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Albama s

ountry They partlcularly ‘Tesent
hé' control exermsed by 'the sév-
in, Soviet of’ﬁc;als sen
hele from’ Moscow ut” there

tum Scwnce Monit

1,000,000° Comm'-_‘t' wns"

. 1 towns apparently,‘ek-‘
|sitement reaclled :a” bonsiderable’
"0

ly any. prospect ‘of.an. irhmi- siblé

revolt agamst the regxme of‘

] ‘ol]owmg the passmg of Stahn

ors ‘swept, through” Europe
hat: Albania was ‘alivewith .re-
‘olt, that the'downfall cf the pro-'
joviet regime,in Tirana was im-
ainent, and' that Mr, ‘Tenefi was
n the border with: 50,00 yvell-.
rmed Albanians waltmg for
‘resident Tito’s; signal. toimarch.

No Hint o( Attack

If all: this’ were, [§0, one. can
nly say that. Mr, Teneﬂ had a
emarkable .amount. of ‘time: on
dis Hands for on€ supposedly
ccupied iwith . events. of ; great
aoment.and:that | ‘his-office here

ome 40 . miles from the -Albanian.

order—hardly, bore the appear-y.~ "
nce of ‘a busy staff headqu'arters' .

entioh active .adventure:} :
I spent 'some :three hours Wlth
Ar, Tenefi while he and fellow
efugees from Albama—some of
hem of this.year’s vmtage—told
heir tales of present life in their
iomeland, and of their organiza-
ion and its activities m Yugo-
lavia,. -

Mr, Tenefi, born at the south-_
rn' Albanian town of Korca, is
weavy browed and’ chunkxly bullt
fe wag professor of mathe=
aatics iy Tirana .before he fled [
he countfly some three years ago.
His organization, the League of
“lbania Pohtlcal megrants in
ugoslawa was founded in the
aring of 1951, Since ‘the Comin-
orm ‘expelled the Yugoslavs in
948, he said aout 26,000 Albani-
ns have crossed the frontier into
‘ugoslavia’s Kosovo - Metochia
>gion. Of these, nearly.9,000—
resumably almost all the adult
1ale refugees and some of the
romen—are enrolled in- ‘the or-
anization,

According to Mr. Tenefi, the
rague has no permanent, direct
nks with contacts still inside
Ibania; In the main, .it relies
v its information on the con-
nuous. -trickle of refugees;.
wrough the dark forest and over
1€ bleak mountain paths of this
'ild, frowning ‘“no man’s land”
etween Albania and Yugoslavia.
Only a handful of refugees has
rrived since the change in. the|
remlin leadership. Deep snows
nd bitterly ¢old March weather
ven for this dour countryside
owed down the usual rate, and
e few who did come over re-
orted an even stricter guard on
‘ell-known frontier crossings.
On the testimony of the few,
owever—including one from his
¥n home town—My, Tenefi dis-
»unted - reports - 'of- ‘large-scale,
vert demonstratlons in Tirana.
ad ‘elsewhere when news of
talin’s passing spread. He said
1at the Hodja government had |-

atmosphere of tension and

{certainty in‘which General Hbgjn

the- Premier, and Ger: Mehmet
Shehu,: his: Mlmster of ‘the In-
terior — neither of: whom was
willing' to .go  Moscow for  Sta-
lin’s funeral.'and leave;the -field

ing each other's. every - move .
A typical: story. was. ‘told by
TJar Atibi, a high-school teacher

the ‘emigrees! Albaman-language
‘néwspaper, Mr.. Atibi’said that it
had -beéome " more--“and- more’
difficult and dlstasteful ‘1o .teach.
; Albama]n - schools,;

\3

CoeAldéd by Peasants o
Havmg dec1ded .near- the turn
‘of“the .year to.‘'make his es pe,
‘he traveled by::train- to Kuks in
the - north néar’ .the Yugeslav
border, and there encountered
another ‘teacher also' bent on
flight. ‘Behind him Mr, Atibi left
a father—already jailed—who
has since, he.believes,. passéd on:
—and " a brother of whom he has]
hadd. nio news.

