MEMORANDUM: FOR:  Chief, of/COR/FI

i 3 De=briefing of a Hecent Byelnmaam
Eaigre by ATFRIMEA/1.

1. ATPRIMER/1 browght to the sttention of the "SR/DOB Ukrainian/
Byalorussian Case Officer the fact that he had heard thst an elderly
. weman, recently emigrated to the States, had information concerning
. the fate of [ 7} vhich wos at decided variance with the
SOVIEI' version of the demse of the ) as published
in "Quadrant E-52%. In expectaticn or ascertaining the truo facts »
" and with the hope that ane of the -] might still be alive,
-the Case Officer directed ABPRIMER/L t0 proceed to the Source's
'placootn-ﬁcmamwde-br:ufhnrutothoi 1 amd
also as to any other iuns of intemaamo intereat at her dispossl.

/. 2. The de-briefing took place on 2, and 3 January 1959. Source
lived in BOVOGRODEX, BIFLOSSIA until Fetruary 1957, st which time

" she moved to POLAND. She arrived in the United States from POLAND an
Novembor 1558. Bowree is 68 years old, Las a high school education.
She nmade a living by speculstion snd by keeping house for Soviet
officers billeted in her home. She was arrested by the MVD in 1SL7 end

‘spent six months in KAZAKTSTAN. Her husband was arrested by:t.he MWD
in 1546, released in 195, end died ir 1956.

3. The informntion as contained in the attachmsnts was pbtaimd
by the Souxce through personal experience. The origingl from which
th% information Was lextracted may be found in th ATFRIMER/1 File,
Sr/bos.




Source states that on or about 26 August 195k, a Soviet Officer with
the rank of Hajor drove up to her house in a motorcycls side-car and unied
for a ryai. Source told the Major that she had nothing at that time but
that sho expscted one of the tliree officors at her home, two lisutenants
and a surgeon, to leave in a few days and that the Major could came back
then.

The face of the Major seemed a fawmiliar one to the Source bit she .
could not place it. The Hajor asked Jource about her husband and children.
From the manner in which the Major put his questions and frou the questivns
themselves, Source deduced that tho Major was not merely another Soviet
Major but one who knew quite a lot about her family. The Major left her
house stating that he would returm but he did not.

At that tizme, August~September 1954, ths Soviet iArmy was holding

maneuvers in the NOWOGX(DEX province. Source states that more military
- units with heavy equipment passed th“?\ NCVOORODEKX than had passod

through during “orld Yar IT. (AEPRIMII/1 states this may probably have
been the result of the uprisings in Germany in 1953, at which time Soviet
- units from Byelorussia and the Ukraine were moved into Fast Germany.
Quite possibly the units going into NOVOGRGIEIK were to replace thoss
noved into East Cermany).

Source states that she heard rumors in the city of NOVOGRCDEK and

- more espocially she heard the officers living in her hoas say that
American parachmtists had wounded the Commsnder-in-Chief of ihe maneuvers,
Marshal TIMOSAENKO, kilied several high ranking Soviet officers, and
wounded many more. These killings occurred two days after the visit of
the Hajor to Source!s homs. It haé been discovered that ones of the persms
- involved in the shooting (AFPRIMER/1 says "of the Army Headquarters

" Command Post") was a Soviet Major. An order was {ssued by the Soviet

" Military suthorities thst every Soviet Hajor was to be arrested and
thoroughly investigated, This caused a panic among all the Sov et officers
4in the NOVOGRCDFK preovince. All Soviet officers became suspiciocus.

Source states that she herself saw Marshal TIMOSHENXO when he was brought
‘to the hospital in NOVOGROD'K. He was hegvily guarded and the city was

. heavily patrolied. . :

In falZ of 195k; sometime after the shooting, Source hired a

. carpenter to. repair seversl windows in her home. During the oourse of
" conversation the carpenter identified himself as being the uncle of the
.. Soviet Major who had visited her. (AZPR 1 states that Source was ..
= ghla, at this point, to recall [ because both he and AEFRIMER/1 |
had attended school in HOVOCRODEK together and both had visited Source's
home muny times). Source recalled the visit of —) and became
oognizant of what up to this time she had only suspacted - that the Soviet
' 'Major wss one of the "American parachutists”.




