CONFIDENTIAL

/34/
PRIORITY

ACTION: NONE

INFO: ALA/PA-2, ALA/PU/CA, ALA/SA/R,
ALA/SAZSE, ALA/SEM.. NESA/AI/I, NMON, ODPN-N, UUPS-S, OGLINATABY,

LA/APUB
INCOMING

STATE

ALA/SH, ey

.‘

OGITRW 462, OPCTR/EALA , OFUTR/MNESA, RF, FILE, LAJAPUB-2 | NE/ISKR-2) CR/N,
DO/MNESA, EPO/AA, EPUINET, ICS/HC/LA, ICS/HC/ME, NCF, wWeSa/ki/U.

NESW/SCIO, NIW/LA, NIU/NE, PP3/A0-2, PPS/PD-2, PPS/SEC-

(2474

85 6414359 ScCp PAGE 0OO1
: TOR: 0819507 FEB 85

PP RUEAIIB

ZNY CCCCC 2Z0C STATE ZZH

STUSO62

PP RUEHC

DE RUEHTV #2173 0391740

ZNY CCCCC ZZH

P 0817302 FEB 85

FM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV

TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7118
INFO RUESAS/AMEMBASSY ASUNCION PRIDRITY 0039
RUEHUM/AMCONSUL. JERUSALEM PRIORITY 6624
BT

CONFIDENTTIAL

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TEL AVIV 0217

5;;
E.O. 12356: N/A T
TAGS: PREL. IS. PA

SUBJECT: ISRAELI PRESS REPORTS ON U.S. .DECISION TO AID
- IN PURSUIT OF NAZI WAR CRIMINALS

REFS: A) TEL AVIV 2153, B) TEL . AVIV 2108

1. YAD VASHEM OFFICIALS RELEASED THE TEXT OF THE
MESSAGE TC PRESIDENT REAGAN ON FEBRUARY 7 (REFTEL A).
ISRAELI PRESS REPORTS ON FEBRUARY 8 STATE THAT

THE USG WILL ESTABLISH A SPECIAL DIVISION IN THE
JUSTICE DEPARTMENT TO TRY NAZI CRIMINALS WHO
UNLAWFULLY ACQUIRED U.S. CITIZENSHIP THEREBY
ENABLING U.S. AUTHORITIES TO DEPORT THEM.

2. THE GOVERNMENT PRESS OFFICE (GP@) PUBLISHED

A REPORT FEBRUARY 8 STATING THAT MINISTER OF
JUSTICE MOSHE NISSIM DISCUSSED THE SPECIAL

DIVISION TO BE ESTABLISHED IN THE U.S. JUSTICE
DEPARTMENT DURING A FEBRUARY 8 MEETING OF THE
INTERMINISTERIAL COMMITTEE SET UP TO COORDINATE
EFFORTS TO BRING JOSEPH MENGELE TO TRIAL. MINISTER
NISSIM TOLD THE COMMITTEE THAT THE USG HAS ACCEDED
TO THE ISRAELI JUSTICE MINISTRY‘S ARGUMENT THAT
NAZI CRIMINALS INVESTIGATED BY THE SPECIAL DIVISION
COULD BE EXTRADITED TO ISRAEL BNCE IT WAS DETERMINED
THAT THEY ACQUIRED THEIR U.S. CITIZENSHIP BY UNLAWFUL
MEANS. IN ADDITION THE GPO REPORT STATES THAT NAZI
WAR CRIMINAL JOHN DEMEUANIUK (KNOWN AS “"IVAN THE
TERRIBLE") IS CURRENTLY ON TRIAL IN CLEVELAND, OHIO.
NISSIM SAID THAT DEMEJANIUK WOULD STAND TRIAL IN
ISRAEL FOR HIS WAR CRIMES IF U.S. COURTS DECIDE

HE CAN BE EXTRADITED.

3. ISRAELI NEWS ALSO REPORTS THAT AN ANNDUNCEMENT
WAS MADE BY U.S. ATTORNEY GENERAL SMITH STATING THE
U.S. JUSTICE DEPARTMENT WILL BEGIN AN INVESTIGATION
TO DETERMINE THE WHEREABOUTS OF JOSEPH MENGELE.

THE INVESTIGATION WILL LOOK INTO ALLEGATIONS THAT
MENGELE WAS HELD AND THEN FREED IN THE AMERICAN
OCCUPATION ZONE OF VIENNA AFTER WORLD WAR II.
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