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"DER SPIEGEL" LIEEL

1. The Septenmber 28 1960 isgue of the German megazine "Der Spiegel" published an article
in which
¥y Cermsn war criminal Max Merten slandered Prime Minister Karavanlis, Minister of
Interior Dimitrios Makris and his wife Fudoxoula Leondlithou Makris,. Following Bre

the main points of the slander:

8, Karamenlis, ﬁakris and Evdokoﬁla Mskris were informers of the Aegean Commend
of the Germens during tho-occﬁpation recelving money and bbivilegee for such
ser&#cea~and particularly the liquidstion of a Jewish silk msterdsls werehouse
thglﬁroceeds of which were a?out 15,000 British Pounds,

b, Herten has a photograph tsken during the occupation in which he is shown
ftogether with Makris, Evdoxoula and Keremenlis posing as “unc;a"(tha meaning

~ of the word "uncle" here conveys the meaning of protector and,intihate person).
¢. Merten wants to be tried in the Cermsn courts so that he can prove the above,

Reysrcuasions in Gresk Governments 3

2+ On Monday night, 26 September 1960, 8ll Athens newspapers received & copy of Der
’ };Spiegel with the 1ibel article which was meiled from Athens. The Government press
-immediatoly communicated tho neue of the article to the Government while the |
‘opposition rress started léoking into the Press lLaw to sscertain whaether the article
could be reprintod without 1iébility for libel suits and/or governmental restrictions.
In "Fatia'" a meeting was, calléd which was attended by legal counsel Fanagiotis

,2

| {/ Lykourezos end others., |

3. In the meantime ihe~Gov¢rnment quietly boﬁght 81l the coples of Der Splegel so that

the magssine couId not/%e found at newstands. On 27 September & meeting was called
by the Prime Ministe¢ 11 which vers also present Kostantinos Tsatsos and Tryfon
Trlandafilakos/and pos ibly Dimitrios Makris and Panaglotis Kanelbopouloa. The

Def Spiegsl articlo uas discussed»and and an attenpt wes made to reach a decision
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3+ {continued)
e8 to whether or not the srticle should be made publiec end other espects of the issue.,

The Government finally decided thiéqueniﬁg, after a series of high level conferences,
- | :

th meke public the libel artidle and issue thelstatement that é@l claims made by

Merten were untrue and that Minister of Interior Makris would sue those regponsible

\

for the slander.

»
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Reaction in the Oppositions

[

4o FDA moved fast to capitelize on thé.situation. EDA asked deputy Stamat;s ﬁerkouris to
resgister a question with the Perlisment on the issue but he refused. The plsn was to
word the question in such a wey as to meke the article of Der Spiegel p&&%ic even if
the Government, had chosen not to do soc. Finglly it was agreed thet Illas Brgdimas

would register & question on the isswe with the Parllament. I =

5. Liberesl Party leader Venizelos made & stetement to the effect that he hadEnQVSOmment
on the essence of the matter but those slendered should go to the courts ih order‘to
protect their offices and the prestige of Greece, In the meantime there were reports
that Liberal Perty deputy Mbaketselos would register 8 question on the issua ‘with the

Parlisment. ; i

6. The politicsl corresrondents of the Athens press generslly held the opinion that the
yroblem wés rather serious but the majority believed that those who were slandered
were innocent, Efthimios Pepesgeorgiou ef "Eleftheria" and Harilsos Manos of"Avgi"
held that the lssue was 8 very serious politicesl protlem while Manousos FPloumidis
of "Fleftheria™ held that three fourths of'the article was stated during the Merten
trisl in Athens while the rsmaining one fourth which contained the slander against

Karamanlis appeared to te incorrect.

(: jj conversations on the Issuss

7.(: ‘:3 spoke to several individuals in connection with the article. These individulas

and the main points of conversation are the followingz
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A. Underminister of Preés‘Trvfon'Triandafilékos:*~Triahdafilékoé called [ ‘*:]an\

asked his opinion in general,’ During their meeting which: “took . place at 1230 hours,
today. L; » <:]ex;wessed the opinion thet foreign correspondents Marioa Modieno,
Sedgwick, “grpesu. and Rigos should be called in so that ﬁriandafilakos would be
shead of their reaction., He mroceeded to do so, ?riapdafilakos stated that Herten
is lying but hes sométhing in‘his hénde,in all probqbility, on the besia of which
he is threatening. He also mede the rémark that Evdoxoula'ﬁakris had not been as

careful as she should have been,

B, Ursuls (fnu) of the Germsn News_Agency: She steted the following:

1, When Merten wes beirg deteined before his trisl in Greece she had been asked
by Der Spiegsl to write an article on him slanted to his favor, She answered
that she could write only an objective article and it would have to be against

“grten.

2. Merten is finencislly destroyed because after all that has transpired he cannot
~ work successfully ss s lawyer even though he is in partnership with a well
known Franfurt lawyer, In her opinion, therefore, the Der Spiegel article had

the followingireasonsx

1. Merten would get revenge against individusls who did not esgist him

sufficlently.,

2, Article is connected with the internel affairs of Germanysince Merten's
partner 1s a significent political personality being & member of the
Central Comrittee of the Cermen Socialist Party which is the opposition

In Germany and seeks to defame Germen Government personalities

C. Mario Modieno: He stated the following:

1. Whole affeir constitutes blackmeil sgainst Germen Government.
2, Merten probebly has information at his dispbsal which can shake the Greek

Government. He threaten to talk if he.is'tried in Germany,

empeene
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The slaﬁdor against'Karamanlis is pntirely’untiue because he was in Athens during _
the occupstion aﬁ& later 1eft‘fcf Cairo, Karsmanlis met ﬁakris for the first time
in Athens in 1956 dgring the Voulpiotis trial when Mgkris was & lewyer in the case,
The attempted 1nvoivement of Ksramanlis, therefore, does not seem to bs anything

else but political'intrigue.

It is definite that Evdoxouls Mskris was a typist in the mymmmxd specisl office of
Merten during his stey in Sslonikas, It must be pointed out, Lowever, that Salonike
wag one of the Germsnophile cities of ﬁre-uar Gresce and that many upper cless

ghrls attended the Germen scademy &nd later worked for the Germans.

Mekris waes leading & carefree life during the occupstion playing cerds extensively
and, at times, losing large su@s of money. There uere'reports that he was getting
money from women and one such ocsse has been reportsd to be his affair with Mrs,
Kouberl who was much older than he was and the wife of the lauyer who helped Makris
in his carreer, Tgssos Nastos of "Drasis" of Makedonia reports thaet he and Makris
were good friends during the occupation having good times and gambling extensively.
lig faels it is possible Makris exploited the relationship of his then girl f£ix

friend Evdoxoula Leondithou.

Jqurnaiist andeEH~public‘relations'officgr Kostas,Tfiaﬁdafilidis vho is a friend
of_Makris;and Nestos reports that Maerten csme to Greece either at the invitetion
or simply the knowledge of Mskrls, He slso reported that Merten was'inviped to the
Mekris houss for cocktails prior to his arrest. Tryfon Triandafilakos also immplied

this.




