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Influential Frankfurﬁer Mlgewino Seltung Jan 21 mnwmd
.nz'ticle by rich fotor leumann defaidng susvey rcecarch method in
o genorel and -FUB- in perticular, though talng axception ko roloase of
roport, MNeumamn co~director of largost Gorman opinion survey oi‘:;mxi-'
zation viiich doos surveys for Fedaov. | ' |
portinent extrocts foliow; '
"The publication of an Auer survey on the attitudes of tho Gey

" . . /
people towards National socialism las attracted considorable attemtdon. : rﬁm

| Yo one will be rore astonished about tils than the Roactions fnalysis - %&% '
‘waff in tho Accrican Feadguarters in Licidem, which 16 res onaible for & =5

- this swrvey., This scetion of tho‘:zip,h Caxralssion, ccma!stin; of
- ‘ intermationally recopnized exports in the field of public opinion
research, has in the Dbl seven yeurs writton govoral hundred rjOports
about the political climate in Germany, 'rccordjn,v ; i'ucta-similar to
those which ﬁcm, over ﬂi(;ht and 2t a particular norent, have been
ragnified into an event of cirm-mtic hrportanco...v..;." |
' Bovesotdie i‘ir'ut effoet of this Amer publicatdon was that Ger

e Politicians nade statements declaring that studies of this kind era
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doubtful and mirelie.blc, They ondttod, however, o prove these

assortions. eveo

“Thoro is no doubt wbatavor that the survoys of the Rcactions

hnalysis staff are” télinically excellent and scmntificamr unobdection—' s

"hooc wiio theuselves work in this £ield lmvc to adnit that the -
result., of the survey in ques Lion are of an’ order of rmgnitudb oonparable
with what other investiiniions on the poct L'acto attituden of tho people
towards National Socialiam lhave fmmdq'....."

Referring to findingcs on 'ational Socialism as rcp;:nr'bed in press,
article statoss ' . . ' |

nPut is 4t not - and this gqucstilon oéms, of course, to be
Justified = shoclking and tmcowning when more than two £ifths of the
adult population Lolieve that theré as 1.0FC ;iood than evil in the ideas

of National Socialism? Considercd as a whole, one would have to agres

~ that the maséos of pe»ple interpret political formulaee according to

their ovm taste and abilitios. . A
"30 the concept MNational bocieliem ra‘leases in other countrie.. a

chain=rosction of asaociate ddeas, Loginning with Wic concentration
In Germery tlhese

) D,m,;;,m;;, canpy and ending vrith tho murder of rdllions of Jews.

assoblations turn in snother directién:

'+ v oo < ,.u,......--.
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"Since the Amer suwrvey crganizaiion x.onsiotu of experts wio Wish
to do a thorough piece of work, ﬂxey also nave ‘ua.lren this into considcr-
ation asi a matto*' of course., _Lb zm..., thercforo repea‘tcd]y aocertamad
what tha Ger population actunlly have in view when they credit Uatlonal
$ocia115m with sonething that is ;;ood. They have found that h6 pcrccnt
of answers referrcd to I-‘e.tional “ociaiisr-t having secured a high liv:l.nc

standard for Wie peo hlo and docrcased umnrloymmt 38 per cent naricd W

rood social care, 10 pur cong montioncd order, discipline and sccuriw, et
tho rest ta]l-:eu oi‘ the labor servico, 'blxe s.lodorn highway systen. (suto- %
balinen), the Volkewagon, miti; ntion of claxs colnflic.t and ‘ebolition of
tho roparations. Not in cne amglo case wes any detail of the wicked

rolicy of National Socislism named as good.:

= "The szme Aner survey = in lovasber 1951 = asked vhat specifically
bad ben bad in Nationel Socialism. To this, 30 per cént mentioned ;
: p:.mm-.a;@
ke
the race kolic,{, 28 por cent lack of pe:rSOral frcedom, 26 par cont Wfﬁ,,};w
war u_oncermc,, the reste concentration canipg, the porsecut:.oq of the -
W’j.
clmrchaa and the towcring influence of the rariy. S W 4
. ' ’?;‘\,Lw )
"Therefeore, it diovld not he overlooked thwt the Gerisen pupulotion g
olmlsmlor:judg§3 National Socialiam in the perenective of Liow it had appe;ared to ’
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“BATE h
them: ae 8 gystem 61.‘ econonic and gocial accm"ity, with persecutdion,
surreseion and WRr us ito.back:y'bund. Wcr,-,' nsy cholot,:bst Imows that
‘the bulk of the poople do not 4hink in nbstructums uncl do not
N differentiate but stick to the xnowanmrﬂy obvicao or the lircited detail.
They urc quite able to enjoy the norory of the ucmomically carcfroe
tdmes of 1936 and 1937 vithout thinking in the samo Lreath of the
intomnal political torror of tlwee years and of the bitter conécquoncos
of the war, Mt the Arericens of the Leactions Analysis Stafr found
this out long ago. Tirouyrh the rejularly conducted samyling surveys
they have'oﬁtained insighkte ‘into the Ger nicntallty whdch appear to be
juot and relisble, n n. report Uy tho orparization in ﬁdxlcﬂ of Jan 10
1952, it 18 stated: |
"t a lypothosie which deserves further study is that noo<iazi
= orientations nay not far many dcrivc: fro: séeln; iwore ppod nnd
less evil with the rood, Lut rather derive from a .beli'of' 'or: 4
hope that wlat arc considersd tc Le rcul Lpado that totional

: ..»ocia.'list :hloca co.n,ained can bo ac} 1evcd mu.lo at tho pano t:uw

~avolding the avus the novcmcnt fell into.
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'Anti ¥azis possibly share the judmant of most of the nations
which foﬁgbt nazisn that t.xc above cannot be done ~ that it is the
"\ essonce of r'azisn that the "f'ood" fcawros were ob'hained in such
woys as to lead icevitably to th;: evils, Juch & point of newvv:ould;. :
r.minﬁ.h that wa::", suppression, violence, and éonoon_h’ation canps '
~ were inevitable co'nsdcuences of the National _.‘;}ocj'alist'p.hilosofiv.
‘nnd that wiatover progperity obtained was built upon tlie quicksano.
of war preparations and Cwqﬂoitation af cle:xcnts vrir.hin Germarny
and 2covles vdthout,
'In such a framewark of mtcmreutmn, a cmszdcn'uhlo part
| of present dt:c,' neosilazisn 16 not so nwuch a willin(;ne.,u to lmve
- o Iln.,mnal Socialism rostored with all its sood end its cviln, but
a i'a:lluro to have learncd the linlwuie > Letween lazd L,cn:xl.: m*d ozl
ovils. _ '
' vIf ~Guch an lmmtlmsié oppCars piausiblc - und.'it should, of
course,’ be Qubjéct to further investigation '.. ona i:npcrtant‘
implication that would sean to Le e:rxtailéd :{s»th.-.zt the wholosale

. condamnation of Matimnal socialist idens that implicitly or
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cxplicitly characterized the orientation of the occupatden wos
lopically and poycholozically faulty.! ‘
"Little remains to bo addod..... Sufvc;;s of ‘diis__kir_;d_ diould
~. ~ nevex be uséd to serve p:;litical LYoy ':undA but ohly for better infor-
| mation ebout hunan be:ln:gs » even thouph the péliticishé Lfroquently do
‘mot want to be bottcr informed about themseeso” - |
NOTT;:  Translation of lewnann article in its entirety is being air
pouahed togotheor with copy of lu.AS rcort, Couparison ox bn-v.; vwill show
that pone of the conclusions dravm in erticle rerarding Naotional
Socinlism arc based on misconception of wisy is actually stated in
precont study. Report does nos state there ins becn an increase in
i‘u':oralzlé_ avtltudos toward Hationol boclalism aong the jublic as &
: vhiole, It docs .stabo there h&s beos 1o decrease in 'af:rom’l » note
’ withstanding foho greatly 'improvcd econamic situation of the lest Ger
noops.  ‘videnes is brougniit forth, iovever, sugpeoting taat e rovel
of :.’nt.iom:{L Socialisn is con Lie nercase nmohc t\*-:ov inﬂumﬁial srouns -

youth snd adherents of the Frec Davcratic larty,
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