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SECURITY INFORWATION

HFMORANDUY OF CONVERSATION
SUBJECT:  Developments Concerning Albanian Plan

1. On 4his date I called vpon My. Rey Thueston, Daputy Chief,
Es,sm,mmmmmmmmmkummpmw .
ent devalopments sotserning the latest Albanisn paper. Hr. Robart
%mwm.mw'muomm

2. Hr. Strong and My, Thuvston predused a copy of the Albanian
paper with four covering memopands ss follows:

a, A memorandum by Mr. Berry recommending that a high~level
task force be established to consider the matter further and
saice recormendations, and noting that sny diplomatie sotion
would have S0 be plammed and timed most crxrefully &n the light
of other diplomstic problems, particwlarly those now burdening
our relationsidp with the Britigh.

be A meagrandum by Mr. Robeyt Bowle, Policy Planning Siaff,
exprepsing serious reservations as to the feaaibility of
detaching Albanis but agreeing that certain preliminsry diplo-
matic steps would appesr to be desiredble.

¢, A menoyandun from Mr. Jolm Campbell, Policy Planning
W.cmwmmmmmm measuring the
and digadvantages involved, and recommending that
cortain of the suggested steps be taken, both at the diplomstic -
and peyvice levels.

d, A nemorandom by Mr. Thurston taking a generally very
din view of the preposal outlined bt aseccepting the ides that
certain highly tentative and preliminary digoussions be under-
taken initially with the British. It wms his thought that
these conversations should center arcund sontingency plans feor
Albanin in the event of general howtilities or in the event
that a totally epontansous uprising took place but that there
should be no explicit mention of concorted action to stimilste
such an uprdsing or bring it to fyuition,
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3. Hp, Strong suld that Mr. Beyry plamned to take this sheal
of desuments to Osneral Smith on § Septesber, if possible, and if
not, soon thareafter, and request of hin the establishment of a
task force to recommend future agtion. Mp. Strong said he under-
stosd that Mr. Berry wap gquite confident this recormendation would
be sccepted.

he mawmmlMww@m“&hﬁhﬂmwmwmwuh
~ followed, My, Thurston explained that his reservations concerning
an attept to detach Albania in the immediately furesessble future
arose primarily from the fect that the chief present aim of American
polioy in southesatern Europe was to bring about some sort of work-
ing agreement between Yugoslavia and Italy. Hs feared that exmcerbs~
tion of the Albanisn preblem under current circusstances would serve
t0 inereass tansions betwean Italy and Yugoslavia while at the sams
time reviving Greek irredsntism with respect to Northern Epirus. He
emmmﬁ&mamuﬂuhhmugﬁmumquMmimmﬂuu

was sufficlently gtable to permit sugvessfyul scoomplishment of the
egort of action contemplated, He wms pertioularly dublous of the
ability of the Balkan Entente to serve ss a useful ingtrument.

5. Mr. Thurston sald hip office wss plaaning to pursus very
preliminary talke with the Britigh along the lines noted in his
memorandum, He added, however, that he could not estimste when
these conversstions would be completed or what result they would
lead to. Consequantly, be saw no reason why CIA should not pursue
its pregent plans for a service level meoting with the British in
mid-OQoteber, providing the Agency had its own sufficient ressens
to hold such » meeting, He did not think it would be worthwhils
to postpone the meeting in the hope of gaining sny benefit that
might be derived from the State-Foreign Office talks.
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