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Irakli TENTESHASRITILI

I. Irakli MINTESTTABVILI, a Georgian resident in Britain Since s Octbber .1946,
applied - for a-U -.- S.TiMmigratiOn - 'Vigia- on 19 May 1958 at the U. ,S.;":EMbasaY:.here
iii- /andon0 - ' 7i7seCUAtY : die bk-f Ormiias-SUbMittad in the hOrMal fabhiaithrO4h . .

SfatiOn-t to JAGUAR, but it - Vas,ssoa clear t,....n this wasfar.' r. -.. ' ii-i.orik-
tine -Ca.se-.7 The	 M:-JAGUAR case O06r L. i nformed (7 	 , that - .
Subject was an active M/A, aimed at the RA under JAGUAR Control sin-Oe'Xardh:.
1951; Who had. been zopera.,tive and useful to them in the pat. ThrOUgh'Sbb
jedt, -according- to C._

1r	

...„1 JAGUAR had been able to identify two previoualy'
thikiicywii . RIB - otil:Ceirin . London, - one of -lithoth- is Currently a tddYing-;t4' England

. fiii ill Baptist theological student (we have been promiseda separaterePortrOn
this interesting aspect of the case, which has not yet been received.), 

2. Subject's wife (Francesda nee CAPU1 born in Reggio Calabria, Italy, 12
February 1928) has relatives in the United States, and Subject informed JAGUAR
that he had decided to apply fot‘immigration visa to the U. S. but wouldneed,	 ,
their guidance and assistance in the security aspects of his application, dui
to his DA "contaCt with the Soviets. JAGUAR "then (same - veekb later) -Cent-a:et-6d
us to inform us of-SUbject I s backgrOUnd, to express - their CoMplete Confidence

e- in his reliability, and torequest our assistance in both protecting to' the
'extent possible the beCurity-of his past - relationship with JAGUAR and by as-.
suring that Subject was not in anyway hindered. in getting hi' 	 because
of his past work for them. In checking the EMbassy records, we find that
Subject I s application wOUld be Processed Under -the Soviet Union quota, for
vhich -there îé no iaiting -Period, and he and his wife would be free to travel
upon receipt of final clearance.

3. ::"Jhas provided the following background informatialla On Subject. As
can be - seen it it VerY bkimpy- bn the actUal period of - Subject I S DA -work fOr:
JAGUAR. lire Will, of course, press r or full details on this aSpeCt -Cf-the Case
If SUbject is to be granted a visa and allowed to enter the U. S. as an
grant.
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40 Text of the JAGUAR.reportr,

"MENTESBASEVILI was born in Tiflis, Georgia, on 10 March 1912, the son
of a priest. After a normal State Primary and Secondary education, he
studied electrical engineering at the Tiflis Industrial Institute, where he
also received flying training. In 1933 he was placed on the Air Force Re-
serve with the rank of lieutenant and in 1937 obtained an engineering diploma.
Be was mobilized in June 1941 and sent to an Air Force unit but soon after-
wards was transferred to the infantry because (he believes) he had attempted
to conceal the fact that his father was a priest. In December 1942,his
battalion (which he commanded) having suffered severe casualties in fighting
in the Caucasus, he deserted to the German forces with 85 fellow Georgians.

"After loyalty tests and interrogations by the Germans, MENTESBASBVILI
was sent as a stool pidgeon into P.o.W. camps, his job being to report on
the suitability of Georgian P.o.W.8 for employment by the Germans. By mid-
June 1944 he held the rank of Oberleutenant with credentials issued by the
Abwehr. Shortly before D-Day MENTESHASHVILI went to Berlin to discuss a
proposition that a Georgian Air Force contingent Should be formed from cap-
tired ex-Soviet Air Force Personnel. Nothingcame of this scheme, however,
and he was posted to a Georgian Cavalry Group and sent to Northern Italy,
where at the time of the Italian Armistice he surrendered to the British.
Valle in British custody he twice resisted the persuasion and threats of
visiting Soviet repatriation teams and eventually through the good offices
of a Georgian colonel of the Polish Anders Army got himself takerCto the
U.K. with the Second Polish Corps.

"MENTESHASHVILI had a variety of jobs in the U.K. after his arrival in
October 1946, but in 1950 he obtained what proved to be more permanent em-
ployment as a draftsman. At about this time he was denounced to the Soviet
Embassy by one TARUNASBVILI, a fellow Georgian, who thought (mistakenly) that
MENTESHASOILI had been an S.S. officer. As a result, MENTESBASWILI was
Contacted by one Lyuba KOZLOVA, a clerk interpreter at the Russian Embassy,
who after several meetings put him in touch in March 1951 with Vladimir
.Alexandrovitch L11GUEEV, Second Secretary at the Soviet Embassy. MENTESHASETILI
agreed to provide information about the Georgian emigre community in the U.K.,
after veiled :threats had been made against his family in Georgia, in order to
t expiate his war guilt'.

"MENTESBASHVILI worked as a D/A under our control from the time of his
first meeting with LEGUESV until 1954, when contact was broken off by the
Russians. In April 1958 he was recontacted by the BIS and was again given
a brief about the Georgian community and again came under our control. .

"MENTESHASBVILI is violently anti-Communist, as must be evident from this
report, and his desire is to see the liberation of Georgia from the Soviets.
He has refused to accept anything apart from a few small presents for his

work on behalf of this Office."


