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37ALUION' COTIENT: Tho trial under t'rroaco ai hld _iB ESA BY'.ICA
(central Slovakia) bot edn NovCmThbcr' 12 and 22, "1962. Arranr-od as a.
apectacular show trial; it ended with adialaw IZ.NSzT, Zt present '.
amployod 'with BISE, " sontenced to' d iathx . the ' other defendanta '
drer aontencoa up to the logal moaximtum of 15 years of imprisonment.
Tho'twooomenta whioh"f'ollow nai.y bo viaed aa'typical rou ctiorap revaient
among ide segmonts of the population. It doas seen probablo that tho
majority respondo- to a'.show ia1l of thiz a:"t at loaat with coepticium.
.ho- attitudo .of diebelief must t o enhanced if they hear that the main
dofondant had boon tried -- and acquittod -- for the .Camo alloegd.war
orimos as far baclk ad 1946. I. they devota so:mo omonta to rational
oonaideration, moot peoplo are bound to raiilizo. that ther* i no'objaotivo
eroascn to ongineer such surprston (e, e.g. the damatic story about
the alleod eradication of- tvo villa:os in the Slovak mountains o) more"
jhan 17 yeara after.'the war. Horeover, the propaganda againr.st RI'E with'
which the show 'trial wao linkad nade aco o' .the Comun±iot motives :all
too 'transparent.

On the other -hand,. it la-true t hat many peopl.e .romain sensitivo to any
war crime alleations. Even if they do not believe everything to the last
iota, they lack. the poexibility of varifioction and are left Yvith th e.
impression that at leas.t -somoe p xrt of the .accusation ara, mor, ,or losa,-
based on faot. With:those tata, which Qcertainly -inoludo not only .?arty

- nombors,,.tho propaganda 4rive unlea4shd aCinat '3 S .and, byrim4.
- 1lication,, R ±..:not wi thout. tmpoorary off 7e..

The 'informant is convinced that'tbo trin o the mombera of the
co-called "elweiA3" Countor-PartiUa. Unit ia November of lasut year
(1962) in BANSKKA BYSTRICX and *he ractin -to it among the Czech public
respotivoly did not come up to the ,poot: tions of the Communiat orgafnizora
of the trial.' It is said that there wor mi.ny weak pointa. in the trial

Y.-hich 'boomeranged against itsa initiator. .

The informant; vho lives in . oravia folloved the trial by list aning
repeatedly to Radio Bratialav le h;d his onal roasona zor thin,
einoo ho had been 'in cortain difficulti ccf .political naturo' aftar the
end of thosacconcn 4orld ar boauOs of his activity during the timo of
the Protectorato.".He gainod tho1.:prson from the very first day of
th trial, that the charge' wrce truraaed up, eaggrdated in many detail,.
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spurious and illogical and that an ,im di fferont fron the just
punichmont of the defonda:nto in the dock .as contcmplatod.

He verified thin personal iwprosion in converzation with other
poople and even comrades who, h 1ay, :1lso did not know ahat to think
about the case. In general, peoFlo were roadorin, ab:ut :3omo oir-
oumtances which evoked mistrust in the wholo proceedins.

a) h.bat was the reacon for dragging up, aftor ceventcon yoara, a ocae
which happened during the war wrhen the peoplo on trial -- as appeared
likoly -- had actually bean living and 'vorking quietly comewhore in
Slovakia. It did not seem probable oithor that pooplo with a record
of ouch serious crimes, which they admitted in the trial, should have
boon able to aeoape notice for such a longM tiM .

b) The defendants admitted that they had killed childron, women and
old. people, that they had rssoked and burned down hamlets and
settloments. However, none of them drow a aontenoe of more than 15
years. Several death sentoncea and sentonces of life imprisonmrrent had
been expooted.

c) The only person sentenced to death wa a IZ '±NSKY, now an employee
of "Ieo Europe," as had been :treased several times during the trial.
Ha was nentenood in absentia and thua was unable to defend himself,
prosenting an easy .target for the prosecution.

The informant asserto that, as a rosult of all this, thinking
people regardod the whole affair 'u; a show tri, as a typical example
of Communist justice which does not oock a just judgmont but pursuos
other aims. The informants admit that thore woro certain still to be
many people who would agree with tho trial for a variety of reasone,
suoh as hatred for the Gernans and Bflinza followers, ato., and who
would not think over carefully for themielves. Those people would be
in a-aubstantial minority, however; coi-Par ad with those who regard,
out of principle, every Communist action with auspicion.

It struck the informant as 'strange that it was repeated zoveral
timos during the trial that the main culprit, NIZNANSKY, is an employee
of "Radio Free Europe". In view of all the disocropanoios and incon-

- sistenciss of the trial, the above tact lod him to believe that the
isaue at BANSKA BYSTRICA wars not retribution for inhuman actions com-
mitted after the Slovak tiprising, but a trial of "'reQ Europe" which
as. to be discredited in the eyes of ito listeners. This view -- as

he said himself -- is most likely also hold by other critics of the
trial, inaamuch as he heard from others that the defendants, with the
exception of NIZN1A.NSK1Y, wore centenood only for form's sake and that
they would bo released again in two or throe years.

In connoction with thia trial, the informant touched upon a everal

questions which, in his view, those who prepared the trial did not

include in their calculations or which they failOd to assoass corrootly.
One of them is the fact that peoplo in the historioal countries and
even more so in Slovakia dislike the menories of war. Those memories

aro disagrooable and they want to be left in peace. Thoro is not much
- sympathy for trials going back to wartino doeda. A different case was

the trial against Eiohmann, .yho had been in hidins for years. But

what io the point -of bringig up a case which had occurred ceventon
years ago, God knowo under chat circumt;anses: The informant also points

out that the connection with the partisan movement raieis doubts among
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many peoplo, as well asan opposite roaction becauso partisanship has
boen greatly profaned in our country.

Another questionable matter is, in sourco's view, the digging
out of events which occurred during the protectorate or in tho "Slovak
State" and which upset a certain section of peoplo in the, whole
country who were ex:posed at that time and who later went through all
sortt of purges and trial'revision" of this kind already after 1943.
Acoording to sourse, there are also amrong the comrades people whose
criminal activity in the protectorate or the "Slovak State" has been
covored by the Party card or by a confirmiation of their partisan
activity. Source notes that a si;:ilar confirmation saved the former
trado union worker ERBA. during the protectorate. If anyone were
intoreated in diggin out his case, as happened to some others and to
scrutinize it from similar aspects, his fate could easily be similar
to the fate of those tried in BA3SKi BYSTRICA. Of course, the charge
would.ba different and would be preferred in a less public form. This
was another reason why sympathy was deducted from the above-mentioned
trial.

Another souroe (a man i4 his sixties, from PRAGUE, Party momber,)
who visited PARIS privately in January 1963 said, talking' about the
trial of the former member. of the "2del ,ciss" unit, that NIZUAUSKY'a
caso caused an unusual stir in Czeohoslovakia.

People in the CSSR are, according to the informant, still very
uonvitive in this respeot. The regime knows this very well, and,

- therefore, does not miss a single opportunity to use such cases of
propaganda.

Acoording to source, people are in general very surprised that
n like this is allowed to hold a position in an institubion

which has a mission as responsible as Radio Free Europe.
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