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DATE 2007

HEORANDUM OF CONVEASATION
SUBJECT: Conversation with King Zog of Albania on 8 September 1952

1. I e¢alled on King Zog at his villa in Alexandria on 8 Septewber 1952
to obtain a preliminary report on the activities of his exissariss o Yugo-
slavia who had returned to Egypt that moruing. The omissaries were Irfan
Bey Ohrida and Col, Davalls, who wore accompanies during their trip and
conversations with the Yugoslave by Lutfi Teszan, the Turk who funotioned
as Zog'es representetive ia the indtial contact with Marshal Tite. The cone
versations betwssn this Jeman dalegation and the Tugoslave took place during
ths last days of August, '

.St
) 2, Zog statod that his delegation iraveled from Turkey to Skopljie,
Iugeslavia, through Oreece, and that Irfan Bey was his spekesmn, Tozan
agcompanying the pariy =erely because he was instrwmenial in arranging with
the Yugoslave for the mseting. The party were cordially recsived by the
Tygoslavs and taken to an estzte in the country not far from Skopliie itself,
whore thay remained for the duration of the talke, which lasted 2% days. :
The Yugoslav spokesmen were referred to as Colomals Branko and Cado, As
a regult of inquiries made among some of the other Yugoslavs he med,
Irfan dgy determined that their Iull namss weve Branko Starnkovie and
Codomdr Mijovic, The former appeared a very much higher level parson than
the latter, possibly a representative of the UDB Headmarters or the inistry
of Forolgn Affalrs, asz he geemsd o bo thoroughly familiar with, and spoke
authoritatively on, poligy matiers. Hie accent sugzested that he im a (roat,
*he laivter, who was introduced as Col, Cedo, spoks like a “dnteregran, had
& withored or injured ars, and was presumbly a lower level UDS official
wio specialised in Albanian affairs, as he appeared very familiar with Albanian
affairs and numeroug Albanian personalities,

3. ‘Zog said that after sone initial dissussion of the object of the
vigit, Col, Cedo indicated to Irfan Dy that it was the Yugoslav understanding,
based on Tozan's initiel comversation in Belgrade, that King log is primarily
interested in funds and arms., Irfan day replied that this was an error in
the Iugoslav interpretation of the King's wessage which Toszan was instructed
to delivers The King is interested in developing a plan for the liberation
of hds country which would be sarried out in eomplate agresment with the
Tugeslavs, and that 4if cutside material sssistance were necessary, the Yugoe
alavs gould act on hie behalfl to secure such aseistance from the Umited
8tates. 1bs main consideration in the King's mind is the preservation of
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Albanials independsace and the integrity of her present frontiers. (ol. 3ranko
at this point said with considerable enthusiasm that the Yugoslavs are grateful
for King Zog's appreach and are now convinced that they ave dealing with
serious pesople, not adventurers. Ia this commection the Yugoslavs took

Irfan Bey and Cole. Daralla aside at a later stage im the msetings and asked
whether dr. Tozan ¢ould ot be eliminated from future discussions,

ke Irfan Sey then explaimed to the Yugealave that neither he nor
Gols Uaralla ave political men, and that the main purpose of their visit
is to reqest the Yugoslavs to send a suitable man to talk things over with
King log directly. Col. Branko replied that someons would be sent to talk
with the King in the nsar future, Vhen Irfan Bay suggested the possibility
of initiating talks through ths Aambassador in Cairo, Cole Branko firumly
indicated that this could not be done. In view of the manner im which this
last suggestion was turned down, Irfan Sey recoived the impression that -
possibly the Yugeslavs do not have full confidence in their Cairo ambassador,
although it 15 not impossible that they have other reasons for considering
hin unsuitable for direct dealings with the King.

5« Gol. Cedo produced a 1ist of some forty names which he showed to
Irfan pey and then asked whether the King would “"accept® these people, VWhen
asked to clarify what was meant by faccept®, Irfan Bey was told that the
question was whether the King would pardon them and allow them to kigs his
hand, Irfan Say wadpot allowed to retain the list, but he noted that it
contained not only key personalities in the Yugoslave-gponsored Priszren Committee
and a number of Serbophile Albamdans presently in Yugoslavia, but aise a
mmber of persons now in Albania, inecluding at least six Titoist~type Com-
munists who are presently in the Hoxha regime, Among these latter was one
~ who, Irfan Bey believes, is a gensral, 1In addition, the 1list contained a

number of rarsons in the Albanian emigratior such ag uharren Bajraktar,
Said Kryesziu, Abas Xupi, and djon darkagjomi. Awmong thg Albanian communists
on the list were Mulia Pera; Hadji Leshi, and Dalip Wehu. Another name noted
by Irfan pey was that of Luifi BpAhiu, seeretary of the Priaren Comaittee,
who was described by Cole Cedo as very loyal to the King, Irfan Bey replied

. thab he felt sure the King would pardon and be glad to work with all Albanians -

willing to participate in the struggle for the liberation of their country,
but that it would be better to take the question up directly with the King.

