CONFIDENTIAL

July 29, 1949

Dear Pilgrim: \J Eﬂa

I enclose for your information a copy of an Aide-Memoire, dated
July 21, 1949 but lef't at the Foreign Office on July 26, 1949, together
with a memorandum addressed to me from the Officer of the Embassy who
delivered the Aide-Memoire.

When as in Athens on July 16th he asked me to try to
arrange for a statement, indicating what should be included, to be issued
by the Greek Government soon after the public announcement of the forma-
tion of the Albanian Committee. We felt that in order to secure a ecatis-
factory statement i1t would be necessary to use the prestige of Ambasgsador
Grady through having himn personally request the Foreign Minister to issue
such & statement. At the time Alderdice and I diecussed thie project he
was of the opinion that the Committee would be announced uoon July 2lst
or 22nd, that is to say well before Ambassador Grady's scheduled departure
for the United States.

As on July 23rd there had been no announcement of the formstion of the
Committee, nor indication of when such an announcement might take place,
and ss Mr, Grady was due to depart July 24th for the States, Horatio and I
decided to take certein liberties with normal diplomatic prcdedures snd
vrepare sn Aide-Memoire of a conversation that was never to tske vnlace but
which wae tc be hinted at in the course of a luncheon talk between Mr. Grady
and Foreign Minister Tsaldaris, At that luncheon Mr. Grady told Mr. Tsaldarie
that he had hoped to have a conversation on Albania with him but Secretary
Snyder's errival in Athens and his own (Grady's) departure with the Secre-
tary had made it necessary to postpone that conversation. Nevertheless,
he hed found the time to put dcwn some thoughts upon the subject and would
send these arsund to the Foreign Minister in the course of the next few days.
He added that he eincerely hoped that Mr. Tealdaris would follow through
upon the suggestion that he was making, treating it in the meantime as of
confidential nature. We feared that if Mr. Grady reslly had the conversa-
tion and gave Mr. Tsaldaris an Aide-Memoire there might have been a leak or
a plent in the Greek press which could be harmful to us.

Mr., Grady left and, although the beginning of the week came without an
announcement of the formation of the Albanian Committee, we were faced wih
an additional complication. Sir Clifford Norton, the British Ambassador,
announced that he was leeving in two days for a month's holiday and that be-
fore leaving he would see the Foreign Minlister or Acting Foreign Minister
and he wished to discuss, among other things, Greek-Albanian relations. As
we desired to have Sir Clifford's support of Mr. Grady's request it was neces-
sary that we devosit Mr., Grady's Aide-Memoire at the Foreign Office before
€ir Clifford's call. We followed this course. In so doing we realized thst
we risked a leak but that ris!" seemed less imvportent than the risk of not
having a satisfactory preparation for a favorable statement from the Greek
Government =oon after the formation of the Albanian Committee.
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There has been no leak to date and the background seems now to
be prepared so that we will have the statement desired when the
occasion arises. I am hoping, however, that this occasion will come

soon as the Greeks are very poor at keeping secrets.

Sincerely yours,

L
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MEMORANDUM SECRET

DATE: July 27, 1949

As Tegldaris was not scheduled to return until
lete Wednewday, I presented the Aide-Memoire to Pipinelie,
on Tuesday at 12:30 p.m. Pipinelis studied the document
closely snd promised to bring it to the perscnal attention
of Tsaldaris as soon as possible. With regard to the
gpecific points, Pipinelis made the following comments:

1. The Greek Army would underteske no militar&
adventures in Albanie. This, he believed, could be
stated categoricelly. However, this would not solve
the problem of guerrillas teking refuge in Albania
and returning for another round. Greece hopes and
expects some measures will be teken to prevent
Albanie from continuing to serve as a refuge and
base for guerrille ectivity sgainst Greece.

2. Successful efforte have been made to bring
the broadcasts in Albanian, Bulgerisn, and Serbo-
Croat under the controcl of the Foreign Office.

At present, he stated, these brosdcests to Albania
and Bulgaris make a clear distinction between the
peovnles and the Governments of those countries. He
sgreed thst the other broadcasts of Radio Athens on
internationsl affairs should be brought into line.
He stated that he had, within the past few days,
addressed a letter to the Minister of Information,
strongly requesting that Foreign Office avproval be
secured for all broadcasts by Radio Athens dealing
with internationsl affairs. )

3. The forthcoming formation of the Albanisn Com-
mittee would be g very important step. He believed that
all the Balkan peoples would see in this development a
new deperture in foreign policy of the Western countries
and consider it the first move in a campaign to roll back
the Iron Curtain. The composition of the Committee, he
felt, was of great importance, particularly in that it
should not come under the domination of either Zog or the

