
SECRET

COUNTRY

SUBJECT

INFORMATION REPORT	 INFORMATION REPORT

This material contains information affecting the National Defense of the United States within the meaning of the Espionage Laws, Title
18, U.S.C. Secs. 793 and 794, the transmission or revelation of which in any manner to an unauthorized person is prohibited by law.

East Germany

Replacement of Johannes Becher,
Minister for Culture

REPORT NO,

DATE DISTR.

NO. PAGES
REQUIREMENT
NO.

CS -3,332,466

8 OCT 1957

RD

REFERENCESDATE OF
INFO.	 September 1957
PLACE & .
DATE ACQ. Germany, Berlin (13 September 1957) 

SOURCE EVALUATIONS ARE DEFINITIVE. APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE,
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1. Johannes Becher, East German :Iinister for Culture, vdll
probably be removed from that position nd replaced by
Alfred Kure11a0 1 Kurt Barthel will become the State Secretary.

2. The final decision is to be announced at the East German
Cultural Conference scheduled for 25 October 1957,, Becher
may be permitted to retire, and to announce his retirerient
plans, before that date.

1. Field Comment: Kurella, born 2 i.ay 1395 in Brie/Silesia,
is reported as Director cf the Institut 
fuer Literatur in Leipzig0 ie is a freeuent
contributor to the SED maazine, Einheit,
on subjects concerning Communist t]leer:„- in
literature and allied fields.
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