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MEMORAIIDUS POR THE RECORD - N
SURJECT: Cusc 32254 - Fred Z. Lawuwcs
N -
1. on 23 hugust 1965, —) ade contact witn [ .
NY/FO to set up an appointment with — ) of the American :

Friends of Refugees, to discuss tho possible implementation of a
recommendation made previously in the Fred launags case. (C 1 stated
that he hod mode o tentative eppointmont for 1430 hours et (. -1
offico. 866 Inst L5th Street in tho Unitod Nations Plaza. = =3AbId
T, 7) that he vas unsble to make comtact with Leunegs and-that € )
would sot out to try to locate him prior to meeting vitn: -

2. XX _:j ' mede severel calls to Launags residence and spoko to
Lauvnags londlady, Mre. Zands who confirmed that Launags was still living
in her house but that he was at work. She said that as fer as she knew
Launegs wes still working at the ™WA Lounpge at Kennedy International
Adrport. Unable to locate Launcps, [ ] ©orocesde to the
meeting with [ -

3. As an mtroduction. | ] was to1d that{ " 7] nad aiscussed

‘ this mt*a- unh of the German Desk, who gave her approval to

contact uy that sne vanted®-.. ] .to be the final ivdee an
whether or not the recommendation could be implemented through g |
officc. In other words the finol decisior wam to be made by [ 7] Thé Launsge
case and it's ramifications were passed on tolT j who wvas very actentive and
sympathotic to the problem at hand. After hearing the problem -~ the
monitoring and funding of Launags through the American Friends of Refugees--
C 1 agreed that it was a logidel problem for his office to handle and
he could sec no sbjections to it being done through him. Thers was only oae
hurdle vhich [T felt had to be worked out to preveat any possibility of
"blowing his cover story”. [T 7]said that we would have to work an some
indirect way to bring the American Friends of Refugees organization to

Launags attcntion and to have him come personally in to (O 7 office. It

was thought unwise to have C ’:J suppest this channel tor rear that Leunags
would linkCJto CIA, which -with his previous experience in the Agency, he
could very likely do. E'j suzpested using o friend of his, who used to be
known as "Slavic™ to C C’;(andwhommdolngverywallasan
anginecr in Stanford, Conn. said that S8lavic's true name was Rggchatkin
and that he was now under the assumed name of Marcilger. C%. 7] tald T7T)
that he would check this out vith (C 73 and wvould sdvise mim.
to 40 nothing until he hears from us. [-7} - also

any monies for this matter would have to de
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SUBJECT: Case 32254 - Fred 2. Launags

office--"to keep his books straight’. [ ) said that he remembers having been
told something about this matter by C _D last year so this did not come
to hinm as a couplete surprise. {" 7] wvas aiso interested in the case because

of his interest in the Latvian group~[ —_]wife 1s a latvian apd C D is well

. acquainted with that group. It pust b6 underlined here that: 1 seems

to be 8 well gualified individual for hir job and is more than willing to assist
us in every vay--he is unlike most people who look at the negative side of doing
things rather than taking a positive approach. He falt that this type of case
18 exactly the type of case he should be handling. [_ 7} said thathe has many
walk-ing to his office who he has to assist Just as cover--gso vhy not some one
in vhom the Agency is interested. Except for the introduction of Launags into

7] office, the matter appeared resolved eo [ 7] took leave from
E ::] promising that we would advise him or our next move. '

k., T  Dvas contacted by phone from New York, after the meeting
with— 7] to advise him of the nrozress made and to get his reaction to
using ounvac a8 the intermediary. ) vas pleaged with the outcome but
was not in favor of bringing Slavic 1 the Launags' picture. C _j—said
he had his reasons and would expliain later.

5. E _:ca.lledl.annaga residence again and this time was sucrenaful in
talking directly to him making a rendezvous for dinner at 6:30 PM. C‘J
picked up Launags in front of the Modern Arts Museum on 53rd Street pavwSou
5th and 6th Avenues. We drove to the Sea Fare Restaurant at 25 West 56th 8t.,
where we spent the next three hours chatting, drinking and dining.

