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July 29, 1949

Dear Pilgrim:

I enclose for your information a copy of an Aide-Memoire, dated
July 21, 1949 but left at the Foreign Office on July 26, 1949, together
with a memorandum addressed to me from the Officer of the Embassy who
delivered the Aide-Memoire.

When Q.	 ,jwas in Athens on July 16th he asked me to try to
arrange for a statement, indicating what should be included, to be issued
by the Greek Government soon after the public announcement of the forma-
tion of the Albanian Committee. We felt that in order to secure a satis-
factory statement it would be necessary to use the prestige of Ambassador
Grady through having him personally request the Foreign Minister to issue
such a statement. At the time Alderdice and I.discussed this project he
was of the opinion that the Committee would be announced upon July 21st
or 22nd, that is to say well before Ambassador Grady l s scheduled departure
for the United States.

As on July 23rd there had been no announcement of the formation of the
Committee, nor indication of when such an announcement might take place,
and as Mr. Grady was due to depart July 24th for the States, Horatio and I
decided to take certain liberties with normal diplomatic prodedures and
prepare an Aide-Memoire of a conversation that was never to take place but
which was to be hinted at in the course of a luncheon talk between Mr. Grady
and Foreign Minister Tsaldaris. At that luncheon Mr. Grady told Mr. Tsaldaris
that he had hoped to have a conversation on Albania with him but Secretary
Snyder's arrival in Athens and his own (Grady's) de parture with the Secre-
tary had made it necessary to postpone that conversation. Nevertheless,
he had found the time to put down some thoughts upon the subject and would
send these around to the Foreign Minister in the course of the next few days.
He added that he sincerely hoped that Mr. Tsaldsris would follow through
upon the suggestion that he was making, treating it in the meantime as of
confidential nature. We feared that if Mr. Grady really had the conversa-
tion and gave Mr. Tsaldaris an Aide-Memoire there might have been a leak or
a plant in the Greek press which could be harmful to us.

Mr. Grady left and, although the beginning of the week came without an
announcement of the formation of the Albanian Committee, we were faced with
an additional complication. Sir Clifford Norton, the British Ambassador,
announced that he was leaving in two days for a month's holiday and that be-
fore leaving he would see the Foreign Minister or Acting Foreign Minister
and he wished to discuss, among other things, Greek-Albanian relations. As
we desired to have Sir Clifford's support of Mr. Grady's request it was neces-
sary that we deposit Mr. Grady's Aide-Memoire at the Foreign Office before
Sir Clifford's call. We followed this course. In so doing we reali7ed that
we risked a leak but that ris17. seemed less important than the risk of not
having a satisfactory preparation for a favorable statement from the Greek
Government soon after the formation of the Albanian Committee.

!There hasDECLASSIFIED AND RELEASED BY
CENTRAL INTELL I G ENCE AGENCY

SOURCESMETHODSEXENPT ION 3828

NAZI WAR CRIMES DISCLOSURE ACT

DATE 2007

/-;	 j At
I LL



CONEIDEVTIAL

There has been no leak to date and the background seems now to
be prepared so that we will have, the statement desired when the
occasion arises. I am hoping, however, that this occasion will come
soon PS the Greeks are very poor at keeping secrets.

Sincerely yours,

4..16
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SECRET

TO:

FROM:

DATE:	 July 27, 1949

As Tseldaris was not scheduled to return until
late Wednesday, I presented the Aide-Memoire to Pipinelis,
on Tuesday at 12:30 p.m. Pipinelis studied the document
closely and promised to bring it to the personal attention
of Tsaldaris as soon as possible. With regard to the
specific points, Pipinelis made the following comments:

1. The Greek Army would undertake no military
adventures in Albania- This, he believed, could be
stated categorically. However, this would not solve
the problem of guerrillas taking refuge in Albania
and returning for another round. Greece hopes and
expects some measures will be taken to prevent
Albania from continuing to serve as a. refuge and
base for guerrilla activity against Greece.

2. Successful efforts have been made to bring
the broadcasts in Albanian, Bulgarian, and Serbo-
Croat under the control of the Foreign Office.
At present, he stated, these broadcasts to Albania
and Bulgaria make a clear distinction between the
peop les and the Governments of those countries. He
agreed that the other broadcasts of Radio Athens on
international affairs should be brought into line.
He stated that he had, within the past few days,
addressed a letter to the Minister of Information,
strongly requesting that Foreign Office approval be
secured for all broadcasts by Radio Athens dealing
with international affairs.

3. The forthcoming formation of the Albanian Com-
mittee would be a very important ste p . He believed that
all the Balkan peoples would see in this development a
new departure in foreign policy of the Western countries
and consider it the first move in a. campaign to roll back
the Iron Curtain. The composition of the Committee, he
felt, was of great importance, particularly in that it
should not come under the domination of either Zog or the
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Italians. The former he characterized as the most
unreliable Albanian with whom he had to deal during his
pre-war mission in Albania. The ex-King, he felt,
had almost no influence in the country, but was
forced to be reckoned with because of his financial
resources, his political acumen, and his ruthlessness.
The Italians, he said, had already begun to renew
their efforts in Albania and were working through
the Independent Bloc, a group of former collabora-
tionists now headed by Verlaci. All collaborationists,
he felt, should be excluded from any position on the
Committee, especially any per pons who had cooperated
with the Italians. In general, Pipinelie believes,
that none of the exiles has any real following within
Albania since political parties and national con-
sciousness are not developed to any degree in that
country. In his opinion, any government that succeeds
the present regime will have to look to the United
States for the actual direction of its efforts. He
expressed the belief that the formation of a Com-
mittee would be the occasion for great unrest in
Albania, which is, according to his information, in
a desperate economic situation. He expressed greet
interest in knowing what steps would be taken after
the Committee had been formed and hoped that these
steps would include concrete action to overthrow the
Hoxhi regime.

Pipinelis promised that the Greek Government would issue
a. statement upon the formation of the Albanian Committee and
showed no objection to any of the points mentioned in the rela-
tive portion of the Aide-Memoire. He said that the Foreign
Office's reccnt statement to UNSCOB concerning the possibility
of the means of improving Greek-Albanian relations contained
almost the same wording concerning the Greek territorial claims
on Albania. I thanked him for his interest and said that if we
had advance notification of the formation of the Committee, we
would endeavor to inform him.

Sir Clifford Norton also saw Pipinelis Tuesday and told
him much the same sort of thing.
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