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" [SetonasqNiREt. REFERENCES

Book Dispatch #3123, dated 9 April 1962, same general subject.

1. Summary - This dispatch gives you advance notice of the forth-
coming publication of subject book and provides guldance for any action
you may wish to take, should the bodk privoke embarrassingly unfavérable
reactiona in Your area.

.‘ "~
'i

2. Book and Publishers - E. P.’ Dutton, Rew York, will be pub]}ishing
subject book in & bard cover edition on or about 25 February 1963 and in

" May 1963 Secker and Warburg, London, will publish a British editiocd undér

the title ™A Spy and His Master™. At this writing we bave no information
pertaining to other foreign editions, serialization rights or the'like.’
Due to the well established reputation of both the British and Americen
Publirhers as purveyors of responsible literature we can expect codsider-
able publicity which quite possibly could redound to the discredit of CIA
and friendly intelligence services.

3. Contents - Part I of this book is a curious mixture of fact,
fancy and philosophy. Felix waunders through such fields as cover, case
officer-agent relationship, recruitment and termination into lengthy
essays on the meaning and place of CE, FI and CA type operations.
Throughout these exercises the author is critical of CIA handling of
such matters but. his criticism 1is not conﬁned to CIA. He criticizes
also other branches of the U.S. Government and questions, basically, i

"the character and qualifications of the American as an intelligencd’

operator. :Nor does he entirely spare the British, French and Ge i
Inte].ugence Services though he tends to find more praise for them ;
than fault.-- especially the British. To the best of our knowlndge,
the author does not disclose any classified information as such; omn.
the other hand, he does discuss in detail certein CIA operations (and
some operations of the above-mentioned friendly Services) and these.
discussions could result in adverse p.xblicity in other media as ve.l.l as
causing embarrassment to the Agency and some of its personnel, For the .
most part Felix' comments and conclusions on such major matters as Ouba,
Guatemala and similar operations seem to be derived from purely overt

N

sources such as Tully's "CIA: The Inside Story" Py
(see also reference).
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In view of what we know of the autbor (see below), it is our belief
the book he has written is most vulnerable because Felix has an axe to
grind and he grinds it in a rather petulant, self-righteous msnner,
Wherever Felix uses fact or near-fact he depends on a not always accurate
memory and older staff members will be able to spot and refute many of .
the allegations. On the other hand, he does "sterilize" certain events
'sk:l_uf‘uny enough to impress a gullible public.

Part II of the book is devoted entirely to a lengthy description --
sometimes lurid -- of an Escape and Evasion operation the author conducted
out of Hungary in 1946 and 1947. This episode got under way prior to the
establishient of CXA and was part of a large-scale operation spomsfred "
by the Depa.rment of State through an intelligence organization inherited
from the War Department and known to us as GROUNDHOG. The organization is

- now liquidated. The account reveals the author's high opinion of Mimself
as a clandestine operator and his low opinion of most other practitioners
of the axt.

k. Author - The dust Jacket of the U.S. edition of this book!describes
the author:as follows: “...a former U.8. govermment official and veteran
of many secret service operations...who has had many years of experience
.a8 an agent and as a case officer directing important U.S. intelligencej.
operations...” Christopher Felix is a pseudonym for Identity. Born in
San Francisco in 1920 he was educated al Stanford, worked briefly as a
newspaper reporter and joined the Department of State 'in 1942, Felix
served for the Department in Vladivostok, Ciudad Trujillo, Budapest, and
Genoa. In 1948 he was detailed by the Department of State to duty with.

CIA where he dealt with the extensive operations involving EBast European

refugees, In 1950 Felix returned to the Foreign Sexrvice and was assigned

to Paris but at the same time he continued contact with the Agency: rendsring
. occasional operational services. Felix was "selected out® from the' Foreign

Service in 1955 and was subsequently engaged as en Agency comtract ;agent,

serving with a project in Paris until his dismissal in June 1958. 8ince-

that time Felix has been residing in Paris.

5. Guidance - As 15 usual in matters of this kind you will wish to
avoid giving subject book any additionsl publicity or credemce even by -
initiating any attacks ageinst it. Neither will you wish to confirm or,
deny any statements or allegations made by the author. On the other hand
as the necessity may arise and discretion dictate, you may wish to ta.ke
the following steps:

a. 1f asked by the Ambassador, by Liaison or by trusted and
influential contacts,.disclose (confidentially end not for attri-
bution) as much of the information given in paras 3 and 4 above as
you deem advisable; )

b. discourage -~ wherever gou can do it in a secure end s{'.ricﬂ.y
non-attributable way -- any form of ¢15tr1b1rr.10n (translation, ser:m.’u.
zation, sales) of the book, as well s eny reviews of it;

TN

c. if the book should make a deep impact in your area and. you
consider counter-action necessary and practicable, cable your ‘pro- ’
posa.ls to headquarters before :melementing them.

6. . Repgrtg. If you should receivé significant inquiries sbout
subject book or if the book should make a major impact in your aresa, advise
HQ -~ by cable or by dispatch, depending pon the urgency of the matter.”
Add to dispatches extra copies earmarked for Chief, KUWOLF, and Chief, |.
'QNegative reports are n o t required. .
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