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TYALVATION COMMENT{ The triel under roforcics. ‘was held 'in FANSKA’ BYSTRICA

tho “trial that th@ chargas wc*a tzumaad Moy agge:

( central Slovakia} between Tovenber 12 and 22, 1062. Arran gad as’a
gpectacular show trial, it endea wi W ZLuddslaw §L23! SKY, ot present - .
omployod ‘with RFu, sentonced te’ doatk in Ziasating *he othor dafnn“anta'

ez sang

_drow sontencas up to the logal Muzimum ot i) years of imprisonment. .
‘The’ two coaments which £ollow nay bo wiowed as “typloal’ remctions p*evalant

[

among wide segmonts of the population. It doxs.ue 2 probable “baad tho
najority responds to @ show Wiriasl of thiz aoxt ab lomaot with gcepticion.

‘fho attitude of disbelief muct Lo exhanced if they hear that the main

defendant had been tried -- and acquitied -- for the gamo alleged war
orimos as far: buOk aa 1946, I they éo~ote 0030 moucats %o rational o
aonuidaration, nost peoplo zre bound o *eulizm thad there is no- objnotive
reascn to ongineer scuch surprises (9e¢9, e.g. the drazatio ctory atout.
the alleged eradication’of two willagos in the Slovalk mountaina!) mere”
than 17 years after the war, loraover, the propaganda againat REFZ Wwith®
which the show’ trial was linkod dud@ Bena oi *h@ Comxunist mq.1v03,all

‘oo transparent.: L f 22 : Y

oy

On the other hand. it is tru@ that mony ﬂuoplﬁ *omaiu senai*lve ﬁo any

]

“war orime allegations. Even if they do rot belisve everything to the last

iota, they lack the pogalbility of verificntion and sve left with the.i
impresalon that at least some prrys of the accusation awrs, more.or less, unl
based on faots. With -these sirata, which euriuinly includc reh only. Darty

nembers, the propaganda drive urleashed agelnat HIZRANSKY and, dy-im<.
plication.‘RFE is. not wiﬁhout t% porarf offoo.. EEERRTTR LS "L'r%.cHMw

b Pha Anformant 18 convinced thak 'tho trial of "the ma sbers of the
co=-0allad "BEdolweiss" Cowstor-Psrtivern Tali in Noverber of last ‘year ' .
(1962) 1a BANSKA BYSTRICX ané the reaction to ‘it among the Czech pudlie
raapeotivaly did not cone up to the prpoststlons of vho Communisy orvanizors
of the trial.'It is said that ‘thers “wore miny Wﬂuk pointa in tha »rial ~

?hioh boomeranged ngainst its ¢“1tlmLurB- LT o :anJ:A1f.
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’Tha informant,'who 1ivaa i: Nor&via, iollomad the trial bj listaning
repoatedly to Radio Bratislavz, He hald his’ ycrnonal roagons Joxr this, °
tinee he had boen 'in’ cort¢in difficultics ¢f «'political rnature after thm
¢nd of- tho gecond world war becau,n of nig aubivi.y duwring the timgoe of

the Protoctorate. He gained: the - lrpression from tha vury firgt days of
cd *n ‘Bany am*vilﬂ:uﬁ_
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.. spurious and illogical and that an aim 4ifferent from the just

punlthmant of the defendaente in the cod’t was conteamplatod,

"He vorified thia personal lapression in coaversastions with other

-poople and even comrades whe, he says, also did not kaow shabd to think
-about the case. In general, peoplo woroe wondoring sbout somo oir-

cumut¢noes which evoked mLJMTUuL dn ke wrolo procecdings.

.oa) Wkat was the reagon for unm~“inﬂ up, altor sevontcan yoars, & caso
~ which happened during t$he war whon the Heoplo on trial =- ag aprearsd
.likoly -« had actually boeon living und 'rorking quietly somewhere in

Slovakia. It did not secm probuble olthor that pdoplo with a record
of ouch serious orimes, which they admiftted in the trial, should have

, baon able to ocucape notice for such a long tim .
"b) The defendants admittad that thoy h¢d xillod children, women and

fsettloments. Howavor, none of theum drew a sentence of more than 15

" "old people, that they had ruansucked and burned down hamlets and ‘ }

“'“yeara. Sevaral death santences and soentunses of life inprlsorment had

'fﬁ been expaoted.

