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23 August 1951

MEMDRANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Conversation With King Zog of Albania on
17 August 1951,

1. I called on King Zeg at his suite st the Hayflower liotel
on 17 August 1951, with a view to securing further information from
him on his own idess concerming the organisation of m insurrection
to overthrow the Communist regime in Albanias, After some general
conversation, during whish he reminisced about his sctivities in
World Var I end his detention by the Emperer of Austris in Viemna,
and a digcussion of our mutual interest in feneing, I told him that
I would be very interested in having more information on his ideas
concarning the best way of creating 2 revolution in his esountry.
He expressed great willingness to digouss this matter, said that he
had given the subject much thought and felt that, as indieated dur-
ing previcus conversations, it would be most desireble to eonduot
the action as though it were a spontanecus revolution bresking out
within Albenia. The general scheme of setion follows:

a. The first steps to be taken should be directed at
improving and raising the morale of Albanians in genersl
and at assuring the neulrality of neighboring countries.
This oan be acoomplished if the United States will do the

following:

(1) Make a declarstion indieating that the
United States stands firaly in fever of the pres~
srvation of Albania's territorisl integrity, end
that any changes srising from territorial olaims
by other countries sust be made through the
mechmisa provided by the United Nastions Organis-
ation for the sdjustment of such disputes.

(2) Bring sbout deslarations bty Ureece, Yugo-
slavia and Italy that they undertake not to sttack
Albania through the use of armed foree, snd that in
the event they should have territerial olaims sgainst
Albanis, they will adjust them throwgh the proper
mashinery established ty the United Nations Organis-
ation,
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b. The steps involved in preparation for the insure
restion consist of the preparation of plans, the acoum-
ulation of an sdequate stock of military equipment, the
recrultaent of sush personnel as will have to be intro-
duced from the outeide, and the preparstion of the ground
within the country. The King is prepared to participate
in sy of the following arvangements provided the United
Stetes will back the projeet. He ocan undertake to do
the planning with his owm staff and to direat the entire
operation himself; he will work jointly with our staff
in preparing plans snd will condust the cperstion with
the aid of our cbservers and sdvisers; or he will sccept
sush plans as we may prepare and will work for us under
our direction. As regards the operatisn itself, it sen
be conducted as an Albanian liberation movement led Yy
hin, or as & movensut led by the Committes, or as a move-
ment in vhich the details are all organised secretly im
sdvence and into which the Conmittee is brought after the
project is well underway. He oconsiders his owm staff of
amy officers ss adequatse for the proper planning and
axscution of this project and olaims that he can resruit
all the necessary personnsl up to a possibls ten thous-
and men, should that be necessary or desirabla,

6. As soon as a genersl plan of action has been de~
veloped, the King considers it necessary to prepare the
ground in Albania by sending in four or five offiocers,
who sre now svaillable and whose mission will be to effect
s rapid reconnsissance of the country and establish eer-
tain contects in the srmed forces snd among various ine
dividuals who will be ealled upon to support the movement
when it gets undervay. These officers can, if desired,
be sccompanied Ly one or two American volunteer observers.
It would require approximstely e month or six weaks to
nake & quiok survey of all sress and axplain in general
terms to those concermed what the various leading partic-
ipants inside will have to do when proper instrustions
renth them. Fellowing exfiltration, it may be necessary
to Rake cartein revisions to the projest based on new in-
fermation whish the officers will bring out with them,

d. In the meantime, cosunications persomnel will have
tc be trained and the necessary equipment for the oper-
stion be aseeabled at some point fyom which it ean be de-
livered to guexrilla units in Albania. This phase the King
leayes to us, with the thought that he can recruit the
personnel, but all training and equipment will haeve to be
supplied by the United States. Furthermore, the question

of delivery YWy
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of delivery by aeir will also be an Amerisan problea.
Equipment for epproximatsly ten thousend men should be
svailable in order to sssure the suscess of the enter-

pmmwmmuwummm

sdde, It is the King's estimate that the total armed
foree required to overturn the present regime will have
to mmber something of the ordsr &f 25 to 30 thousand
-n,mw.ehmwmotm-fomuu
in possession of or will sesure the necess mlitery
squipnent as a result of dsfections within aruy sad
the sesurity forces, as well as from sueh stooks of
arms as may still be available to ths anti-government
mountaineers,

e. The King emphasised that it was sbsolutely es-
nntultonthnptto -11 the non-Communist Al-
bmimvilungtoj in the sstion, and theat he con-
sidars it desirable to entourage 4ll emigre leaders to
go into the country as scon as the insurrection breaks
out. This, he says, will pemit these lesders to mlly
around them whatever followings they have and to make
use of the comtryts entire anti-Ccammunist potentisl.
Daring this p all political sotion by the polite
ical perties must dissoursged and prevented insefar
as possible, all efforts being directed toward the eonm-
plete overthrow of the established regime.

f. As the King sees it, in the idesl situation the
project would progress in the following orders

(1) Statements by the United States, Greecs,
Yugoslavis and Italy eoncerning their poliay
toward Albania,

(2) Preparation of operational plans by a
U. 8. .wt. working jointly with King Zog's staff.

