
SECRET

23 August 1951

MEMORANCOM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECTs	 Conversation With ling Zog of Albania on
17 August 1951.

1. I called on King Zog at his suite at the Mayflower Hotel
on 17 August 1951, with a view to securing further information from
him on his own ideas concerning the organisation of an insurrection
to overthrow the Oemmenist regime to Albs:A.4 After seas general
conversation, during shish he reminisced about his activities in
World War I and his detention bit the Emperor of Austria in Vienna,
and a dissuasion of our mutual interest in fencing, I told him that
I would be very interested in having more information on his Ideas
concerning the beet vet, of cresting a revolution in his seentry.
He emprossed great willingness to discuss this matter, said that he
had given the subjeet mush thought and felt that, as indiested dur-
ing previous conversations, it mould be most desirable to eondmot
the action as though it sere a spontaneous revolution breaking out
within Albania. The general scheme of lotion follows:

a. The first steps to be taken should be directed at
improving and raising the morale of Albanians in general
and at assuring the neutrality of neighboring countries.
This can be accomplished if the United States will do the
followings

(1) Make a declaration indiesting that the
United States stands firmly in favor of the pres-
ervation of Albania's territorial integrity, and
that err changes arising frms territorial claims
Or other Gauntries must be made through the
aeohanisa provided by the United Notions Organis-
ation for the adjustment of such di:sputa'.

(2) Mring about deelarations br Greece, Yugo-
slavia and Italy that they undertake not to attack
Albania through the use of armed fore., and that in
the event they should have territorial chains against
Albania, they will adjust them through the proper
machinery established tgr the United/Wiens Organis-
ation.
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b. The steps involved in preparation for the insur-
reetion consist of the preparation of plans, the scour-
ulation of an adequate stock of military equipment, the
recruitment of sush personnel as will have to be intro-
dosed from the outside, and the preparation of the ground
within the country. The King is prepared to participate
In any of the following arrangements provided the United
States will back the project. He man undertake to do
the planning with his OWD staff and to direst the entire
operation himself, he willwork jointly with our staff
in preparing plans *Advil]. conduct the operation with
this aid of our observers and advisers; or he will accept
sueh plans as we miy prepare and will work for us under
our direction, As regards the operation itself, it can
be conducted as an Albanian liberation mOvement led ar

or as a movement led by the Committee, or as a moves
mint in which the details are all organised secretly in
advent), and into which the Committee is brought after the
project is well underway. He considers his own staff of
army officers as adequate for the proper planning and
execution of this project and alai= that he can recruit
all the necessary personnel up to a possible ten themes
and men, should that be necessary or desirable.

e. As soon an a general plan of action has been de-
veloped, the King considers it necessary to prepare the
ground in Albania by sending in four or five officers,
who are now available and whose mission will be to effect
a rapid reconnaissance of the country and establish cer-
tain contacts in the armed forces and among various in.
dividuals who will be called upon to support the movement
when it gets underway. These officers can, if desired.
be acconpanied by one or two American voluntmar observers.
It would require approximately &month or six weeks to
make a quick worm of all areas and explain in general
terms to those owneeramml what the various leading parties
ipants inside will have to do when proper instructions
mash them4 following exilltrstione it mg, be necessary
to sake certain revisions to the project based en new ins
fermatioawhieh the officers will bring mkt with them.

4. In the meantime, comemmications personnel will have
to be trained mod the necessary equipment for the operi.
*time be assembled at some point from which it can be des
livered to guerrilla units in Albania. This phase the King
leaves to us, with the thought that he can recruit tbe
personnel, but all training and equipment will have to be
supplied br the United States, furthermore, the question

of delivery 4r
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of delivery by air will also be an Amerisan problem.
Equipment for approximatOy tan thousand men should be
available in order to assure the *mese* of the enter-
prise. This equipment will be needed for guerrilla
forces organised within the mustry end also for equip-
ping such armed groups as mily be introduced from out-
side. It is the Nine's estimate that the total armed
form required to overture the present regime will have
to umber something of the order 1st 25 to 30 thousand
aim, but that at least two.thirds of this terse will be
in possession of ere= *mum the necessary military
equipment as a result of defections within the army mad
the sesurity ferns, as well as from seek small stocks of
arcs as mey still be available to the antiimgevernment
mosnitaineers.

s, The ling emphasised that it was absolutely es-
sential to attempt to me all the nanipCommunist Al.
baniane willing to Join in the 'lotion, and that he eon.
eiders it desirable to encourage all emigre leaders to
go into the country as aeon as the ineurrectim breaks
out. This, he biro, will permit these leaders to rally
around thee whatever followings they have and to mske
use of the oountry lls entire autd-Ccessunist potential.
During this period, all political action by the polit.
teal parties mnst be discouraged and prevented insofar
as possible, all efforts being divested toward the em.
plate overthrow of the established mime.