The carpenter confirmed the story Source had heard previously from the
Soviet officers in her home and told her further that (. J hed
been exscutmd. Later a local female teacher who had been 1n 1ave with

—) visited Source and told Source that (__ ~Dhag been
1lying in NGVGCRUDEX for some time. i friend of the Source who had been
in BARAHWICHI at the time of the process execution of &
told Source of the process and execution of .C D
arcse at the process and instead of confessing said, "you \d.l.l kill =e,
but the people will rise up and liberate themselves frow Commnist slavery.
I die but in my place will come thousands”. When was being
conducted through the streets of BARAIOVICKHI to his execution he shouted
such slogans as "Long live a Iree Byelorussis" and "Death to Bolshevisw®.
The trial process and the execution was = commlata failure for the Soviets
since the people wers in sympathy with A C j and many cried
openly at his fate.

The officers who lived in Source's home often talked nbout(—
and the other men who surrendered himself to the MVD, and who was pardoned
and 18 now studying in the Urdversity of Minsk. (This is . ( __1
When Source was asked Wy AEFRIMER/1 {f she lmew the identity of the man
who had surrendered shes could not remember it, however, when the names was
mentionsd by AEPRIMER/1 she recalled it as being the nane of the man who
had given up to the WU.

Source imew nothing more about theC- S :_] She had read nome
of the account as published in the Sqviet Komsomolskaya Pravda, Source
says that friends teld her that they had read sccounts in of another.
group of parachutists that had been captured, _Source is ¢omvinced this
must have been a different group and not the IC_,. At first the
feeling within the small circle of Source's friends in Byelorussia was
negative towards the Americans for sending msn to their certain death.
The feeling was the same after people read the accounts in Somsomols
Pravda. This was & first feeling, later after thought, a feeling of
frj.endship and understending combined with pridc was felt towards the
Anmericans and people who fight for freedom and liberation, and & hatred
toward Comminists,

Source atates another incident which may have been the work of the

She overheard the officers living in her house speak of

~a case of po which occurred in the Spring of 1954, in the Soviet
nilitary barracks, three kilawsters from NOVOGRODEX near the village of

SKRYDLEVO. Many 3oviet soldiers died from eating food which had been
poisoned in one of the cooking csuldrons. Investigation disclosed that
the polson used must have been American since non of that type is produced
in the USSR, (T painan ~~32 haye been the "L" tablets which vere
carried in by J.
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0ADGASTING_FROM THE WEST

Source says that the people of NOVOGEMDEK, in general, listen to
broadcasts fron the West. No many Byeloruwssians om good rsdio receivers.
Some hove had specisl radio roceivers built for thes with which they can
use antemngs that sre hung down inside of wells rather than strung out in
the open. Thoss persons who have receivors pass the news they hesr on to
friends who do not have receivers and in this manner almost all of the
population becomes cognizant.

Listening to Western brosdcasts is a politicsl crime and punishavle
by impriscmment. Therefors, persons who wish to hear Western broadcasts
own two redioc receivers - acne is known officislly to everyone, the other
maintained seoretly. There 1s at least one such clandestine receiver in
every village. Thare ars msny more clandestine receivers in cities.

Soviet jamming is abeut 505 effective. At times reception is very

. clear and at other times jammed to illegibility.

Source could identify only Voice of America. Regardless of the radio
which is broadcasting people call it the Voice of Americs, or in gemersl
they say "the Amorican radio seid this or that®.

Source heard only broadcasts in the Russisn language. Hor frionds
have heard broadcasts in addition, in Polish, Byelorussian and Czechoslovakian.
The prograa most liked ¥y the Source was a religious one given on Eastar

HOW .

Source states thst people would like best to have the broadcasts in
the Byelorusasian language sine then they could undersiand the contemt
wotter. At the present, progrens in the Byelorussian language are
Presented but rarely aml never over Voice of America. Soms people are
angry at the Amsricans for this saying like the Poles before and the

- . Russians now, the Americans also consider the Byelorussians to be wnimportant.

1istondng to Western hrosdcasts was very popular after the death of
Stalin because of relaxation of political controls. This lasted only till
the vprising in Hangary. During the time of the Hungarian revolution ard

" for some time after there was a grest deal of excitement and agitation in

Byelorussia and expectation that at last samething would happen. That the
Americans would help the Hungarians and other nstions to libsrate themselves
and cause the destruction of Commmiom, Hothing of the sort occurred and
the people becames disappointed and angry at the Americans for giving up

80 easily. People ssid, gemerally, that the Americans do not want to

fight Communism and naturally they will not belp the Byslorussians to
reestablish cur indspendence., Because of this dissppointment and out of
fear of discovery and punishment many people destroyed their clandestine
receivers.

