SECRE}

9ﬁwemlm'l9la

MMORANDUM FORp SADO
t PB-I‘/

 Thare is atbached & memorandam by Mr, 0ffis covering hls dis~
cosstons with ¥r, Hibiere on the question of BOFIRND, together with
a trenseript of a telephons conversation betweon myself mdg wj
of the British Esbassy, in response to the query which hs" wa
me on Novesber T oencerning the line to be followed by "C" in a cob~
yersation with Ribiere scheduled for November 10,
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SECAET
8 November 1949

1., Mr. Riblere imguired as to our activities in conmection with
Albania, He stated that he wished to be perfectly frank and let me know
axaotly what he had been able to learn about American activities vis s vis
Albania, expressing that it was a bit uspleesant for him to do 80 in view
of the understanding he thought he had resched with us during his visit to
Washington last November, He stated that this was all the mere unpleasant
to him since he had come awsy from his meeting with Mr. Wisner and that the
latter wished to develop reslly close cooperetion with the French Services.
I interjeoted with the statement that be already had received soms inlorma-
tion from OPC representatives in connestion with the Albanian Committee and
that, while I was not aware of what he had learned with regard to activities
involving Albania, 1 conld assure him that owr plans on this subject, as
indesd in the case of the other eafsdily groups, had developed disappoint-
ingly slowly, and one of the itams on my agenda today was to bring him wp
to dete on this subject,

2. ¥r. Ribiere then stated that the first eontact he had had with an
American official on the subject of Albania was last July when he had been
approached by OPC representatives and his asgistance sought in procuring
French visas for travel of certain Albanian Nationallsts who were involved
in the formation of an Albsnian Kational Comuittes. He sald that this was
the only American contact he had had., On the other hand, be had been to
London, to Roae, and to Greece since that time, He had, as I must know,
intimste relatlions with the Italian Secret Services, which relationship re-
sulted in hs receiving very full intelligence information from that
country. Be dwelt briefly upon his excellent Italian connections, which wes
unnecessary, as I know he has them. He told me that he had lesrnsd, from
the Italians, a rather complete story of the negotiat ions during the

and he was alpo informsd, even unto the dates
of the dispatch of intelligence teams into Albania. At this peint I
comuented that of course he meant Itallan intelligence teams which, as he
knew, the Italian Naval Intelligence had allegedly organimed. He said,
"Ho, I mean British-American teams. I mean teame organized by British
Amsricans.® I said that of course there were s number of foreign powers
which had dispatched intelligence tesms inte Albania, ewven izko Greece, but
that I did not want to go into detail en this particular subject for the
reason thet I did not concern myself with intelligence mstters. He then
wort on, with determination, to explain that the Greeks had also advised
him of a British-American operation involving Albania, and had rather com-
plained of the lack of full coordination on the part of the British-
American authorities, He wtated that on his last trip to london the British
had acknowledged their operations vis a vis Albania, which, from the remakks
he made on this subjeet, I gathered to more or less cover the operation
VALUABLE phase of the FIERD plan. Then ensued what to me was the most
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interesting pert of the conversastion on this subject, because Mr.

Ribiere dwelt at soms length on real British concern about any opsrations
involving Albanias because of the wery delicate situation at present pre-
vailing in Tagoalevia. I gathered from his remarks that his British
opposite number is not at all convinced that Operation FIEND is a feasible
plan, and indeed at one point of the conversation indicated to Ribiere

that he would not be at all surprised if it should be desirahble in the

near future to curtail all intelligence operations. In this conmection men-
tion was made of the Tito Albanians in the Kossovo Area.

3. I thought it best to explain to Mr. Ribiere OPC's role in connec-
tion with Albania from the very beginning. I therefore reminded him of our
query last November in Washington with regard to Albania. I stated that we
were most grateful to him 4nd to his compatriots in the French Foreign
Office for mmch vital information provided with regard to Albania since last
Novenber. I said tlmt, as he well knew, many people falt that thies might
be the appropriate time to undertale operstions in Albania which might remlt
in a change of regime. Since, however, the dewlopmsnt of the cemmen—LewmConinge
Tito dispute had made the situation in that area most delicate, there was a
very definite reluctance to undertake any operation which might bring about
disaster. I said that it was primarily in aceordance with our genmeral pro-
gram concerning eamigre groups in exile, with which he was fully familiar,
that we had undertalen to form the Albanian National Council., I farther
stated that this might probably be considered as phase one of ocur entire
plan with regard not only to Albania but also to the ot her Iren Curtain
countries, I went on to say that the dpositing of intelligence teams in
Albsnia was a routine matter for Intelligence Services, that I regretted I
was not 1n a position to give him detalls on any American sctivity in thie
respect for the reason thst I did not concern myself with intelligence
matters, that I would undertake, however, should "= be interested, to
ascertain what the situation was in this respect. 1 thsn stated that there
would come, perhasps~-and the perhape was & very big one indeed, for obvious
reasons-—@ time when it might be desirable to attempt a coup d'etat in
Albania, Such umiertaking would require ths most careful study and con-
sideration not only by the Services people but also it would require the ap-
proval of the American National Militery Establishment (Joint Chiefs of
Staff) and the Depertment of State. It would further require the most care-
ful diplamatic preparation involving several countries including France,

