
DEad”RD VON MENDE 

1. personal
a. Full name: Gerhard von MEMDE,	 Georg AETRIVELLI.
b. Born: 25 December 1904, Riga, Latvia.
C. Father : Johannes von AL,IDE, bank director in Mitau (Latvia).

kille d br the Comaunists in March 1919, apparently because
of his position ;,rld c nservative leanings. 	 •

d. Mother: Luise net 10,110 von ,iLADE, last lived at Hartenstein
in the Erzgebirge.

e. Brothers: Hans von ud.e;17,-born 1907, engineer with the Machin-
enfabrik Augsburg-Nernberg (aM), Berlin, last in
the Wehraacht as a comaon soldier.
Kurt von ailiDE, born 1910, syndic with Henckell
Donnersaarch in Kattowitz, Upper Silesia, released
from an American 0 17 camp, last, in Augsburg, Rosen-
austrasse 35.
Walter von MEADE, born 1912, captain, was killed in
action on the Eastern Front, 1942.
Victor von IEWDE, born 1919, engineer, Zwiekau,
Reichstrasse 1; last sergeant in the Luftwaffe,
statioded in East prussia.

f. Sisters: Irene	 born 1903, last in Leuna. 	 -
-Anna-Luise HAaoE, born 1916, last at Wolkensteiner-
strasse, Annaberg (Erzgebirge).
Elsa L.DGRi, last in Oberschlema (Erzgebirge).

g. Wife: Caroline u EdPEoETT, born 15 December 1903, in
Hangesurd, Norway, a writer, last at Uebelngenne.

h. Children: Bugljob von al.ALE, born 1937; Er7ing von *END,
born 1940.

I . Citizenship: ten to Germny after his father's death,
lived on a Nansen pass for stateless refugees until 1924,
became a naturalized German citizen in 1974.

j. personal description: 5 ft.8; abut 140 lbs; slender; light
blond hair; light blue eyes; light comlexion;. one tooth in

f. lower javr Hrotruding a ticeablyi colrteous,; moody; gives
iarression of fairly yung,relatively insignificantpperson;
obviously very clever and seems to lead.

2. Educatin
-T. 1'314-1913, ::xe::-,aratory schoQ1 of Mrs. Teich in Mitau.
b. 1919, the Landesschule ( . gh school) in Mitau and the
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C. 1920-I9"?, the Landesschule pforta (Northern Germny),
graduated 1923.

d. 1927-February 1929, University of Berlin, "Orientalistikv
(Seminar for Oriehtal /unguages), Eastern European history
and law. Got a diploma (no equivalent in American universitie*

e. 1929-1930, went to Paris as an exchange student and studied
at the faulte de droit of the Sorbonne and •tt the Ecole .
nationale des langues orientales vivantes, receiving a
diploma in 'Turkish in 1930.

f. 1930-1931, University of Berlin.
g. 1932-1933, University of Breslau, got Ph.D in 1933,

dissertation entitled, vStIdien Ober die Kolonisation der
Sowjetunionv (Studies on the Colonization of the Soviet
Union).

h. 1 937, received a research scholarship from the Emergency
Association of German Sciences

3. Fmnloyment and Professional Ex7erisnce.
a. June 1923-October 1927, ::ored as an office clerk, tnen as

a ship:Ang clerk for the sniping and dispatching company
of F.H. Bertling in LObeck:

b. 1934-1937, advisor for Kulturpolitik in the German Academi c
Exchildge Service, Berlin.

c. 1935-1937, advisor in the foreign section of the Education
Ministry.

• d. In December 1935, became instructor of Russlandkunde (iussian
Affairs) at . the Wirtschaftshochschule (College of Economies)
in Berlin.

e. In 41. 1 1936, aLs recognized as privatdozent (unsalaried
teacher) for Eussische Nationn:wissenschaft (Russian
National Affairs) at the Auslandshochschule (College for
Foreign Affairs) in Berlin

f. In October 1939, was a , pointed Ausserordentlicher Pro-
fessor (university lecturer) for Foreign Affairs at the
University of Berlin.

g. In October 1942, he became full orofessor at the University
of posen and in 1943, at the University of Berlin.

h. In June 1941, ordered by the Wehrmacht to report to the
Ostministerium. Not given any responsJble assigLient
but served in various minor assignments where an intimate
knowledge of Eastern affairs was ne-..ded. Eventually be-
came head of the Caucasus Section which was later changed
into Abteilung Fremde VOlker (Section for Foreign, i.e.
non-Russian, Nations). In this capacity maintained contact
with A p?st of the Eastern nationalities through national
L eitstellen (control offices) of the Ostministerium and
through the national Verbindungsstabe 41 iaisWcomlittees).
His office also directed activities at the Ostministerium
camn of Wustrau, a training camp for collaborators of

• Eastern natiOnalities. His contact with the RSHA was
allegedly limited to requests for clearelkAe of nfl-Genrwns