6. The Yugoslave then asiced what the King would do with the Prisren
Committee if he were to lead the fight for liberation., Irfan Bey replied
that this wss another question that had better be put direectly to the King,
but that he believed the King ready and willing to work with all groups
and organizations which can contribute to the Light for freedom., Then the
Yugoselavs asked what the King would do with regard to the isnglo-American
Committee for a2 Free Albania, which i3 presently based in Rome. Irfan sey
replied that he felt sure the King's attituds toward that comaittee would
be the same as toward ths Prigren Committee, namely that he would ty to
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WYk with both, when Cols Cedo said that the Committes in doms is {inanced
|k foreign funds, Irfan Bey asked, "But who 18 paying the Prisren Committee?v
This question produesd general lapshier and the discussions weut smootdyy.

on to the next item an the agendn,

T« Col, Branito asked why idng Zog had done nothing so far to proscie
a revolution in his couniry, Iirfan Sey replied that the answer was to be
found largely in the attitude of Albania's nsighbors. The King, he said,
did not wish to act untili there were adequale guarantess that the country
would not ba torn apart. At this peint, Col, branke said that Yugoelavia
atands firmly in {aver of the preservation of Albania'z territorial integrity
and that the Tugoslav Qovermment has already inforsed the Oreek Covernment
that any Ureek action against ilbania would be regardsd as an altack on
Yugoslavia. This, Cole. Branko contimmd, can be taken by King Zog &8 a zuarw
anbes of Albania's present boundaries,

8. 1In discussing the manmer in which a revelution could be started,
Irfan Bey explained that, in gereral terms, King Zog felt thad the astion
could begin at least 30 to LD kilometers frum the Yugoaslav border, (ol. Cado
said, Mie thought of doing it differently.%; but that the idsa of starting
the fighting at some distance from the Tugoalav border was certainly an
excellent one, On the fimal day of the conversations, Cols 2ranke informed
King Zog's spokesmen that the fugoslave would mueh prefer to have Albania
liberated by the Albsnians, ineluding King Zog, but that, Af the Albaniane
themgelves lacked the capability to overthrow toe lioxha regime, the Yugoslave:
unhamhdowmﬂwumwmthematmnofﬂmmubm
is intolerable.

9« In parting, Irfan ey asked whether the Yugoslave had any final
recomwendations. The Tugoslavs replied that they had two: the first is
that King Zog maintaia the zreatest possible secreey and be absolutely sincers
$n his dealings with the Yuposlavs; the segond is that King 7og should bring
00 other foreign powsr into these discussions until he has reached a compleds
agreemant wit.h the Yugoslave., The Yugoslavs also stated that should ring Ieg
and his family find it undesirable to remain in Egypt any longer, he would
almays bo wilcomm in elgrude where a home would be provided for him,

10. Irfan Sey commentod on the extrems bitterness with whieh the Yugoslav
spokesunn referred to the Soviet Unlon,

1i. King Zog said that ho felt that these talks with the Yugoslave were -
taking on an extremely interesting character, but that he wafpot yot sure
that the YTugoslavs were interested in real cooperation, He felt that they
m@y be either tryiny to find out more about his own assets or to develop
pame meane for making use of him and his name in furthering their own interestis
in Albania, He commiders it essential for the !mited States Lo be brought
into any final action leading to the overthrow of the present Albanian regime
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because of fears thal without American part-ieipatim, Albania camiob hops
to remain a free and indspendent states e is going to insist that the
Yugeslavs agree to submit any final plan forfhe liberation of albania to the
United States for approval, and he fosls that the £imal form of goverizment
after a successful rswlut&an should be deterained by a national plaba.sciw
held wnder United dabdons supervision ‘and controle .

12, In view of the Yugoslav promises to send a reprssentative to talk
with hia in Egypt or elsewhere; King ‘oz asked wme whether it would S pos=-
sible for ms to visit him w!mn his talks with the Yugoslave are in progress,
a8 he would like to cousult with me as ths discussion davelopss ie realizes
that this would have to be arranged very carefully in order to iwep it secret
Srom the Yugoslavs,
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