Source told of an incident involving & Clerk in the Post Office in
WSIELUD (12Xm from MOVOGRQDEK) who was in charge of the central receiver
which is cannected to all the loudspeakers in private homss. One night

" the oclerk listened to the Voice of Amarics and negleoted to discesmect

SECRET
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S the londspeakers. Every person having & loud speaker in his home also
R was able to hear the broadcast. A few days later the clerk was arrested
o by the MVD snd sentenced to 25 years in a concentration camp.

A current anecdotey Mr. Krushchev was expenting Amsrican visitors
at this office. An orderly cams in and said "Comrade Krushohev your
< pants are not pressed well for this occasion®. Xrushchev answered,
: "How do you know?® "The Voice of American said 30" the orderly answered.




ATTACHMENT: 3

PUBLIC_ OPINION

Source states that in general the Byeslorursien people are crmizant
of the national persecution directed by the Russians., They are full of
hatred towards the Russisns because of this and because all the decrees
on national and local level come from Russians. The Russians hold all
exscutive and othor important posts in the administrstion begimning
from the lowest one to the KISIELEV (sic). This is so in all wranches and
departmants of the sdministration, io commercisl and industrial sstablish-
nents, schools, the militis, etc. VWith the exception of informers all
the persounel with the WD are Rusasians. As s Tesult everyons 5¢es and
feels that he is living under foreign occupstion, propaganda to the
cortrary notwithstanding.

Source says that in the event of war there will be an uprising
against the Russians in which all Byelorussisns will participsate. Those
.-. Who will especially participate will be the peasants who hate the

- kolkhezes. There will be many leaders because Source knows that many
Arzy officers are against the regime, even though they themselves are
Russiens,

The 3Byelorussians expected and expect to gain their independence,
They hoped to have scme autonomy after the Potsdam Canferencs, which
penvitted the admission of Byelorussians to the United Nations, but

nothing happened.

The Byelorussians have continuously expected the nove for liberatien
t0 come from the West, particularly froa America, but the retreat showm
in the "cold war® has caused people to doubt that liberation will coma
soon.

At the NOVOGR(CEX high school some students repatriated from Cermany

_organized a secret organization. They obtainsd weapons and mractised
with them intsnding to use them in an uprising, They were discovered

by the MVD iod all vere semtsenced to 10 years impriscawent., This was in
1945. Some of these have been relcased and have returned to NOVOGRODEK.
Sonrce! s husband told Source that when he was in prisen in BARANOVICHI
(1946-195)) he and some other prisoners were being taken out en work
details one day. While they were being wolked to work they passed by an
area used for training pilots., The pilots noticing the prisomers broke
ranks and ran to them. Seeing the age of the prisoners snd their
condition the;student pllots began to insult the MVD guards, asking them
if they could not fimd more dscent jows for the priscners etc. amd
provigion to the prisoners that soon the day would come when accounts
would be settled.

In general, young people do not wanmt to go intc Arxy service. They
always try to avoid it, some oven preforring to becoms desefters. Today
conscripts are not called up by written notice, but instead, police come
to the draftee's home and escort him to the military barracks. The same
procecdure is followed when reservists ars recalled for reserve training.

- SkCRET




When Source was leaving HOVOGRCDEK (1957) she visited many friends to
say good-bys. These people knew she intended to go m further to America.
She was told, "You go to President Eisenhower and tell him about everything,
and tall him that he should not desl with the Cosmmists, but destroy thea
as soon as possible, because waiting too loug may ke too late and America
might be destreyed instead".
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cITY Oor NOVOGRODEX
In 1939 population was approximately 12,00. Populaticn as of 1957 is

" appreximately 10,000

HOVOOR(DIX has been rebuilt quite & bit. Electricity is supplied by
a pover station at BARANOVICAY (40 Ka from HOVOGRODFK) without restriction.
In 1946, Soviets began to install a sewer system in the city. The
Miskievich House-mnseum has been rebuilt. A big new hotel has been build
for tourists, mostly those from POLAND. In the center of the city the
Sovists have erected a "memorial wosrd" (probebly a war memorial).
NOVOGRODEX hgs two resteurants, four factories and s brewery. imong the
factories there is a3 furniture factory, & sweater factery and a canmery.
Thare are several achools, two high schools, one Russiasn and one Byslorussisn.
4 Teacher's School (Peduchilishche) and a Hecbanical Schoal for tractorists
and tankists,

Two Orthedax Churches are open. All peopls worship., Even ailitary
personnel sttend, Of two Catholic churches, cnme is open and cne is used
for storage. Gemerally, the poople support the Priests very well, so
well, in fact, that they do not know what to 4o with the donations.

