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SUBJECT Replacement of Johannes Becher, DATE. DISTR. & B.BCT 1957
dinister for Culture

country East Germany

NO. PAGES 1

REQUIREMENT
NO. RD
DATE OF ~ REFERENCES
INFO. September 1957
PLACE &

DATE ACQ. Germany, Berlin (13 September 1657)
1 SOURCE EVALUATIONS ARE DEFINITIVE. APPRAISAL OF CONTENT 1S TENTATIVE.

SOURCE: West Berlin publisher (F) from & rafugea (F). Anoratsal of a1
1. Johannes becher, Fast German linister for Culture, will
probably be remgved from that positicn znd replaced by
Alfred Kurella.' Xurt Barthel will becore the State Secretary.
2, The final decision is to be announced at the Fast Cernan

"Cultural Conference scheduled for 25 October 1957. TDTecher
nay be permitted to retire, and te announce his retirenent
rlans, befcre that cate.

1. Pield Comment: Kurella, born 2 iiay 1899 in Brieg/Silesisa,
' ~is reported as Directcr c¢f the Institut
fuer Literatur in Leipzig. ile is 2 {recuent
centributer to the SED magczine, ILinhkeit,
on subjects conccecrning Cormunict thecr, in
literature and allied fields.
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