(3) Stoekepiling of erms and smmmnition fer
ton thousand men,

(4) Simmltsnecus training of communications
persennel.,

(5) Reconnaisssnce trip through Albania ty
four or five of King Zog's officers with & view to
prepering the ground for necessery local ¢ooperation
and for sesuring up-to-dste information,
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(6) Clandestine movement of small forces into
Gresge or other areas fyom vhich they can be intro-
dused inte Albania, The King expressed s mariced
preference for infiltrating a number of bands over
the Oresk border and said that it was almost es-
sential to have the cooperation of the (reeks in
ordsr to undertake the Albanian operation,

(7) GLovement of clandestine sgente into the
followed Yy ocutdreak of open revelt - opexw
stions to begin with a few choice assassinations to
be earried out by perwons who are presemtly within
&mmemtmmmnmmau
r Toge

(8) Introduotion of small Albanisn forees ty

air and overland with King Zog himself and his staff,
followed by the members of the Albanian National Come
mittes and sunch other Albanian groups as may wish to
participats in the revolution. At this stege, avms
will be dropped ty air to supply guwerrills wnits im
acocrdanne with wrrangements mede bty clandestine sgents
in sdvenge, Defections from regular ground forces will
incresse the revolutienary army to the stremgth re-
quired for the overthrow of sush forces as msy remsin
loyal to the regine,

(9) Upon termination of the military phases of
the operation, the Natisnal Committee members and
other politisel leaders will undoubtedly begin their
politieal astivity. A this stage, King Zog will ine
vite the U, K, to send representatives to insure that
the formstion of a new Albanian govermment develops in
scoordange with democratio plams.

g. King Zog emphasiszed the faot that if we so desirs, he
will underteke to plan, organise and execute the eperation,
Op the other hand, if we prefer it, the United States can een-
duot the entire ocperation snd he will perfomm whatever funs-
tions we msy econsider most useful,

h. In vegard to relations with Greese, the King ex~
pressed s fear that the British msy have some secret commit-
ment to sallow the Creeks to ococupy the Nerthern Epirus in
return for shandoning Ovesk olaixs with regard to Oyprus.
Should there be ary such understanding, he feels it will be
most difficult to persusde the Creeks to make the stetement

concerning their
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congsrning their intentions to ress territorial clains
through the U, N, spperatus. However, he thinks that
possibly the United States has enough leverage through
econouic aid to force the Greeks, Yugoslavs and Italisns
to eome through with the demired declarations.

i+ The King then talked sbout the necessity for

ereating a gensral Balkan snti<Communist front and stated
that he had had a number of conversations with preminent
refugees and was shocked with the dissension among the
varicus political faotions., Speeifically he mentioned
the Yugoslavs, pointing out that there were at lsast three
factions of Serbe alone. He said that his discussiens
had led him to the conclusion that all these difficultiies
could be sliminated and general unily could be satablished
if the United States made s firm declaration to these
grovps of vhat the United States will support. He went
on to sgy that in the case of the Serbs and Croats, he
had obtained what amounted to assurances from a nusber of

t leaders that they will accept whatever principles
the United States wishes to establish in regard to the
settlement of Serbo~Croat problems in Yugoslavia., He ine-
diosted that hs would continus his talks with various Bal-
ken refugess in order to try to unite them in a solid Bal-
kan anti<Commnist movement and eliminate their petiy pex-
tisan rivalries and gconfliots,

Je At one point in the conversation, the King stated
that he would like to mske known to me s personal seoret
concerning his reasons for wging immediste agtion in Al-
bania. He sald that he considers a war with the Soviet
Union practisally inevitabls snd that if such a war did
take plase whils Albania is still nominally lined up with
the Commnist satellites, she would stand little chanes
of preserving her bdoundariss in any post-war readjustment
becsuse countries like Greece and Yugoslavias, who would be
presusably aligned against the Soviet bloe, would gebble
her wpe. Consequently, he feels it essential to tring sbout
such a state of affairs in advance of war as to mske Al-
banis technicelly one of the allies fighting sgainst the
Soviet bloe end thus insure for Albenis the treatmmt to
be accordesd to s viostorious rather than to a vanquished
nation,

k. In concluding, the King stated that he will be
delighted to discuss any matters that we may wish to

bring up in the future and let us have his views and
opinions on Albanisn and Balkan problems. He ssid that

he will remain
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he will remain in New York for the next two weeks be-
fore returning to Egypt, snd extended to me a sordial
invitation to stay with him either at his hotel in
 Bew Tork or his home in Alexandria should I wish to

sos him sgain,
. -
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