The two teachers took to the:
woods and. ‘there:joined a group
of six Albanian tribesmen, living
like so many others today “on

patrols with which they*havd oc-
.casional- brushes, with casualities
on both sides, and befriended,
fed, and -sheltered by friendly

aid - the fugitive. .

It took the tnbesxhen three
days to pass ‘the two teachers
through the 12-15-mile’ deep
.security zone on .the -Albanian’
side of the border. Once they ran
into a small.military squad. Shots
were exchanged. and one of the
tribesmen was wounded. Finally,
the two teachers reached a Yugo-
slav frontier ‘post, bringing ‘the’
‘injured man with them.

Police Agents Prowl

Said Mr. Atibi: “There is terri-
ble discontent everywhere in Al-
bania. But one has to 'say there
is ho ‘sign yet of open, organized
rebellion. In the towns, police
agents are everywhere. Although
some organized groups exist, they
often are broken up by denuncia-
tion.

" “In'Elbasan recently, one whole
class of ‘the high school was ex-
pelled and 12 teachers and four
students arrested because they
were opposing the distortion of | :
all 'school" teaching ta: suit Rus- |
sian requxrements in hlstory and
' natural science.’

This is the first of two
articles on Albanian refugees.
The second article will be

istantly instituted closer securlty

published in an early issue.

‘0 :assenibly,, the‘ pohce moved in,;
se1zed the:. suspected' agltators :
: -t

Tenefl, had: reported a'continped

to:the other——were close]y watch-.

from - Elbasan who - helps run:

the run” from government pohge

peasants ‘bound. by tradxtlon to .
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worn: avith
Turk;

Prlstlnz Yugoslavia

- full days"

rade and 40" miles from Al- | he
a’s weaty*froh’hpr, wyou find [:thi
_yourself -in; another woxiléi—-or at)

the meeting. of two worlds. , . |
' C)!;w'tl'tn,:g “hand; ‘are’ the | *

- izlnve ‘gve

nd: rets; the shab-
h'y‘but still: picturesque astumes,’
niy: y Moslem,r

donkeys ‘laden ' with °

} gra" ‘and’ 2
W), the. tumblé-down; red-tiled |- ®
“and - plaster Turkish- shacks ‘and:|.
hops wher

ather;and:}.
1

rless decades. .

W brxck-

) ‘ 9
modern catton mlll Wlth‘lts lay-

.out. of ‘concrete ‘ road-strips -and

neon lighting. .

“The’ story of' thls desolate,
rifountainet b,order -‘counfry. is a
‘Ybizarre ‘one::On both-sides of the
frontier .there 'is.an. oyster-tight
sécurity Zqne; Towns like Pevs,
Dakovicd, ‘and “Prizien;- 10" iniles

" from the frontier; ‘are” “off*lim~

11:s" even- to Yugo&lgvs ~who, may

s, carrying their, guns,an' drw-
ng their-flocks -before:them:: In
recent . months. ‘o, fewer : than’
15,000 . shegp. ‘have ‘been driven’
over the passes to‘ graze on the

16wlands: _between' here and the

border.. :

~Sometimes - the Albanian sol-
dlers -supposedly watching _the
crossings decide 1o throw.in theu'
Tot with: the refugees and give.
themselvés up to the Yugoslavs,
Sometimes, refugees are betrayed
by “guides” and are léd. back into
captivity.. Sometimes they must
he up in the woods'concealed for
a week: or 10 days before. it'is
safe to make the last -dash. Some-
fimes the effort ends in tragedy
and - children perish, amid the
Hardships of the winter snows..

