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After my -overly optimietio lettar
discovered that I did ndt hav
with me in Italy to put tm%}/{ ven fa:
h

scye idea of the requirement ioh fou had suggested
I send on to you.

They therefore had to await my return here,
af ter {inishing the book there, and some reading before
I could put together the enclosed, I would like to draw
your attention especiadly to the third parsgmaph on the
first page -~ which desoribes the situation surrounding
any effort to list "requirements" for this kind of
a work, However, I think you appreciate fully the
problems involved, i.e., no one person knows what
exists on the subject - I least of all,

To have finished in Italy is a true delight,

It is my present plan to go to the States some
time in August, after f£ix doing the introductory,
historical part of thés book ~ although I shall, of
course, adapt my schedule to what your peopke may be
able to do, (If I waere to go to New York the fifet week
of fugust, hy guess has been that New York and WAahington
would both involve, allfogether, five or aix weekn.)

Meanwhile, I have had very distressing news
ebout gour friend on P Street, and I'would also liks
e brief moment with you on another matter. I'11 be in
town next week - ground Wednesday or Thuraday -~ and
as soon as I know when I'll give your office a busz
to arrange a cmvenient time,

Perhaps a light summer (sic1) lidation?

W Widhes —
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Historical Materisl for Study of Hungarian Revolution of 1956:

-
i

This study 18, as it was origtadlly dessrided to the publishers, an attempt -

"to produce the definitive work to date on the subject ~ insofar as this is poseidle ’

at this atége....No one has yet tried to place the event in pers perepective and to
clear up some of 'the still unresolved questions. Thay may not be completely possible

Yyet, and may never be, but it seems ....that a valuable, even outstanding, start
could be made," “

The majqdr question still unresolved is, of course » the bakkground and faots
of the Ruseian deoision to suppress the Revolution by force., There are also other
questions, however, on which additional light would help to put the Revolution in
its larger his jrical perspective ~ this being the principal theme of the book,
Such questions Iébnoam the reactions in the other Eastern European states, apd in

Western Euro o /By "reactions" I mean official policy decisions as well as popular
response, :

viously d not know, except for a few isolated instances, exactly
e avdtlable = and particularly what has become available, through
defections orjjother sources, in the nearly nine years since the Revolution - the
best method seemed to be to list the principal categories of information which

would be usefpl, There are six of these, covering the geographical areas, I have
tried to despribe. these by explanations or references to apedific questions, as
examples of kind of information needed. My needs, of course, are by no means
limited to LT partionlar examples,

f -

¥hils solid information 1s the greatest need, informed specuBation would
also be va;inéble.
I- ‘!he Soviet Tnion: v,

1 - Material bearing on the itiming of the tinul Soviet decisione

13

e

,, . : 2 ~ Material bearing on the reasons for the Soviet decision.

"3 =~ Materisl identifying the divisions of opinion within the
Soviet lg,aderehip on how to handle the Hungarian outbreeak,

4 ~ Material concerkigg what transpired during the Mikoyan~-
Suslov visits to Budapest, October 24-25, and October 30-31,

Se= Bakosi had been shipped off to the Sovhket Union in Julys
Ger3 was sent off on October 24, reportedly by Suslov and Mikoyan. On Nowwmber
27 the Repakatat ran an item about Rakosi beirg a frequent guest at the Hungarian
Embassy in Mosoow, Is there any evidence showing, or su esting, that Rakesi and
Ger8 played an active role in the Soviet dscision on Hui jary? (Beyond, of sourse,
the obwious supposition as to what their ad¥koe would have been, if asked,)

6 - Specifio, monfirmed accounts of desertions of Red A:mw troops
An Hunga ry, or of their rendaring agsistance to Hungarian fighters, :
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T ~ There are reports alleging the existence of a dooument
taken by Hungarian Army men or Freedom Fighters from a "captured" RBenior Russien
officer insiructing Soviet forces to retreat if oonfronted with American forces,
and not to fire on American aircraft over Hunga ry. Is there anything corresponding
to such a dooument, or confirming such 1nstruotion§ to Red Army units in Hurgary?