I could assure him that while this subject had been discussed on many
occasions and at grest length, no definite decision had yet been made with
regard to effecting an overtirow of the Hoxha regime in Albania. I said
in this comection that I had frequently wished that he had a properly
aceredited representative in Washingten to discuss such matters on his be-
helf, as there certainly was nothing with regard to any mroject pertaining
to Albania which we would desire to withhold from him, deed, the French,
because of the presence of their diplomatic mission in Fehséh, and for
other reasons, had a very important contribution to male in the event that
any such project was undertaken, I stated further that when we began to
give this project more sericus consideration—-and I thought this stage would
be reached in the very near fut ure--we would have Mr. Ribiere approsached
by competent British and American OPC representatives who would acquaint
him wit h our inteations in this matter.

" SECRET




SECRET

he Hr, Riblere thanked me for this explonst ion and said that it
would not be nesessary {ur me to o to the trouble of aseuprtaining whet
intelliganoe activities has been undertaken in Albenis by our people, that
he felt he was adequately informed on this subject, thanis to his Mritisk,
itelisn, and Greek connwetions, and that » would look forard to being
approsched in the event that 8 decislon i: mede to proceed #ith e serious
plan for the overtiron of the Hoxha regime in Albenis. He then yolunteered
tie information, whish 1 hed slroady tosrd from our [ , that
french infometion indicated that Hoxhes was very saxious to enter into
ocontast with properly qualified Yestem repressntatiwss. I asked him whether
he bed received & definite confirmation of this report, and he stated thet
as yt @ had recelved m reply to Me further query on this peint,
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- 5-:' I have gone into this question we dicoussed, We
are awmare that hmuwﬁmblyinfarmdontmutumm

C Jt Xosee. _
C JMGMWWthedzwIdbotdd.

C :!”c

C 7 one of our people was there recently and was questioned very
heavily and very closely on this situation.

. N
(" 7] e rether paseed over the second phase.
( Trese I understand,

[ ] #e ms of sourse informed on the first phase, I did
that myself some time ago, This p pessed over the scoond phase and
said he was not oconcerned w: matters, He thai wert on and sald
this was obviously a questiony consideration,

C :J!”o

C 7 No deoimion had yot been made on 1%, which is teshnically

C Jcmu;

C 2 when & declesion was made obviously it would require greet
diplomacI® reparations and hé would be approached by both owrselves
and the PBritish on the mtter,

C”lemntmdimuthﬁlmtullhmumtmww
inform nim that the thing is in the exploratary stage and 4£° - the
results of that stage are/ws will expand the scope of the whole thing
ard bring him in on it. good '
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C 'zrmmmuauzmm.rtm-mm .
a tment to bring him in t& full participation which we
pared to make at this time,

are
| #e are observing the remults of the exploratory stage amd
aotions will be dictated by the matwre of such resultes and
ve the question of his 4% lon vague?

That will give your zan the opportund! te
ummuﬁ’:‘-ﬂ":&dﬁmﬁimﬁ&a
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) There is ancther point, Do you lnow Dan who yecently went

L 1% |
C ) Be went primarily in the Aduiral's intevebts.
(] ony yee, I do keow, '

C )18 he briefed on this?

C ) v

(C_JShould he coordinate his story with sy men?

C_ ") No. He is fram the obher slde of the houss, Thers is
another 1vem, the final stetement you recéiwed to the effect he had
besn told a proposal would de fortheooing.

C.)!ﬂ.
(D Itlked with & chap who dined with hinm and it worke a

the other wmy and this is in faat the propossl ard our people (Bob
do want this information given to the other chap.

7 This 1s'a question which must be thought in advence, how
he is to commnt. Thark you,
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