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Influential Frankfurter Angevin° Zoitung Jan 21 contained

article by	 Potr Ileumann deferd-VG survey research method in

•. C.;cnerel • and. .. S.1B .. In pert.icular, though taking exception io 'micas° of

rePort. Veumenn co-director of largest Gorman opinion survey organi-

zation v;isich does surveys for FedGov.

Pertinent ex-tracts follows

"The publication of an A.mer survoy on the attitudes of the Gar

people towards National Socialism has attracted considerable attention.

No one will ho more astonished about this than the Reactions Analysis •

...ttaff in the AL-lerican Veadguarters 	 Velaem, which is res mnaible f.or

this survey. This section of the 1. 1.igh Couraission, consisting of

internationally recognized ensorte 'In the field or iJublic opinion

renearch, has in the .past, seven years written several hundred reports

about the political .climiite In Germany, recordin;; facts similar to

those which now, over night and at a particular norient have becn

r:agnified into an event of dramatic invortance....,...

	 the first affect of this Amer publication was that Ger

liticians nade statements declaring that sta./dies of this kind aro
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doubtful and unreliable. They amittod, however, to prove those

asaortions 	

- "There is no doubt whatever that the surveys of the Reactions

Lnalysis Staff are - technically excellent and scientifically unobjection-

ablo. Thom who thsuselves work in this field balm to admit that the

results of the survey in question are of an order of magnitude comparable

with what other investizations on the poat facto attitudes of the people

tawards National Socialism have found . 	

Referring to findings on rational Socialism as reported in press,

article states:

"Rut is it not - and this question peens, of course, to be

justified - . shocking and threatening when more than two fifths of the

adult populatim believe that there was mere good than evil in the ideas

of National Socialism? Considered as a Whole, one would have to agree

that the masses of people interpret political formulae according to

their awn taste and abilities.

"So the concept National Socialiem releases in other countries a

chain-reection of aseociatc ideas, beginning with the concentration
or.; •••••av......a.,.•4

DISIRP:UTION Cara and ending with the nmrder of milliona of Jews. In cerrany these

aseoiations turn in another directiOn,

•
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ItC,'ince the Amar survey organization consiots of experts who wish

to do a thorough piece or work, they also have taken this into consider-

ation as a matter of course. It has, therefore, repeatedly accerthined

*hat the Gal' populaticrn . actually have in view when they credit National.

pocialian with something that is good. They have found that 16 percent

of answers referred to national '3ocia1isnt having secured a high living

standard for the people and decreased unomplaymaat, 30 per cent named

good social care, 10 per cent mentioned order, discipline and security, 0623

the rest talked of the labor service, the uodorn liiclraa;)* system. (Atto—	 -

bahnen)„ the 'Volkswagen, Initigation of class conflict and. • abolitiOn of 170:4

tho reparations. Not in one single case wcs any detail of the wicked E-7:-'-v.47-'41

policy of national f..;ocialism named as Dpod.•

"The Dame Amer survey - in roveriber 1951 asked what sixcificala7

•had	 perbeen bad in National Socie.lism. To this, )0 pe cent mentioned	 VAama.q
i

the race policy, 29 per cent lack of personal freedom, 26 per cont

war' izongerin6, the rest: concentration' cps, the persecution of the

churches and the towering influence of the nariv.

• "Therefore, it should not be overlooked that the Germen population

DISTRIBUTION i tlag National :Jocielim in the perspective of how it had appeared to
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Them: as a system of economic and social. security, with persecutions

curprostdon and war us ito haekgound, rarer/ psychologist latowe that

the bulk of the people do not .thinl: in abstractions and do not

differentiate but stick to tilt, Irtemin..terily obvious or the limited detail.

They arc quite able to enjoy the memory of the eeenomicali,y carafroe

tines of 1936 and 1937 without thinking Jn the sem breath of the

intomal political terror of those years and of the bitter consequences

of tho war. But t11C3 Americans of the Reactions Analysis Staff found

Thin out long ago. Through the rer,ularly conducted stra91inz: aurvey's

they have'obtained insights •into the Ger mentality which appear to be

juot and reliable, In a report by tho orgar.ization in Lehlera of Jan 10

1952, it is stated:

'But a /vpothesis IZLC1X deserves further study is that noo-Laci

orientations may not for many derive frou secinc; more tpod and

less evil with the rood, 'out rather derive from a beliof or a

hope that what arc considered to lie real z,codo that Tfational

Socialist ideas contained can bo achieved 1Y 11110 at the Bars time

avoiding the evils the movement fell into..
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course, • be subject to further invc:stic,-ation one important

implication that would sean to be entailed is that the wholosale

condemnation of Ilaticria/ socialist ideas that implicitly or
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'Anti Nazis possibly share the j .udtant of most of the nations

which foueht ::azisra that the above cannot be done . - that it is the

esson- co of Na.z. ism that. the "good n features were Obtained in such

ways as to lead icsvitably to the evils, such a. point of view would

naintin that war, suppression, violence, c,nd concentration cartpS

Were inevitablo consequences of the liat5.onal Socialist philosophy.

innd that whatever prosperity obtained was built upon the quicksand

of war preparations and exploitation of elements within Gerrany

arid peoples yd.thout.

'In such a framework of interpret:Aim, a considcrrable pert

of present deg/ neceJNazidu iG not so .T.Luch a willincpess to have

National Socialism restored with all its :ood end its evils, but

a failure to have learned the lin!:a.;;c boticen Nazi goa ls ard

evils.

If such an Iwpothesis appears plausible - and it should, of
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explicitly characterized the orientation of the occupation woo

logically and psycholck,Ically ranity.

"Little romaine to be addod....: Survws of this kind should

never be uscd to serve political won:II:and/1 but only for better . infor-

ration about human beings, even though the TIoliticians frequently do

.not went to be bettor informed about them.....".

NOTri: Translation of Ucumann article in its 'entirety . is being air

pouched togothor with copy of HZ .:•AS re. •ort. Co:aparison of two will ehow

that sotte of the conclusions dram in article rev,erding National

Socialism are based on misconception of %Ia .,. is actually stated in

present study. Report does no statestate thar. e has beon an increase in

orablu attitudos toward National boeinl  ism auong the public as a

vthole. It does state there has boa; no decrease in a.-tproval, not-

withstanding the greatly improved economic situation or the Y:est Oar

poor.lo. t aridence is brouGht forth, 'however, suggesting that a..vroval

of :!titionol Liocializm is aon tie Incrcaso aciong tuo influential grows •••

youth and adherents of the Free DeLocratic 1.arty.
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