8 ~ Confirmktion of the numerous stories of Red Army troops
_ having been told bhey were fighting = variously - "West Germsn fascoists in Eaat
" Germany", "American and English imperlslista 1n Bunga 1y," or "Franco~British:
inper:la.l:lsts in Bgypt."” R

II .~ Chinas

1 - For the firast five days after Oetober 23 Poking maintained
silenoe about events in Hu ngary, then was relatively non-commitéal, and then,
about November 1, began to condemn the Nagy Government, ending in vigorous support
of the Soviet intervention of November 4., At the time of the uprising the H
Cogmunists counted much on Chinese support for thédr cause = ag had the Poles

7 duttng their own mbtkfmxwxisixy crisis ~ and seemed, from pudblished statemants,
to’be under the impreseion that they were repeiving it. However, in the summer of
1’963 Peking, in one &f ite bdlasts at Moescow and Ehrushchev, alleged that the Soviet
" leadership had been prepared to concede the day in Hungary in 1956, and had only
followed the correct course of suppressing the revolt after having been, in effect,

pushed to it by Peking. Is there amy material showing the tmme role of Peking in
the affadr?

III - The Satellites:

1 - In general, very uaeful material on the satellites in thia
period (and some on the Sovket Union) is to 'e found in the reports of the Office
of the Political Advasor of RFE at Munich for all of 1956 and the first eix months
of 1957, if these could be made available, (Griffith, Ritvo, et al.)

2 - Are there any authoritative ~ and usable - accounts of
deliberations in the Politburos, or CP leaderehipa genemlly, of the satellites
showing indboision, divisions, or a desire to préfit from the disarray in the
Soviet Empkre brought on by the Hungarians?

3 - Czechosiovakia:

a -~ Evidence of Czech demands on Mowcow for economic
concessions from the Soviet Union during the first week of the Hungerian upriaing,
(In 1957 I obtained a document - via the Hunga rian legation in Paris, as I recall =»
contdtning a list ofl demands by the Czechs on Moscow dated October 29, 1956 -~ the
quid pro quo unmentioned, but assumed to be Czech support against the Hungariens -
plus a documenkk showing assessments throughout the Sdviet dBoc during 1957 for
reconstruction of Hungary, in which the Czechs wefe saddled with extra=heavy burdens.

b ~ Evidence of eccupation by Czechoslovak twoops,
during the fighting in Rungary, of the five villages on thw south bahk of the
Damube oproajte Bratislava, ceded tm Czechoslovakia by the Hungarian Peace Treaty .
of 1947, and known as the "Bratislava bridgehead,"

¢ - Evidence of #dwasion \,f Hunga rian territory by
Czechoslovn.k troops during the fighiing in Bungary. (Reports of such inoursions
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usually mention no actusl fighting with the Hungarians, but place them around
Komarom following the sscond Russian attack,) 7

d = Bvidence of pa'ssage [}
Czechoslovekia to Hungary, (Mentioned in some repo
deal of military or geograpfiical sense in the ao’t)i

et troops through
t/not making a grest
cumstances, ) ot

e ~ Configma tioh o
broadcasts of the Kadar Government on/Nove 4
came from transmitters on Czechosl y

ports. that the initial :

4 - Rumanis:

i a - Is./there any confirmation of the widespread
reports that "the Rumanfan Army wee’ disarmed” duking the period mikmwx of the.
Hunga rian uprising? : :

IV ~ Yugoslavia:

1 « Is there any evidence of Yugoslav invokvement in the
Hungarian events beyénd the dootrinal disputes with the Sovket leadership (and,
after the Crimea talks of September, 1956, with the Hungarian leadership,including
Kadar, at Belgrade in October) over "different paths to sociaiism?" In short, is
there any evidence that Yugoslav activity in Hungary went beyond high-lwwdl CP
discuséions to embrace any form of agitation, reoruitment, or organization?

2 - Is there any information as to the advice, if any, proferred

in confidence by the Yugoslavs to Negy, his collaborators, and to the Hungarian
CP, duting the period October 24 to November 4?

3 ~ Is there any evidence of Wugoslav foreknowledge {other than

wbat any observer on the scene conld have expected frog Soviet behavior and troop
movements) of the Suviet attack of Rovember 47 (Cf‘. thie accounts of Yugoslav
invitation to Nagy and others to take refuge inithe ,Yugoslav Embagsy prior to
Soviet attack during night of November 3-4, and_sllegation by correspondent of
East German ADN that his report of changes in Hingarian Government of November

3 was edited in East Berlin on same degy to delete name of Kadar.)

