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~ MEMORARDUM FOR THE OFFICER IN CHARGE

SUBJECTs Hans Otto Meisspor

1. Dr, Hons Otto Meissmer was born 4.6.1909 at Strassburg, Alsatia,
Consul I Class, Diplomstic passport mr. 1997 issued Foreign Office Septeuter.
25, 19433 his wife, Estelle Meicsner has a diplomatic passport mr. 28
issued by the Foreign Office on January 12th, 1942, Paregraph 2 to 6
inglusive represent information obtained from subject.

: 2, Personal histery of Hans Meissners

June 4th, 1909 born in Strasshurg ( Alsatia)

1924-29 Colloge Berlin = Dahlenm

1927 Summer School in England, in Peaslake-Qonshall-Guilforf-S
Universities in Germany: Heidelberg, Goettingen, Freiburg, 1929-30—31
Universitiss sbroads Canbridge, Trimity College; Crencble; Lausanne, .
1933 Final Law Examination (Referemdar) at Celle. Hay 1934 Doctor of Law
in Goettingen, sftar six momths lawepractice at Werder (Hav.)

, Yolruary 1934 entered the Foreign Office in Berlin am sn unexamined at'oaoho.

1935 promoted Attacha.
M2y 1937 Becretary of Legation (Second Secretary)
August 1941 Counseller of Legation II Class (Gesandtschaftorst)

Nay 1944 couuollor of Legation I Ohsa, with the same.grade as consul
I Class,

+ 3, Appointments:

19351936 German Embassy lLondon (Ambassador von Hoegch) ‘
Jamary 1935-1939 Germen Enbassy Ickyo (Ambassader von Dirksen and last
year Ambassador Qeneral Ott)

Jamiary 1939 untill outbresk of wart German mbassy of London (Ambasssdor
von Dirksen)

March 1940 « June 1941 German Ernbassy of Moscow (Anbasndor Count v.d,
B8chule

Dea, 1944 ~ May 1944 Consul and "Third in Command” at the German Consulate
General in Milen,

Eay 1944, Consul and Assistant in Chief at ‘the Consulate General in Milan,
Ootober i this Consulate wae transformed into a hmnch office of the
Cerman Enbassy. :
April 1945 this appoimtment: practically ceased to exist.

4. Hature of Work in Diplomatic Service: first two years in Berlin
and London, alleround spprentice work in ell departments, At Tokyo chief
of Protesol-Section, 8econd time in londom, obssrver of imterior pelitiea

end parliamentary sessions, At Moscow, consular department, chiefly pass-
ports, At Milen in the first l;ear 1, l ﬂk' German school; university
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lectures. In the second year all cultural work, exchangewstudents, gueste
professors, guest-conductors, ete, From Decs 1943 also partly propaganda.

S, General Activity:r the subject founded the wall<known "
a humorous propsganda megarine, which received 750.000 lire from the German
Embassy, 220,000 copies were published weekly., The director Dr. Capuscie,
personally put another 750,000 lire in it, Subject stated that since German
soldiers were sacrificing their hlood on the front and civilians were dying
at homws under the bombs, he, being a young men and having the great chanse
of not being on the front, felt obligated to carry the fight in every way
possible within his sphere to the bitter end against the Anglo-American
enomies, Sometime betwesn July and November 1941 the subject worked at the
Obarkommando of the Wehrmacht, Amt/Ausland/Abwehr Abteilung XX a, (the
German Counter Intelligence Corps) under Colonel Lahousen, The Subject's
duty was to go to damps of prisoners and recruit thome prisonsrs who were
willing to work against their own country, These wers mostly Georglans, -
Armenians and some Aserbaidjanese. '

6, Mr Henry Deltnux was interviewed regarding the sabject. Delveux
confirmed the fadt that Meissner came from Berlin to Italy about Dec. 1941
as Consul IY Clase and later promoted to I Class at Hotel Prineipi Saveda
in Mlan where the German Consulate had its offices, There the gubject was
in charge of the Information and Propaganda branch of the Consulate, his
duties including the publication and distribution of leaflets and recently
the newspaper "Barbagianni" s humorous propsganda paper. Delvaux reports
that subject during his stay in Hflan from 1941 to 1945 procured money illiocitly
by charging large sums for the issuing of licemses to Italian businessmen,
Though not in possession of proof, Delvaux reports that Neissner was also
involved im the printing of false American currency. In August 1944 Méissner
was supposed to be transferred to Spaim, but efter an interview with von
Ribbentrop in Berlin, was returned to Italy. Im 1943 at Erda, provinse of
Como,~a trainload of cars was ploundered by Italians and Meissner persomally
received from the loot a mmber of Red Cross packeges, supposed to have
been dolivered to British prisoners of war, Three out of a great mumber
of empty cartoms found under the roof of the subject!s house are being for-
warded with the original of this report, In Jamuary 1944 the subject under
the threat of sending hie uncle to a German concentration camp, forced his
uncle Belvaux to sign papers which transferred title of subjeot's house
axd land at limonta, Bellagle, to the name of count Giamnino Citterie,
Delvaux verified the fact that subjest had regularly been stationed in Milan
from 1941 to the present, but aside from above imiicated information eould
not state that the subject had been involved in intelligence or coutrter
intelligence operations, - :

7. Interview with Dr, Herbert Schols, German Censular Official,
verifisd the fact that subject was sent to Milan in a consular cdpacity at
the end of 1941 and that his duties thers, wore those of chief of the
Inforpation and Propagamda branch of the German Consulate in Milam,

8., Interviaw with Prance Bremni, Swiss Consul in Como, revealed Rhat
subject has been in M{lan and Como area for about three and a helf years,
and during that time Melssner has not been in Switgerland to the knowledge
of Mr, Bremi, nor does he know of any other Hans Meisener in Switzerlamd,

Mrs, Meisenor between 1941 and 1945 has been in Switzerland on one or two
occasions, when Mrs, Meiggner's danﬁxur was sent to live in Switserland,
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Bremi describes Meissner as distinotly a confirmed nasi who, on oms occasion
when other diplomats walked away from a description of anti-jewish atrooitdes,
remained to applaud the steries. Subject was a proud nasi, who wore his
SS uniférm regularly up to two or three months age, when the German situation
in Italy started to become criticel, Brenni does not know of any esplonage
or counter-esplonage activities in which Meissner may have been involved.
He added that subject personally feared and disliked by his co-workers,
would not have been entrusted with such duties, because of the power which
might go with such a pest.

9. Agents' Kotes: These agents note that subject was personally
disliked by a 11 above named informants, including his uncle. However these
agents believe that the facts are substantially as given, These facts, \ :
verified by personal interview with subject, roveal that he is of nasi sentiments,
convinced of the justice of German war aims and still prepared to continue
the propagation of German eims in whatever mamner poasible. The enly
indfcation of espionage or counter-espionage activities, aside from his
propaganda duties at the Consulat, is the subjsct's own sdmission that he
.was empleyed by German counter-intelligence (probably between June and Nev,
1941113@“ Allled prisoners of war to work against their respective
eoun 8¢ .
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