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SUBJECT: Ogive/BGRhytim Infiltration, ICBatland

T0s Chief, BGRhythm
*mwn, Dl c.’

Attn: C 1

Porwarded under separate cover is the debriefing report
of the Ogive infiltration effected 24 June 1951 by air drop
supplied by the BGRhythm, BUfiend covert crew,
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26 June 1951

SUBJECT: O0S0/0PC Infiltration, Albania, %4 June 1951
01 Acting Projeet Chief, BGFMend
FROM; Intelligence, BUPiend

1, The sevenraan 030 teem was dropped inte a pre-selected target ares mear
Simajhe, Albanis, by the OFG sovert air erew at 0210 hours local en 24 Jume 1551
in a mission entirely witheut incident, Woather exmreutc and over the drepping
- ground wvas CAVU) tho utter clemrmess of visiMlity, vertical, forward, and obligue
eligited optbmm brightnsss from the half-moon f.hni mede every ground detatl

2, Takewoff from Athens cocourred at 2310 hours on 23 June 1951 after a
AD-mirute delsy considered minorj more time wms needed than thought nesessary to
clothe and rig the infiltress, Clinbing to 6,000 feet indicated altitude, the
a.irauﬁptocsnd«le‘n se through the Gulf of Corinth, then west of Corfu to
a position 40" 30' N 41" 30' E, it 0139 hours the trus heading was shmged to
55" and 2 descent to 150' ASL oommenced, The Albanian coast was penetrated at
the southern tip of Shiumbi Peninsule at 0203 hours at 1500' indicated altitude,
The aireraft grossed the village of Divjake ang the northern quarter of Ligen %
Torbufit (lake), and, on a true heading of 100%, flew dirsctly to the droy area,

3. At first, the DZ was given as the 283 natar height imnediately east,
perhaps a mile, from the huta at Shuje, 1tself 3 miles north of lushmje, How-
ever, a final decision by the 030 Comduoting Officer and the Team Loader before
takewoff moved the target tc the southern bese of the 283 meter hill vhere a
platesu 3 miles long and 2 miles wide was desoribed tc exist, The asctuel DZ,
rather than = flat platesu, wae an Eanteleat valley 4 to 5 miles long betwesn
$hree rolling rises and the 23 meter slofe further north, This vas the eonfig-
uration presented from 600 feet alove the terrain flying generally from west to
east, Incldentally, the tesm expresssd it's desire to be dropped om the southerly
approach to the pinpoint height on whioh they plamned to estailish their fipst
base, The selected area was free of tres:, rocks, and any drop obstructions.

4. The dropping ground was quickly identifi#d (by the air crew, and by Tesm
Menmbor No, 1 who resognisod all of the area frum the shore inland), Cteady moonw
light outlined the stremus, rosde, fiolds, woods, lakes, and land shapes vi€idly,

A 180" turn from the DZ bwought the aireraft over the eastern tip of Ligen 1 Terbufit
to the D% on s true heading of 100° at 600 feet sbove the ground, Two ocontainera and
seven man drepped at 0210 hours in one pass, Pundles and bodles were disehurged
under 20 secondas,

5., Dispatchers K and B each tossed a tundle on signal, ‘he Ho., 1 isn and
the next three jumped headfirst almost atop the containers, HNo, 5 quieckly sat
on the floor, legs out the doorwey, and pushed hiuself into the alr., No, 6 imw
mediately dived out, and the lant man followed in the some mamner after s frace
tion's hesitation, No prompting was needed from either dispatoh.r,
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6, The drop was effedted in the elongated valley between points parsllel to
the first and second ridges of the porthesouth heights that were to the right of
the eastdbound run, 9inoe the briefing did not incljde safe-landing signals, nome
wore obssrved, No paractmutes in thg aiy or on the ground wers seen, The circr;f’t
continued on a course altered to W~ for Kldesan, asseniing from the drop to 000
foot ASL, Approsching Shelk, meversl packots of leaflets, perhaps 5,000 were re-
leased at 07 hours, Three mimutes later Flbasan was circled to the right and
treated to some 15,000 leaflots, The courss coastward was set st 270° to inter-
gect Murriz 3} sir miles from the junotion of the Devell and rivers at 0229
hours, A% that poimt, the outbound courme was changed to 255, Approximately
5,000 more leaflets were sestitered im the populated vicimity of Brostar on the
Semen! River at 0233 hours, The cosst was crossed &ust porth of the Vijose River
mowth at 0237 hours, and the flight proceeded to 407 20! N 41° 30 E vhere reeiprocal
heedings were flown homesmrd, The aireraft landed at Athens at 0505, Total time
of flight: 5 hours 55 mimuten; time of drops 0220 hoursy time over Albaniar 34 mimutes,

7. 4t about 1} miles northwest of Lusimje o large, rectangular pattern of
strong, evenly spaced 11 hts was observed, Iike the ssme patierns seen on cother
Albanian missions snd reported in BGFiend debrisfings, thias light figure hinted at
a spescial area, not unlike the comentratiom camps that often were used ss pinpoints
in Germany during the last war. A similsr bt smsller rectangle of lishts wae
plottad at Biahgem em the Shinmbi Riwver, Lights were bYright in Durres and Vlone;
axcept for the special ares, all Lusimje was blacked out,

8, Ons faint light, pessibly a shepherd's flire, wvas seen over a mile from
the DZ (west of the firswtalope beyond which the drop was nmade); all else was hlsak

in the genersl region,

9, The sircraft orew repertad that all team members behaved well during the
flight, A1l men sat upright snd awake. The alr was netably smooth and no one be-
came 111, There was some singing and a considerzble smownt of maoking, Five min-

- utes before the Albanisn coast was crossed the door was unfastened and the static
1ines readied, All but Fos, 6 and 7 took a drink of cognas, No. 1, recognising
his whereabouts, pointed out !moun landmarks to others as ths terrain unfolded
below, The group was adjulged umisually good, The mammer and rete of Jumping was
desned expeptional ~ there were no noticeable worries, mainly noticeable confidence,
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