 3"0) The only porsen sentenoed to death wis NIZNANSKY, now an employees
..of "Freo Europe,"” as had been stressed several times during the trial. |
. ..He was sentensed 1n absentia and thus woaa unable to defend himself,
preaenting an eaay target for the prosceution.

- The informant msserto that, am a rusult of aull this, thirking

“'pedple regarded thoe whole affsir «s a show trigl, as a typical exampla
+ of Coummunist Justice which does not% seck a just judzmont but pursuos
‘other aimas. The informanta admit that there were certain still to bve

... many people who would agree with the trial for a vuriety of reasons,

* times during the trial that the main oulprit, NIZNIVSKY, is an employee
- of MRadio Free Eurcope". In view of u2ll thoe dlscropancies and incon=
- ‘sistenoies of $he trial, the above fmet lod him to believe that tho
., desue mp BANSKA BYSTRICA waa not rotributlon for inhunan actions come
© . mitted after the Slovak Uprising, but a trial of "Freo IEurope" which
i wag to be disoredited in the eyes of itn listenors. This view -« as
. ho sald hinmself e is mogt likely ualso hold by other crities of the
" 4rdal,  inasmuch as ho heard from others that the dofendants, with the

“'they would be releasaed again in two or throoc yoaras.

such &3 hatred for the Gernans ané Hlina followers, oto., and who

.f{ﬁould not think over carefully for themsslves. These people would be
- in.a substantial minority, however; comparsd with those who regurd,
“out of principle, every Communist action with suspieion.

It struck the informunt as strungs that it was .uoe&ﬁad soveral

excoption of NIZNANSKY, were sentenced only for form's sake and that

In oonnaotion with this trial, the informant toushed upon several

© ..queotions which, in him view, those who proparsd tha trial did not

.- include in their caloulations or which they failed to asseus corres 1y

*.'One of them i{is ths faci that people in tho historiocal countries and
even more o in Slovakia diszlike the menories of war., These memories

aro disagrooable and they want to be ledt in peace. There is not much
sympathy for trials golng beck to wartine deeds. 4 different cuse was

" ‘tho trial against Eiohmann, who had been in hiding for yeaxs. Bul
" what 15 the point of bringimg up & case which had oocurred ssventeon

years ‘ago, God knows under what circumstances: The informant also poinis
out that 4he connection with the partisnn movement ralses doubis among

/o



L) SLD-238

gt
A
U
fN
]
£

rany poople, gs well as en opposite roaction beocause partisucship hag
besa groatly profansd im our country.

Another questionable matier is, in source's view, the digzing
out of events which ocowrred during the protectorate or in the "Slovak
State" and which upset a certain section of peonlo in the whole
gountry who woere oexposed at that tima and who later went through all

. sorts of purges and trial revision: of tais kind already after 1948,
* According to source, there are also among the comrades people whose

orininal aotivity in the protzctorate or the "Slovak State™ has been
covared by the Party card or by u confirmation of their partisan

-activity. Source notes that a sizilar confirmation saved the former

.'i;fftrade union worker ERBAN durins the protectorate. If anyone wers

', intorested in digging out his caze, sz happened to some others and to
sorutinize it from eimilar uspects, his fate could sasily be sinmilar

to ‘she fate of those tried in BANSKA BYSTRICA. Of oourse, the charge

" ‘would be different and would bve preferred in a less public form. This
- was another reason why sympathy waz deducted from the atove-mentioned

R triﬂlo

_Another source (& man in his sixtiesz, from PRAGUE, Party momber,)

who visited PARIS privately in Jemuary 1963 said, talking about the

;; trial of the former members of the "Idoelweiss' unit, that NIZIANSKY's

case caused an unusual sitir in Czechoslovakia,

| 'People dn the C3SR are, according %o the informant, still very

3

.dynenvitive in this respecst. Thc raégime knows this very well, and,
" therefore, does not miss a single opportunity to use such cases of

7 propaganda.

" According to source, poople are im general very surprised that

(é‘mhn like this is allowed to hold a position in an institusion
which has & mission &s roesponsidle uz Radio Free Europe.
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