S. As the King sees it, in the ideal situation the
project would progress in the hollowing orders

(1) Statements by the United States, Groom
Yugoslavia mad Italy *meaning their policy
toward Albania.

(2) Preparation of operational plans by a
U. S. staff, working Jointly with King Zog's staff.

(3) Stookopiling of arms and ammunition for
ten thousand meft.

(4) Simultaneous training of (Immunisations
personnel.

(5) Reconnaissance trip through Albania to
four or five of King Zoe* officers with a view to
preparing the ground for necessary local cooperation
and for securing up-to-date intonation.
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(6) Clandestine movement of small farces into

Orions or other areas free which they can be intro-
dosed into Mania. The King expressed *marked
preferenes for infiltrating a number of bends over
the Greek border and said that it was almost es-
sential to have the *Generation of the Creeks in
order to undertake the Albanian operation.

(7) Movement of clandestine agents into the
*Reentry followed by outbreak of open revolt °per,.
Wens to begin with a few oboist' assassinations to
be earned out by persons who are presenqy within
the A1banian Government and who are still loyal to
Xing Zog.

(8) Introduction of small Albanian forces br
air and overland with King Zog himself and his NWT,
followed by the member, of the Albanian National Como.
mittes and suoh ether Albanian groups as may wish to
Partisipate in the revolution. At this stage, area
will be dropped by air to supply guerrilla unite in
eeconlinmml with arrangemants mode by clandestine agents
in advanee. Defeetions from regular ground fermis will
increase the refrolutionary army to the strength re-
quired for the overthrow of such forces as may remain
loyal to the regime.

(9) Upon termination of the military phases of
the operation, the National Committee members and
other polities] leaders will undoubteay begin their
paitisaleativitr, At this stage, King Zog will
vita the U. N. to send representatives to insure that
the formation of a new Albanian government develops in
sommlanes With demooratis plans.

g. King Vag emphasised the fact that if we so desire, he
will undertake to plans organise and execute the operation.
On the other hand, if prefer it, the United States can sen.
duet the entire operation and he will perform Whatever funs-
'bless we me, consider most useful.

M. In regard to relations with Cresols, the King ex.
pressed a fear that the British awy have some secret eemmit-
sent to alley the Greeks to occupy the Northern Bpirus in
return for abandoning Greek claims with regard to qrpres.
Should there be at such understanding, he feels it will be
most difficult to persuade the Greeks to sake the statement

ooncerning their
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conserving their intentions to press territorial claims
through the U. B. apparatus. However, he thinks that
possibly the United States has enough levers** through
*Naomi* aid to force the Creeks, Yugoslays end Italians
to some through with the desired declarations.

The King than talked about the neceseity for
creating a general Balkan enti•Communist front and stated
that be had had a mumbler of conversations with prominent
Magee* and was shocked with the dissension smog the
valises political factions. Specifically he mentioned
the Yugoslays. pointing out that there were at least three
footle/me of Serbe alone. Be said that his discussions
had led hia to the conclusion that all these difficulties
could be eliminated and general unity could be established
if the United States mods it firm declaration to these
groups of *1st the United States will support. Be went
on to say that in thecae* of the Serbs and Croats, he
had obtained what amounted to assurances from a =Ober of
prominent Isadore that they will accept whatever principles
the United States wishes to establish in regard to the
settlement of Serbo.Cweet problems in Iugoalavia. He in.
diosted that be would continue his talks with various Bal-
kan rates*" in order to try to unite them ia a solid Bal-
kan anti...Communist movement and eliminate their petty par.
tisan rivalries and conflicts.

4. At one point in the conversations the King stated
that he woad like to make known to me a personal secret
concerning his reasons for urging immediate action in Al.
bends. He said that he considers a :vex with the Soviet
Union practically inevitable and that if such a war did
take place while Albania is still nominally lined up with
the Communist satellites, she would stand little chose
of preserving her bommderies In any post.war readjustment
because countries like Greece and Yugoslavia, who would be
presumably aligned against the Soviet bloc, would gabble
her VAN Consequently he feels it essential to bring about
such a state of affairs in advance of war as to mike Al.
banit technically one of the allies fighting against the
Soviet bloc and thus insure for Albania the treatment to
be accorded to a victorious rather than to a vanquished
net lens

k. in concluding, the King stated that he will be
delighted to discuss ow matters that we mey wish to
bring up in the future and let us have his views and
opinions an Albanian and Balkan problems. Be said that

he will remain
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he will remain in New York fOr the nest two voodoo be-
fore returning to Ngypti and extended to me cordial
invitation to stay with him either at his hotel in
Nio 'York or his home in Alexandria Should I wish to
sloe him again.

Chief •
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