June 1: 1949

Dear Pllgrin:

| 1 attach a memorandusm hended %o me by Noratio, following
certain conversations he has hed with Mr. Mclean. I delleve the
lnforna.uon contained in thie wemorsndum should be in your files.

Sincerely yours,
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" In the gourse of ssveral coaversations in Athens and Rome
the follewing opiniene concerning certain Albanian exiles were
oxp!' snsd by William Nclean. Mclean is a young Britisher, sbdout
. who spent more than a year ir Albania during the war as the
chfef MO (British Lisison Officer) vith various non-Communist
norﬂnu bande, particularly with one led by Abbas Kupi who pro-
feessed allegiance %o the ex-King Bog. Mclean's other wartime service
inoluded o hitch vith Wingate's Raiders in Abyesinias, duty in Chines
with rightist guerrillas and some time in India. He was a Conserv-
ative candidate for Parlisment in the last slections and wvas defeated.
Be remaing sctive in Comeservative circles, plans to run again for
Parligsent in the next elections, and states that he 1is charged Wy o
young Conservative greup vith following closely developmente im ths
Balkans and the Fear Bast. He has made two tsrips to Greece in the
past six months, and in Athens, Rome and, I delleve, in Bgypt, he has
seeon a good deal of the principal Albanian exiles. It 1s poesidle
that he doas some work for the British Intelligence Service. His
political sympathlies are $o the right. His extraots of certain Aldan-
fan psreonalities are as followve: At

1. gz-KEing Zog - very clever, the shrewdest and most cuaning
as well zg the most capadble and unecrupulous of Aldanian politicians.
Ke vants to run Albania as his privats reserve and will use all means
to that end. HNe her almost no following at all in Aldania. KHis former
supporters, the tribal chieftains, have eithar bdeen liquidated or othevs
vige rendered powerless by the Communists. Among the y-uager, more
active generation fog 1w despised a¢ an anachronistic Turkish pasha.
Hie reputetion i+ lov because of the way he ruled the country whea he
was King, his precipitous flight in 1938, hie political eand military in.
actitty during the war, his amoral life abroad since 1938 (he is popu-
larly supposed $0 maintain a harem) and becsuse of more then 10 years of
Pascist snd Communist propsgenda eginst him. [f an ettempt was made to
inatall a government in Albania headed by Zog, Mclean bellieves that the
Albanian peopls would rally to Hoxha or Tite.

2. Hidhst Fresheri - hae a very good record and probably the
best reputaticn in Albania of any political leader. Ne would be a good
front man dut should not be counted on for decleive ection.

3. Abbpe Eupi - bert mav professing allegliance to Tog; 11literate,
ocunning, shrewd, a good fighter, about 55, & real hilleman, possesses a
fairly good reputation in central end northern Albania.

4. Yaril Apdoni - FPrasheri's principal lisutenant; sincere,
capable, a hard worker; no pereonal influence in Albania. The same goes
for his bdrother Llved who bremdcests in Albdanisn on the BBC.

/5. Abbar Ermenyi
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5. W - during the var %the mest capable militery
figure in the Balli Xondetar; opinmionated, couragecus; probadly of
11ttle political importance. _

6. Sald Xriexyy - belongs to mo party, fairly young and esner-
getic, good fighter, gnod organmizer, no particular following in Aldania
dut uight have some influence in Kessovo. {(Prasheri says that the
Kriexyu drothers, the other, Geni is in a I‘nsodecv Jntl, are kmowvn omly
as British sgents).

7. Nusa Juka - Zogist, former minister of imterior under Sog
and 2ti11 rememdered with acute loathing in Albania for hie activisies
in this poet. A great and plausidle liar, fine vords but nothing dut
werds; a liability %o any movenment.
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