3

with whom he intended to aerk. Also helped organize the
propaganda program for Venata of the propagandaministerium .

i. Von AEADE r s Ph.D. dissertation (see 2,g) was published
as a b:ok in 1933 by Briebatsch in Breslau. In 1936,
wrote a paper entitled, "Der Nationale Kampf der Russland-
Ttrken" (National Strugle of the Turks in Russia). In 1938
"Die Sowjetunion" was 4lished and used as a standard work
in the Ostninisterium. All the first editions available.
were later destryed and a second edition published entitled,
"Die VOlker des °stens". Von ,aAALIE disa pproved highly of
this edition. In addition c011aborated with three other
Georgians, Lil being held in an U.S. interrogation canter,
on thirty-six papers dealing 	 national gr:Alps in Russia,
Nazi administrative problems and methAs in Eastern Europe
and the organization of the Ostministerium . (1945)

4. Military Experience.

Deferred from active duty in the Wehrmacht at the request
of the University of Berlin, but later orderod to report
to the Ostministerium b: the Wehrmacht.

5. Residence and Travel
T. Born 1904, Rigo, Latvia.
b. 1914-1919, Mitau, Latvia.
c. June 123-0ctober 1927, LUbeck.
d. Berlin.
e. 1929-1930, Paris.

Also took a trip to Turkey in 1930.
f. 1931, Berlin.	 •
g. 1932-1933, Breslau.
h. 1934-1945, Berlin (in 1942, wLs in Turkey with Legationsrat

Dittman)
April 1J36-1937, Berlin W. 35, Friedrich-Wilhelmstr. 11 .

• 1937-November 1943, " 	 10
November 1943, bombed crit.

i. Anril 1945, left Berlin for Geneva.
j. Xt*-"eamn" of the International Red Cross. Really lived

in a private home or apartmnt in NOchst, Austria.
. k. moved to U.S. interrogation centers at Wiesbaden and then

Oberusel.
1. On 0.74 A,)gust 1945, taken to Uebelngonne in the British Zone.

C. DoliticP.1 Affiliatipns
!ever belonged to	 y olitical 'arty or organization. Opposed
Nazi foreign policy. Accoraing to KEDIA (see Fr 4 ends ana
Ae :ivaint ..,nces below) v pn iths,;:ported and aided the Caucasian
Ntienal g2mmittee -nd c ,ntinu471y ex,•sed himself to dangers
working , ,slibInst the declared policy of the nstA3isterium.

In hts diry, von	 exyresaed hee of gaining American
confidence. He c ,;11..ed ;,1)	 -rivileges accorded I
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former Heels : rid S	 rs-nnel by the Allies. He c'n-
deaned aee!..letely BeneeA end heeeeleeee, heed of the nst-•
einisterium. He a . earently felt thet he vi.5 beieg eishendled
be the emericens et the interrogatien center and pro-
tested the check made into his •est actevities: He felt
he had seeethieg te •efor the Americans and comelained
of indecieion ebut 	 case. He es also fearful that
the Allies did not a:preciete the tiee element involved
in the Fest-eeest struggle and that the Bolshevists would •
triemeh.

Oeinions and Prejudices.
In his diary, von 44ele said thet the cheracterizatioe (ere-
sunabl y Nazi) of the poles wes eerhaps not unjustified. He.
wrote that the poles he had et at the T.R.C. can in 1945
-ere the nest uneiscielined eecele he had ever eet. He
expreesed e dislike of eeles and Hunzariens (bad eaeners).
By centrast, Gereans are decent and active. At Wiesbaden,
he n ted that Americans, eite the exoneetien of sergeants,
were very eolite and friendly. L ater he complained about
American treatment saying that he had not met a single American
who keeps his eromise.

In his diary he betrayed his'Geraan-nattenalisml..'Ha eteted
that the German solution must be a national seletion. A new
Versailles eould hernld in the ruin of Europe. The breaeing
up of Germawmeans eternal chaes...e . A streng Gereany is
necessary to fight o f the rastern danger.

During an interrogation on 8 Au gs...t 1045, he -erned against
the Ressian emigretien. Felt that the eexeeian emigres had
the : . eleticel cenceets c:f the 19th. Centery and no idea
ef e:dern sociel institetions. Their idea was to return to
Ot. Petersburg and be reinsteeed in their entiqueted function s.
On 11 Angus:: lee5, seid tnet the p1en eer Germ:-:n colonization
of Ressia p S far as the Dniep er eas sheer nonsense. Said
that the Caecesiens, eelita Reteceiens rnd Ukrainians were
were even nere higWy individualistic 	 tne Russians and
therefore originally are ocposed to the Soviet sy0etem bf
collectivization.

P. enerateenal Su--estiens
ring interrogations, in his diary and in written reeorts

subeitted during the teterregetien -eriod, von mENDE
freeuently discussed the seceess And extent of Gernan oeerations
into Russie. Details of these oeereteons and erojects such as
the 2E9?1 ,J Project, with -:Lich vr.n 1-t;k1DE was pnrticularly
well ,;.c,:uaited, 3re already en ceen. There was some information
of a mere eeeerel nature enich ient be interesting.

