rd
P

17 December 1959

. MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

" .’ SUBJECT: Operatimal Meeting with Mr. Constantine Mierlak |

1. A personal meeting was held byc/ _]E (?)

and the undersigned with Subject on 16 December 1y5y, bstween thé

of 1600 and 1815, in the Fleetwood Restaurant, 11 Trinity st., New on-k
City, N. Y.

- 2. Prior to the meeting with Subiect. a meeting was held by

) and the undersigned with ! {C of the : .
‘Office of V/0. Mr. Barmard is the 0/0 representdtive in cantact wita
the Marlaks. The purpose of this meeting was to mest : T and

to aoquaint him with the background of the cese involving Subject and
the Marlaeks.

3. The time of the meeting was unfortunately awkward in that

| Subject had been prepared that evening to bring his wife home fram &

hoepital with their new-borz son. Subject subsequently explained that
this would not have been possible since patients were not discharged

_ after 5 p.m., and that he was, therefore, able to attend the meeting.

4. "The undersigned started the meeting by informing Subject of

" the situation, i.s., that the Marlaks had requested of their 0/0

cantact that they be paid tha sum of §1,800,00, being the travel fare
incurred by them in making a trip to the Soviet Union and ths Byelo-
russian SSR upon the request of Subject, for the U. S, Government.

The Marlaks claim that Subject came to them (1958), ascertained that

they were indeed gaing to the Soviet Uniom and the BSSR possibly in

1959, 1960, or later. The Marlaks claim that Subject induced them to
make the trip in 1959, gave them tasks to accomplish such as making
contaots with various people in the BSSR, taking pbotographs of Minsk,

of railrosds, of eliciting information about Radio Free Burope broadesste,
Radio Liberation broadcasts, et al. The Marlaks furthsr claim that
Subject stated that they, the Marlaks, would be reimbursed for their
round trip fares and Mrs. Marlak's loss of salary., Upom their return
from the trip abroad they were informed by Subjeot that there 'ould be ) y
no reimbursement forthcoming for the resson that he, the Subject, had R
acted merely as a middle mar and that the money was to come from the - :
UeS« Government. Subjoot further stated in written correspondsnca to oy
the Marlaks that he had acted in good faith but that the person with R
whom he had contact in the Govermment had not acted in good faith in

W

.that be did not provide the funds ($1,800.00) in questiom.

S. Subject claims thet he did not approach the Marlaks and induce
them but that he learned that the Marlaks wers making a trip abroad and

"-that they came to him (he is President of the Byelorussian American
_ Aasociation) to learn the addrssses or whersabouts of relatives and friends.
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Subject admits that he “asked them to do some things" because time for
the Marlak departure was mear and he feared that his contact (the
undersigned) would not call him in time to tell him what the Marlaks
were to do, while in ths Soviet Union and the BSSR. Subject also

admits he told the Marlaks that the travel fare and Mrs. Marlak's salary
would be paid by kis organisation (the Byelorussiam American Association)
but that he did this because he did not want to disclose the Governmmmt
as the source of the funds,

6. The undersigned wishes to state that he received the information
of the Marlek trip froem the Subject and at that time informed Subject
R AN that the information might or might not be wsed by the undersigned and

2 sny imterest should not be mis-construed as being a comittal. (The
L undersigned had in mind transmittal of this lead to SR/10 as had been

previocusly with other such operational lesds). Subject wished to kmow

what financial arrangement could be expected if the wndersigned did

use the Marlaks for some purpose or other. The undersigmed stated that

in all probability oaly the round trip fare of Mr, Marlak would be

paid, approximstely $900,00 if Marlak was used. In a subsequent meeting
_ . with Subject, Subject asked {¥ anything vas to be.done with the Marlaks.
The undersigned stated nothing was plamned at the mement but that the
T ,J/ possibility always existed that they might be used. Subject stated

I that this uagar_vondcrtll opportunity to obtain informatien on ths BSSR,
= 7§ partienlarlysin that the Merlaks were planning to take color movie films
S T\ of the seitry and\that if the undersigned did not fumd the trip that
ject would fund trip from monies at his disposal in the Byelo-
Fussien imerican Ayseciation, (At another mesting Subject stated
"funds at his disposal from the ENR"). In the early part of April 1959
the undersigned.vas informed by a representative of SR/10 that that
branch was interested in the Marlsks only if they could be in Minsk, BSSR
in time to photegraph the 1 May celebration. Subject was contacted by
telephone by the undersigmed at which time Subject stated that the
_ Marlaks were te visit him en 10 - 12 April 1959, and that he would .
o learn what he could at that time. 4 subsequent contact with Subject
e . disclosed that the Marlaks had arranged to legve the U,S, about 31 May
T or 1 Junes, It was at this tims that Subject was informed that the
Marlaks could not be used. Subject stated that this was difficult
since the Marlaks had obtsined passports, visas eto. The undersigned
agreed that "it was tough" but that a comdtment had never been made
N - by him to the Subject. The underwigned pointed out that he had been
‘et led to believe that the Marlaks were going any way and in sny event
©" that Subject had stated on several occasions that he would off-set a
portion of the expenss himself from at his disposal. On 21 July
1959, Subject was again contacted by ! ) of SB/DOB and the.
undersigned for the purpose of terminating Supject's contract. Subject
again brought up the payment of Marlak expenses, stating that Subject
had received receipts in the amount of $1,500,00 from the Marlaks.
Subject was again informed by the undersigned that no coammitment had
ever been made or implied by the undersignsd to pay the Marlaks for
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travel or expenses and that therefore could not and would not maks
such a commitment at that tims. Subject stated that it seemed that
he would then have to use his funds.

7. From the discussion during the meeting on 16 Doe-ber 1959,
the following is deduced by the wndersigned:

a. That the Marlaks may or may oot be telling the whols
truth.

be That Subject may or may not be telling the whole truth.
. "o That the Marlaks did make the trip to the Soviet Union.

.- de That contact by 00 upon their return did lend credence
to Subject's claim of Government spomsorship.

"ee That Subject did levy requiresents upon the Marlaks
(coampletely without any suthority fro- the undersigned).

£+ That Subject did imply, state, or infer to the Marlaks
that they would be reisbursed for a portion of thedr
expenses. gco-plcu]: without any authority from the
undersigned

e ge That Sabject levied requirements upon the Marlaks upon
o ) his owvn initiative for his owm purpose or for the usuage
s _ ot(tho BNR.
‘he hn{t the entire ‘situation vas a BNR operation with an
atteapt being made to force reimbursemsnt from “rich
uncle® rather than depléte the BNR coffers.

8. The solution arrived at is that Subject will contact the
Marlaks during the Christaas holidays or else 1 - 2 January 1969, and
nake every effort to resolve this dilema. (Subject signed a statement
to this effect). Subject stated that he felt almost 100% sure that
he could make an agreesdble nttlc-nt witht the Marlaks, Subjeot vas
ordered, if a settlemsnt is reached, to ain a statement from the
Marlaks that they were sstisfied and release: the U.S. Governmeant
from all claims by them.

9. The meeting terminated with arrangements “to be made by
telephone for subsequent meeting.

10, It is wmfortunate that 00, being completely imnocent of any
complicity should have been approached by the Marlaks for reimburssment.
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proper restitution aid thersby relieve 00 and the Government

sold on the oreditability of the Marlaks and impressed
with their innocence and sinoerity end in finality stated his

] or snother money would have to be passed to
problem thus enabling him to cperate normally in the
o home city of the Marlaks as well as satisfying the Marlaks. )

~ P

AT LT L e e

Lot ey

g

AU M 5

= ) tnin

o




