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1. At your mqmst I have mmgﬁzed in the following paregraph
the salient facts surrounding the question of boats for BOFIEND,

2. BReference {a) contains the followlng:

. "8, .., the project also entails the hire or purchase
of light shipping and alreraft. In the case of aireraft and ghip-
ping special precautions will be observed with reference to
procuremert and operation to the end that cover may be malntained.”

3. On 2 July 1949 we sent cable Wash 6126 to {  Jinform-

ing him of the availability of IT J"who had experience
wartime emall boat operations." ‘

4, In reference (b) L ;Lreqmaﬁadﬁ report to him
in London *since mst suitable er our needs av le for purchase
in the United Kingdo

5+ In reference (e)wequeriedc J "¥hat is type of

craft available in UK.® HNo cable answer was received to this query
but apparently Washington had in mind at this juncture a communication
ship to broadeast propaganda.

6. Beference (d) contains the following: ] explained
his requirement for a boat as being connected with the need for
water transport which could assist if necessary in clandesiine re-
movals from Italy and/or Greece, and which would not under any cir—
cumstances enter into the actual operational area. Fer this
he was examining, through British connccotions, two eraft in the t}K,
one a 110 foot converted Pairmile and the other a specially constructed
British (~type trowler. The cost of either of these craft he estimated
at B 5000 ~ 6000, n

7. L TJ 1608 _ :]fo:Q j on 24 July without any further
action on boats that appears on any records avallable to me.

8. Referance (e) contains the following:

a. "Request permission expend up to $10,000 and purchase
Greek Island type motexr ssiler for current reconnsissance and
sventual operational worx vicinity Ionian Island and Pixle
Coast. During opsrations this craft will function as feeder
to epecial high speed landing eraft about which will advise
later, It will also be used for clandestine evaeuation of
Pixies from Greece if necesssry. Flease advise ( [

9, Uashg cable 773 replied to the above as follows:
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&. "Recoumend muagly against porchase that or any be&ts

Goncealing owmership or rslati»nskisa to seagoing oraft

too diffievit under all considerations nationality erew, registmﬁima,

insurance, movement, papers, maintenance, and supply. Consider boat

described suiteble and necessory later stage of operation but any

boat should be acquired on charter thru esuitable cut-out, who if

exposed will represent committee, and cperational instructions issued

to boat via saparate tut~out, Please advise meaning and purpose
nnaissance, location and omership boat in mingd, together

mtth antiai.pated duration and cost of chaptep,®

li, In reference (g), para 13, thers apprars:

a, ave pumhasad snall eperationsl eraft for purely coastal
operationg for sum of 200 gold sovereigns (approx doilars 1700).
This is unique boat these waters and rsquived immediste decision on
parchase, If for any reason this purchase not aprroved I can sell
to British for price paid sinee they anxious have it. This should
not be confused with larger craft for which I reguested authorigation.®

11. Refersnce (h) repiied as follows:

3. "To enable us assess purchase of bost mentioned athe 488
{In 39170) report details its characteristics, location, past owner-
ship and habits, nationalily, number and type erew and your plans .
for its employment including marine risk insurance, payment crew,
apkeap, maintenance and wharfage charges.”

12. The next reference to any boat appears in Romeg 327U dated
17 August as follows:

a. "Have excellent opportunity obtain 15 knot 72 foot twin
" diesel craft in sound eondition, adsirably suited our purposes and
with good cover possibilities due past charters. Since you de nob
desire acluakly purchase any ¢raft, this is rare chance Maditerranean
area obtain services of just right type craft on charter basis., If
plan go shead with sperations, boat such as this will bé essentisl
for communication work between base and forward area. IL can be
chartered as is less crew for dollars monthly for initial perdod
eight months with extensisns thereafter. Crew of 4 can be arranged
geparately. Will forward full detalls but meanvhile require reply
by Thuarsday as owner has two firm offers to purchase and will not
hold for me beyond Thurdday without definite word."
13. The above cable was answered by reference (i) as follows:
. s YBOFIEND. We realize ultimate need for boat of type stated
C . .~d (In 40189) but consider it premature to effect charter at
this time, Your initiative appreciated but we accept caleulated
risk of later nenavailablility boat type needed.®

14. The last reference to boats is in [ _] as follows:
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geonnrry INFORMATION
a. "Ref Wash 8497 (Out 87:.32) have discontisued all efforts

obtain vessels, Ref( e (In 39170), turned over eraft mentioned
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