Transportstion in the city is gocd. Trolley buses have been
introduced. There iz regular bus service between the city and other towms.

The Rayon (regional) offices are located in the VOJEVGDSTVO Building.
The Fassport Office is located in the city jail.
Persoms convicted of crimes are {eken to the jail in BABANOVICHI,

There is only a detention house in NOVOUR(DEX, on BZYLYAKSKI Street.

A NMechanical School now occupies the Palace of Justice,
The WD and the Militia are housed on SLONIMSKI Street between the

. VOJEVADSTVO Building and the closed Catholic Church,

There are some autamobiles ir the city but they belong to the NVD,

* the sdlitary and the administration. ,

There i ons movie house and one hall for dances aud meetings.

Military barracks are located 3 km from SOVOGRCDEXK near the village
of SXRYDLEVO., There are many units based thers, scue commanded by
Censrals. Until 1956, married officers were sllowod to live in the city.
(Source slways had seversl in her home). Since 1956, hiwever, no
military persomel are allowed to live in the city. 4t present married
officers 1ive in houses near the military barracks near SXRIDLEVQ. There
sre 20 of these houses.

Commodity prices as of 1957 -~ average worker earning in 1957 was 700

v rables per month -

Veal meat - 7 rubles per kilogram J
per KHogren SEcarT
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lard - 13 rubles per kologram
Sugar - 9 rubles per kg
R Flour - S rubles per kg
. Suees (patr) - 250 %o 300 rubles .
L Suit = 1,200 to 2,500 rubles
i Gasoline - LO kopsks per litre, (sold freely)




ATTACHMENT: 5

.~ SOVIET INTSLLIGFMCL ACTIVITY

Source was called mgny times to the MVD offices to give information
about hor children - three of whom ore presently residing in the U.S.
Mostly they asked why her children did not return to their hoasland.
Scarce's reply was that they were always disobedient in the past s0 how
can she nake them obedient and have they listen to her now?

Source was asked several timen about BORIS RACGULA and NINA RAGULA
(Baris's cousin). The HVD once asked Source to go to POLAND to atteapt
to locete NINA RAGULA. They offered a great dsal of money and an
escort. Source refused saying she was too ald and too stupid an old
woman to do that wrk. In her place & Hr, JOSEFH HUXC was sent to
POLAND, !lis, however, could not find NINA RAGULA. Mr. BOKO wes a
Sergeamt in the &th Battallion stationed in NOVOGRODFX during the war.
Fle was supposedly lost in an embush between NOVOGR(DEK and WSIELUB in
194k, Accerding to Source he 1s alive and working for the MWD,

In the fall of 1957, the HVD called an the wife of Source's eldest
son to ask her about Source's other son in the United States. The wife
could give them no informetion about her brother-in-law. The MVD
however, told her that they were sware of his emigree activities, that
he was pressnt at a Congress of ths Byelorussian imerican Associstion ard
also that he was a cendidate for a high post in that orgamization,
(AEPRIMER/1, the de-briefer of Scurce states thet this is correct).




The Beris Case:

Source atates that a few nonths before Lavrentia Beris was
arrested he issued an order to all landlords and superintandents of
state houses to register all tenants who came from other Soviet
Republics, aspecislly those from Russis, because their posts would be
f11led Byelorussisns. The Russians who had good administratiwm
positions booame panicky and were filled with concern as to what this
was all sbout and what thoy would do when they returned. HNothing
cane of this as Beria was arrested and exscuted before the order could
be put into effect.

The Jewish Doctors Plot: N

i S Scurce states that thore was in actuality a Jewish Doctors
B R Flot. Because after the arrest of the eleven doctors, mostly Jewish,
B R all drugstores remained closed for two weeks. In BOVOGRCDEK, the

L . two drugstores remained closed for that period during which time all
P medicines were checked and analized., When this was accomplished the
o stores were ro-cpened. oo




