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SERURIY TrUnians

EMORANDUM POR: e, Cuterbridge Horsey
Poliay Planning Staff '
Department of State - =

SUBJECT s Territorial integrity of Albania,

1. Perhaps the strongest psychelogical fastor cperative amng Albanians
which tends to direct their loyalty toward the Hoxhe regime is the general
convistion among the populetion that only the present regime 1s fully capable
of preserving the integrity of the country. The governuwent in Tirena has
ammfnny axploited the W'y of past inocursions from Tugoslavia, ltaly’
and Greece to win a considerable measure of reluctant loyalty from ita people,
partioularly those in the Aray, police and security ferces. To convince its
subjects that enly the present regime, with the backing of the USSR, can or
will zaintein au uncoapromising attitude regarding Albanisn independence and
integrity, 1t utilises the current Greek elaims on the Hartbern Epirus, the
supposed deaire on the part of Italy to regain its forwer position of deminance,
and the alleged Iugoslav intent to imcorporate the country as the seventh
federal republic or asserted plans for the partitlon of Albania between Yuge-
slavia and Greece,

2. In our attempts to countevaect and break down this lime, we have
!’mmd. the public declarations of prominent Yugeslav and Greek leddzrs zoB
useful., Marabal Fapagos went about as far as a practical Greek pmﬁum
oould go in his stetememt of 17 Decamber 1952 befere the new Oresk parliament:

PECLASSIFIED AND RELEASED BY
EENTRAL VWTELLUGENCE AGENCY "For the sake
GHURCESMETHODSEXENPTION 3028 : ‘

Mztwancnmesolsuosuna ACT
PATE 2007 Y

:!' i
i

i

P




'“Pwmmdpm,anéfwthawmeftmmmm,

s Government would like to see the rest of our Herthern neighb
.8, other than Turkey end Yugoslavia mhmmmmmx?
and in friendly relstions with Grecee. Particularly in the case of
Albania, the Govermment wishes to esphasige that in accordance with the
policy resulting frean the Feace Conference of 1946, it casts aside any

vielence, and intends to use enly internatisnsl legal asans to adjudicate

+ I would like to kuow, speaking about the distant future,
to her federatien, to include in it

was
' %Lm: Yugoslavia has no intention te inolude whody,
cause t is againgt her principles, If in the futwre the

would acoept that, Homﬂ&ampttbatinthcf%m,
: ght not like that, but we would
not do sush a thing if that would provoke disturbence, some wer
oreate a center of war, ths more so because this is not ‘
us., Friendly cooperation with these countries is impoartant
to us, We are against the creatiasn of certain ceabinstions which might:

Y, vm “M;mﬁm&w
tha might migunderttand we I am eamphasising

T : vith the distant future, when such eonditions
axhtmm\mrldtlwemmummwedunnmldm
vhen it is considered as normal that every natiom has the right to
decide itself upon its fste, to decide if tmmtebotommuth
other nstions or alene,

' ¢ You know that Gresce always, in the formal sense

demanded that part which she names Northern Epirus, and Albanisns

mmum How, when Greece is negotiating with Yugoslavia,
xmnmumwmnutmmtm regard?

rehal Titer This is exactly the matter about whioch I spoke
:m»u.wmthammm»m the inclusion of Bulgaria
and Albania so long as certain elements of misunderstanding exist which
niahtmnmmlntiombetmmmmmdmmaoantaofm

orgar: Does this mean that Ingaehvu has no offlolal attitude
in rwd tm he Gresk demand? _

¥ : In this regard we have ne attituds., It i3 ouwr firm
bel.ur that Alham should be independent, that Albania, such as it ias

capable (aic)
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capable (alc) ta live if she were free, Albmia of course is nat
. independent today.

Viadimir Mijer is quoted as follouws in the Christian Sclence lonitor of
7 April 1953: | |

eoDedijer, a leading Yugcshv Governzent npahaam denied suggestions ‘

that Yugeslavia has designs upon Albanie. "Yugeslavia®, he told Perlie~
.mt,mamwnwmmmtmumw
hhm&mdt&kmh&emwmrwtmdmtumd

regime they desire.®
fummmefmrwmmwmwmmurm
qwtmﬁum,mm:mmwpﬂwcdmmm
of view they are & great deal better than nothing at all. They have done
something to counteract the line of the Albenian goverzment that the coustry's
neighbors wait only a suitable opportunity to start earving up the éountry.

3. thfutimporbam,inwviw,istheumdforaeharstatmnt»
from tho Itallans. While it is posaible to make a case in Albanis that the
Yugeslavs and/ Greeka are prepared to respect the integrity of the smaller
country, charges that the Italians desire to regain their prevar dominant
positien must go largely unrefuted for lack of the simplest public mtmnt
from Rose. We suggest that the Department should raise the matter with the
Italians, and suggest to them that Premier de Gamperi, incidentally taking
notoemhumm:mbymwmrwhvmm,ammm'
publicly associate himself and his government with the desirability ef a
fres and indepandent Albania within ite present territerial frentiers in
which no second country would exert a predominant influence.

4. Such a statement would not only be of value in counteracting
Communist propaganda, but should appeal to the Italian Poreign Office as a
rﬂ gy Ewas move which
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move which would tend to stabilise the Balken situation so far ss it relates
to the Altanian probles. The Agemcy's reporting (as of 17 larch) indicates
that the Foreign Office estimate is that the Altanian regime may collapse
st any time, end that the Pulasso Chigi is fearful of partition or a territorial |
* redustion of the country. The Foreign Office position 1s very reliably reparted -
to the Agenoy as being rigidly insistent upen the neoessity of preserving the
integrity of Albania not only on historical grounds but alse because of the
effect the partition of a defesting satellite would have in the ether cwrtain
countries. If this is indeed the evemtuality feared Ly the I‘_aalians, their
bost means of forestelling it lies in putting themselves clearly on the side
of & congervative policy in order to play for the effect this move would have
ir inhibiting the Yugoslavs and Greeks. |
5. The policy of seeking a free m.Mdet Albanis is fully in
line with U, 3. desires. The following is quoted from the Department's secret
Airgran A-33% of 18 March 1953: |
e..This izmplication that United States policy favers or ia ausceptible
to the establishment of a democratic Albania oriented toward Italy is
erronecus. There ia no orientation in presemt Departwment thinking on
Albanis which is specifically partial to any ene of Albania's nelghbars,

on the contrary the Depsrtment sesks the establishment of a free and
Albania within its present territorial fromtiers in vhich

no muhhwing country would sxert predominant influence.
mubovuatatM'appulstouuMemiyod; 1t would be far more
useful if it were made publie. You might give consideration to recommending
that the Secretary reply ia such terms to  planted press canference questien.
We ars not prepered to suggest that the Department involve itself at this time
in any formal statement regarding Albtenia's frontlers, particularly in yiw
of the Semate Resolution of 1946, which unfortunately has been forgetten in

&Eﬁhég | neither (reace




neither (reece nor Albania, but an informsal, direct quote comment to the
press publicly associatihg the Secfetary with the Department's current
policy would be most helpful.
6. In summary, then, the following two steps are recommended to
the Department: |
| "a. Consider the advisability of asking the Secretary of Stat
to mace public U.S. desires (as summserized in the Department's‘
airgram cited sbove) regarding the independsnce and territorial
integrity of Albania, |
b. Fress the Ttalians for & parallsl statemant atiributable
to Premier de Gasperi. -
7. Your earliest advice on the action the Departmsnt will be a®

to take regarding these matters will be much apprecisted.

FOR THE DEPUTY DIRECTUR, PLA
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