, 4 «~ On November 11, seven days after the second Boviet attack,
Tito gave his well-known sppech at Pula, in which he strongly critisimed Imre
¥agy (vho was still under saylum in the Yugoslav Embassy in Budapest) and took a
strong position in favor of Kadar (who had been Minister of the Imterior at the.
time of the Rajk trial.) Is there any ififormation showing or. suggesting that this

wae something more than realpolitik with a vengeance - that there was any link of
a spetial nature between the Yugoslav leadership and Kadar?

"V = Hungary:

1 -~ Is there a reliable, authoritative account of the otigdnal
calling in of Soviet troops? (The majority of accounts seem to agree thht it was
Hegedus who actually malle the request, with the assent of Gerd, and seem to sugiest
that the request was made to the Soviet Embassy in Budapest =.with a remarkaebdly
quick response, This doesn't jibe with usual Soviet, or even satellite, practice,
I may be wrong, but to me it is inconceivable thet Gerd did mot have a dtwect line
to Moscow - to whoever in the Soviet Praesidium was his protestor = and would not
have used it, by'p'esaing the Soviet ‘Ambassador, in a matter of such gratity. Later
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and for a short time thereafter =
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Russian bakking ;):f Geré's plot to discredit Nagy by placing the reaponsibility for
the request on him, even after Gerd?s removal to the Soviet Union, would suggest
a greater degree 'of initial, active collusion between the Hungarian Stalinists and

their proteotors in the SOViet Praesidimm than the generally accepted aocounta
reveal.) l,
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concerning his hctigities during the uprising, his arrest and execution, and =
estimtes of his purposes, -

/I 5 = Hasa any infomatim begome available since 1956 which casts |

"light on the l{i;!den series of events culminating in Kadar's and Munnich's
disappearance, the swening of Thursday, November 1, and what transptied between
ssians during the subsequent 48 hours? Anything indicating wha

N and what pressures - . if any - were exdrted on Kadar by the ¢

4 - Is there any confirmation of the story that it was Serov
: »‘_eter and the Hungarian negotiators on the night of November 3-~4?

5 - A list of foreign, particularly Western, diplomatio
Buda.pest during the Revolution,

' 6 = Any ififormation on the abduction of Negy and the others
on their leav;mg the Yugoslav Embassy on November 23, on théir detention,mmix
treatment a:’;d dnterrogation thereafter, and on their trials,

VI - The West:

1 - Arex any acoounts available of Cabinet deliberations or
decisions in Western European countries concerming what steps to take in the
Hungardax affair?

2 ~ Any ififormation congerning’ neported attempts of former
Hurgarian fascists or amy officers (presumably Members of the Farkas-Zako factions
in Germany) to feturn to Hungary duking the uppising? (I would like to pin down
the story - told and retold in many versions = of the "man in a leather coat" a.t
or near Cyér "reconnoitanng for the §5.")

3 - Any accomts of return to Hungary of non-extremist
Hungarian exiles during the uprising. (Baron Radvanszky returned -~ but as an
Austrdign journalist, with an Austrian passport. However, Arpad Raksanyl - an
exile in Paris who did not have French ci‘izenship - a fterwards claimed that
he was sent by the Italian Christian Democextic Party to Budapest where, he
alleged, he was beiefly named an Undersecretary of State in the Foreigg Office
after having speken with the Cardinal,)
S 4 - Informaticn concerning the special foontier zone claimed
to have been ceeated by the Austrian Government, which was the subject of an
aide-memoire reported by the Budapest Radio to have been given to Imre Nagy by

Austrdin Minister in Budapest on the afternoon of November 3, (This "aide-memoire" -
refers to an inspection of the border area in Austria by the military attachés of
the US, UK, France and USSR, and #gjplies tha t the expulsion of former Prime .
Minister Fereno Nagy from Austria, following his arrival in Viemma on Octoder 29,
was an Austridsn initiatiye - although Ferenca Nagy was told by the Austrian

"a uthoritieg who deported him that the initintive was that of the American twimwwximy
Ambessador.s .

/
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! 2 - Biographical informmtion concerning Jozsef Dudas. In.tbrqntion’? )
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5 = The story of the shipment of arms and ammunition by .
Zur.lch students to Hungary in Red CToss ambulances and trucka, ite discovery d‘ier
. the second Russian attack, and the negotdktions which followed with the Hungarhn
(or Ru/ 1an?) authorities,




