintancos in all SQQnd navian countries.

IAQUA i3 a person who will not be kopt down and who wil
1f relenased, try tc achievo a position of importanco whothor loga
or othorwise. It would bae difficult tc acouso him of any apecffio
ocrime - the only time ho took part in a Sipo actlon in NORWAY, ho .
aprears to have ncted merely as an Iinterpretsr; evidence to the
contrary bolng inconclusive - 1t 1s nevertholess atrongly reocommonded
that ho should not be relsased in a hurry; and that onve he 1is
reloasod, a cloae watch be kept on his movoments.

Akorshus Prison, Oslo.
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