[Italians
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Italians. The former he characterized as the most
unreliable Albenian with whom he had to deal during hie
pre-war mission in Albania. The ex-King, he felt,
had almost no influence in the country, but was
forced to be reckoned with because of his financisl
resources, his politicsl acumen, and his ruthlessness.
The Italians, he said, had already begun to renew
their efforts in Albanis and were working through
the Independent Bloc, a group of former collabora-
tionists now headed by Verlaci. All collaborationists,
he felt, should be excluded from any position on the
Committee, especially any persons who had cooperated
with the Itslians. In general, Pipinelis believes,
that none of the exiles has any real following within
Albania since political parties and national con-
sciousness are not developed to any degree in that
country. In his opinion, any government that succeeds
the present regime will have to look to the United
States for the actual direction of ite efforte. He

~ expressed the belief that the formetion of a Com-
mittee would be the occasion for great unrest in
Albanis, which is, according to his information, in
a desperate economic situation. He expressed great
interest in knowing what steps would be taken after
the Committee had been formed snd hoped that these
steps would include concrete action to overthrow the
Hoxhi regime. :

Pipinelis promised that the Greek Government would issue
z statement upon the formstion of the Albanian Committee and
showed no objection to any of the points mentioned in the rela-
tive portion of the Aide-Memoire. He said that the Foreign
Office's recent stetement to UNSCOB concerning the poseibility
of the means of improving Greek-Albanian relations contained
plmost the same wording concerning the Greek territoriel claims
on Albania. I thanked him for hie interest and said that if we
had advance notification of the formation of the Committee, we
would endeavor to inform him.

Sir Ciifford Norton alsoc saw Pipinelis Tuesday and told
him much the same eort of thing.
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Jady 21, 1949

3 have noted vith inareasisg sonsern statenents sad editeriale
sppearing is the Gresk press urging in fiery terms that the Greek
Fationa)l Arsy subd an end %o A1hanisn sid %0 dhe Greck guerrillas W
pursuing retrestisg guarrilia feress serees the freatier and W een-
dusting nilitary spsrations in Albanian Serritery. Ny esnsers is the
greater in that I waderstond these sentinmis 0 represent aot merely
the opialone of jowrnlists dut alse the view of some Sreek effiaiale,

As Your Rxeslloney 1s avars, any such astion Wy Oreek Natiomnd
Perses would greatly damage the Ovesk sasw defore the United Nntions
and lmr- werld pyidlis opinjen in general. [ wrge, thezefere, that
Tour Excellensy sake aleay ot 88 early epprertuaity that the Oreek
Governaent has »¢ intention of subarking wpon suy ailitery sdventures
wpeh Aldanisn territory,

Nors generalily with regard W Oreses's relaticae with Aldaata, I
should 1ike %o express $2 Your Exadllensy $he view that leng yasge pres.
pests for pense 12 the Jalkane wenld Ba sxhensed if the Sresk Suversment
should maks & clear distinstion Vetvesn the presmmt Albanian Gevernment
and the Albsaian yeople, In this eemnsetion, I have learasd with plessure
thet an effert is Valag sede te fwprove in this respest #be Aldanisa
lengusge Yresdonsts o Radio Athens although wafertwnately a similar
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fiaprevenst does a0t appear §0 have Bem registersd with regard to the
 ramsrita of the prinsipsl comaentator en Eadie Athens, ia hie smalysie
of {atermationsl developmemis, originally Weadsast in Sreek Yut subee.
guantly redreadesst in French and other foreign languages. 1% somme
$0 ne important Shat the sane general lime follewed ia the Aldenisn
language Wrosdsaste of Radin Athens Be used in all emissions of Radie
Athens, |
An sypertunily say Ve preovided in the near futurs for Youwr
Exsellenay fo slarify Gresse’s pecition teverd Alvanis and the Albsnisn
posple. | su faformed that o growp of provinent Aldanian exiles mey
shortly anneunce the formation of a Committes %0 work for the liberatien
of thaily couniyry frem the provent Comsunist regime. In wy spinien »
Wrief statement frem Your RExesllency seon after the samcungement of the
formation of this Osamitiee will b» most Malpful in inpreviag the leng
tern relations detwoen fresee and Alvania. In the statenent I hape you
vill say that the forsation of & Cammitice of prominext Aldanism exiles
sreouses hpe for the imprevenent of Grsees's relations vith Albaata, A,
further, dhal, provided Albania has & represeatative geveraneant mot heetile
% She Gresk matisn, Greces affirme that it vil) take 39 aggrescive eteps
sgainet Albanis nor sesk smy Servitorial adfustuents exsept Wareugh frieadly
soge siatione within the fremewerk of the United Nasions. 1 adall sppreciate
Tour Axeellency's somments o thiz suggestion se econ as poasibie s I
would 1ike 40 inform uy Governsent ¥y telegrarh that you are planniag $o
neke & statensnt and ingelude in uy meusage the Sext of your statonent,
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