6. The rirst topic of discussion with Launags was trying to determine the

resson for losing his last job--at the Conde Nast House of Publications. Launags

said that it was a very good Job and he was well paid -- $80.00 a week take home
pay -- for making and serving coffes for the employees at this publishing housé.
However, he said that he had disagreements with his boss--whose orders to Launags
were consistently being changed and Fred claimed he became confused and couldn't
keep up vith them. 8o, in the true Launags fashion, he arguesd vith his boss and
became very disagreeable -- hence, the management fired Fred. Launags regretted
the loss of this Job because he liked it very much. He also complained that
there wasn't very much to do abcuat th»ee hours work--and he had a lot of tims’
on his hands -~ Fred is a person who has to be moving all the time and idleness
provokes nervousness. What irritated Launags about this job wa$ that the person
who fired him - was a woman. )

7. Launags didn't remain jobless very long -- he went right out to Kemnedy
International Airport at the Intexrnational Inn and took a job on the night clean-
up crev working from 11:00 PM through the night until 7:00 AM. He claimed he was
quite pleased with this Job too--he works with a group of 6-8 men in cleaning the
lounges in the restaurants and lobbies. He earns about $55.00 teke-home pay plus
a chit for breakfast when he is finished in the morning.
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SUBJECT: Case 32254 - Fred Z. launags

8. Throughout the dinner Launags spoke about somo Of the more une
fortunate aspects of his life in the UHA but certainly not in desperation
but rather in a philosophical vay, admitting much of it as being bis own
fault. He "let his hair down" saying that there are few people to whom he
can talk and that he enjoys our meetings. Launags was well-dressed and neat
in appearance for a change--as a rule he goes about quite sporty. launags
recompended the restaurant saying that he has had dinner there before -- in
good times. He was vary grateful for the opportunity to enjoy a "good dinner
in a respectable and pleasant atmosphere" locause he frankly can't afford it--
except as a guest of [ ] Be was urged to order wine--if he so
desired--which he did, saying tnet "I used to have it before"”. The three
hours spent in this atmosphere did much to give him a bouyant feeling of
importance and prestige, which of course, he seldom experiences in his every
day life. .

9. Leunags sald that he has visited some of his friends in Babylon,
Long 1sland, to ses about going back to work for the Gencral Construction Co. .
He met up with the man to vhan he is indebted for about $500.00 tut who . :
would accept $200.00 to settle the account. Fred said that this men is now :
venturing into business himself and Fred feals that -- if he can pay off his
debt--this individual might considexr accepting him into his business venture.
To lift Launags morale and to follow-up on our promise--to try to bhelp him
out of his finencial probleme-y_ | gave Fred $100.00 with instructicns to
see his friend and pay off $100.u0v or the $200.00 debt in order to demonstrate
that he has not forgotten about his debt thereby ingratieting himself. Fred
promised he would see his friend as scon as possible to pay him. C:&leo
gave him $20.00 to send to his daughter as his moathly contribution o ner
axpenditures at school. launags was very grateful and appreciative for this
financla¥fto the polot of tears. Launags wvas encoursged and urged to try
hard to control himself and his urge to argue and to keep the job he hes at
the Interpational Inn. After a pleasant three hour dinner, Fred excused
himself--with no effects of the wine he had consumed--by the way, he refused
a secnond bottle of wine, stating that he
an inebriated condition--and went to work at 10:00 PM. He promised to write
and or to call_on any cbangs of status.

10. After returning to Washingtom, { received a postcard from
Launngs dsted 4 September, indicating that he 1s still employed at the
Interpational Hotel at the Kennedy Airport and has recently been given a
rajse. Ho further states he has not paid off
shall do so sconest and thanke{”. -] for his kindness.
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<1 1s 4ue back frow an oversees TDY tip on 12 Sep.,

at vhich time, this matter will ba re-discussed.
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