-This writer -asked  Apostolo
Tenefi, .head of the League of
Albanian Refugees in Yugoslavia,
about the work of this. organiza=
tion.. Its§ main .job, he said, is to
Took after and help. the refugees
when they arrive in Yugoslavia
and then to “prepare them for
the ultimate return to their
Bomeland »

. Security. Screening }

The league apparently has 1ts
representatwes at  the.. main
Yugoslav. - frontxer posts . ‘where
refugees. are received after Cross-
ing “the" border ‘Here " a ' first
screemng is carried out as.a safe-
guard“against” would-be Comin-
formist agents'irying to smuggle
themselves into Yugoslavia, Then |
the refugees are.passed further i in'
for a:finak check ‘before being
‘handed -over to Mr, Teneﬁ’s or-
ganization for settlement

Most of .the . Albamans arrive
penniless, With. Yugoslav help,
the league gives them a few
thousand .dinars — between $10
and: $20-—and finds them work
and lodging in the towns and vil-
lages of Kosmet. Many take their

o flocks with them ‘and "continue

. their qld seminomadic life in the
- countryside, Others go to bulldmg
. projects,

‘All intall, accordmg to Mr.
Tenefi, it takes only two_or three
weeks' until..the. newcomers are
settled. among.. the mdlgénous
populatmn

questxon about the

To - my
Yleague s pohtlcal aims, Mr. Tenefi

| gestions-that’ Yugosla‘. a has: “de-:

St
a free and” lndependent AlBania.

| Albania?-. nght At.yet  “do.-a|

.. | 1atest
- gestsl'

tially . useful satelhte o

Deduer, a leadmg« v
‘ernment: spokesman;jdénied’ sug--
signs upon . Alb

via,” he told Par

ind wants- the ‘Albanian. ‘people:
to be masters of -their own.fate
and t6 decide for themselves: the X
sort of regime they desxre g N

What: ‘then --lies'. ahead-: for i

Tito”.on' the - Russ1ahs" Al the
available evuience sug-.
ather that the ‘Soviets still |
have g -very firm.and determined:
grip -on:their. isolated:but: poten-

Adhatlc : ;

There -are more Rusman, 8
Albanians'.in the officers’:§¢
and.the. techmcal branches'
Army--1,200: Bulgarians, :in" fact
as well as-4,000 Russians. All se-~
curity.is under strlct Russmn
superv1510n

Mmiature Police States

There is' lawlessness in . the
countryside~—but that has been
more or less customary—and, as
attested by every refugee, a pohce‘
state in'miniature in every town |
with bare opportumty forfor sign
of effectively orgamzmg pposi~
tion ‘to. the regime.

At this stage, therefo ‘e, Al-

bdnian' revolt  indépendeént, - of
possible. events or- developments
on the international field seems
out of the question.
' ‘Certainly viewed from here in
Pristina, close up to’this sensitive
frontier belt ‘the prospect seems-
.a way off. Perhaps that is bécause
of the more intimate spectacle. of
an old, ancient’' world- being
pushed: 'into the shadows- by the
onrush. of ‘a new: .

The spectacle of the: Shiptar
women. and their hawk-faced
men listening to miisical inters
ludes of western. swing’ in “thé
rest periods from their work -at
the chattermg machines of Pris-
tina’s Just-ﬁmshed textlle “fac-
tory. " -
~ Or of the earnest young econ-
omist in ‘the: town. counc11 office
pondering the problem - of ex-
tracting some of the 10 milliard
tons of lignite coal recen’;{: lo-

cated 25 yards beneath tHe fa-
mous field of- Kossovo here
nearly 600 years ago that fast
disappearing, older world began
five centuries of rule over the
Serbs——five centuries of which
the muezzins and their minarets
now are apout the only remmd-
ers,

This is the second of two. artl-
cles on opposition inside
- ‘Albania

'I'he wmmng team in the cham-
plonshlp playoff .of the. National |
Basketball Assocmtlon w111 e~

réplied, “Our only program is a-

l
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ceive $7,500. »