In viee cf the totel nobilizetien of-Soviet eeneower, the
Gere:hs found tree: e civilian cover for an agent was eet
safe. The Ree:nnels eid net share the Gerean craze for documents
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and any ers-..n in Soviot territory was sub:;ect to a detailed
interror7ation ab:ut n:s business, his ,ovements etc. Cnly
a very fe . : agents c,:nld be exected to ,ass such interrogations
safely. Von did n't recommend the use of emigres as agents
because they were n.A acnai .:Ited with recent developments,
are easily discovered in	 of their ign Tance of the
recent sl%ng and can ac .t be given an up-to-date briefing
because of constant chant;es in I ocal Soviet administration.
According to vm L j idE a German m::s never used for a long
range. mission: Because of the distances involved, radiom
contact from Athin Russia was difficult.

Von ..1ZAi)E said that the route taken into the Caucasus, part-
icularly by the Azerbaijcms, was; Teheran-Tebris-Res7A (port)-
Baku.. A good deal of transit trade 4sidaie. moved along the
Reszt-Baku line. There was also an overland connection into
the Caucasus by way cf scuteern Aserbeian. Turkestans
went rximarily by way of .iezhed. Germans could not easily
check these r-tes as there .E.s nn direct information chain
between Teheran and Germany.

Von aE.+DE mentioned Tartar groups in Finland which did good
service for the Finnish Intelligence during the first Ru:.so-
rinnish War (1936). Most of the Tartars live in He sin.: and
Tannerfors. Von Mr said that even salesgirls in fur shops
in Stockholm had acted as intermediaries beteen Constantineple
and the Finnish grc,ups of Tartars. The route used was Harbin- -
TurzLey-GermF,ny-Stockholm-Finland. Von ALADE indicated that
the Tartar group in Finland was very loyal to the Caucasian
cause and were successful in their attempts to evacuate some
Caucasian members of the Red Army,ta,:en prisoners by the
Finns, to the U.S.

Von mEi .njE considered the Tartars definite::.y interested in
an intelligence work directed agaidSt the U.S.S.R. thcugh
would offer tneir services only to those who could make concrete
offers to them in terms of their own r:olitica: I. plans.

9. Friends and Acquaintances

hi:CnIBAJA, 4lichael 	 Born: 1P-11-08. Georgian.
(also 2J..oChIBAja and aL6C6IBRI.,

( ..1aLm.,,IAD,E Jr. 	 Last k.•.wn address; Munich, Monsalvatstr. 7.
Dischared from service to an American
Intelligence agency for security reasons.
Tith v n 4thoDE at U.S. interrogation center
in 1945. Considered cleverest of the four
Georgians there at that time.

GABLIp-,d, Givi Dr. Born 19 December 1919 in Russia. Caucasian.
Married to aLCtaBaJA's sister, Russudan..
M.th v77.n 	 z.t U.S. interrogation center



FRENZEL, fnu	 In ch:4rge.of the Wustrau camp.
GhAbNUV, General	 Old, popular Cosack general. Involved

in -.1ans of the Ostministerium.
HU:aPF, mu	 Director of Veneta, a !art of the

Propagandaministerium.
KAYU1-KhAN	 Von aLwl,E be.ieved heWebe of use in

Eastern o-erations and made a report
tr this effect at the interrogation
canter, 1945.

KNUEPFFER, pr.	 An assistant to VonibirIDE at the
ostministerium.

KEDIA	 ,3ith Von	 at the interrogation
center 1945. Probably has the most
influence in the Georgian group. Helped
in formulations of plans for Russo-Ger-
man war and establishxment of the
CaucasiLn components of the Wehrmacht.

KOCn, Hans professor Advised Ostministerium on Ukrainian
questions.

Ca:Aain.	 Head of an Abwehr croject to train
and dispatch Caucasian sabotage units.

ARUBAChEh, fnu	 A Caucasian, at interrogation center
with von UENDE in 1945.

PUENEh, oberstlt.	 Assigned Abwehr III (c/i). Worked with
the General of the Volunteer Units.

SIBMLENBURG, Count	 Friend of Von alla4DE. PosAbly sent to
a "concentration" camp PO July 1 945.

TUhDER, fnu.	 Handled von dEADE at the Wiesbaden
center.

iAETJEN	 Von ,i.ENDE described him i August 194.
as a "American agent". Also possibly hi&
connections with Abwehr. Supported
a plan for a ?an-Turkish solution to
the Dear East -.n. oblem. Von lEhDE was
opposed to the idea. A personal antagon-
ism between them existed.
With von tiDE at the interrogation =In
center in 1945. A Georgian. “Worked” for
the Third Army.

ZONAJA, Alexander
(also T604iAjA)


