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MEMORANDUM FOR: DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENZE

VIA:	 Deputy Director (Plans)

SUBJECT:	 Request for Authorization for Reproduction
of the Albanian Lek.

REFERENCE:	 Memorandum from Finance Division to EE-I
(OPC), dated 10 October 1951, Subject:
Albanian Lek.

1. It is requested that authorization be granted for TSS/DDP
to reproduce the Albanian Lek for the operational Use of OSO and
OPC. It is estimated that 1,000,000 Leks will be required to sus-
tain CIA agent teams in Albania during the six-month period be-
&mi ng 1 May 1952. (1,000,000 Leks is equivalent to approximately
$26,000 at the currant artificial exchange rate.)

2. The following alternatives to CIA reproduction of the Lek
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4.-1 C..1 a- JI
84.1	 source. Gold is no longer negotiable. Possession of either
m. &Li U.1 UP dollars or gold is considered grounds for suspicion by Albanian
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gifts to potential adherents. —

gji In	 ime
leo luall	 41E.
alb VAR OM ZIG Ca

	

	 c. Purchase of Lake on the world market. This possibility
is treated in the memorandum from Finance Division (enclosure (1)

3. Because recent extensive efforts to procure genuine Lake in
the Mediterranean area have proven fruitless, and because the success
of future infiltration missions is dependent on a Lek supply, your
consideration

. 
of this request in the near future will be very much

appreciated 
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OrI	 a. Use of U.S. currency and/or gold pieces. It iscm
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Enclosure
1. Memo from Finance Division
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eu440-444A.L., (I)

I=CaATIPUT.:	 10 Cctober lfli

TO • 71" 1
Attn:

F7..C7•!: Finance diVision

SUPJ: Albanian Lek()

1. This is to confirm our recent conversations r e garding your re-
quirement for Albanian Leke and our inabrity to procure this curre-c:.

2. Inquiries have been ma'9e of all potential sources to obtain up
to one half Edllion Leke ('10,COO.CC) for your anticipated operational re-
quirements over the next six ronths. Our sources report the almost com-
pl ete unavailability of this currency in all money markets. T he 1 ajor
ractors which would agoe -r to contribute to the scarcity of this curnancy
outside Albania are:

a. the capital punishment laws prohibiting the export of
Leke currency

b. a corT;lete lack of demand for the Le::e outside Albania
which would make Its illegal e:•ort unlikely to be
attempted and almost certain to be unprofitable

c. the very limited commercial traffic between Albania and
other countries (other than the USSR and the satellites)
would lessen the possibility for successfully smug ;ling
the Lobe outside the country for sale or exchange

rlanned inquiries aimed at creating a demand for the Lehe might stimulate
the illegal export of this currency, however, it is unlikely that there
would be sufficient quantities resulting from this effort to make the
attempt worth while. Certainly this would be a risky venture since the
demand would be a very unusual one and could result in our receiving :arked
or cataloged notes. In any evert, notes obtained in this manner could not
be considered as storile and teir ,Jz,e in operations would be ..as:_;:erous.

3, lie 1-eL,Tet	 inability to obtain this currency for you but, as
sometimes ha.. ,ens, VIE; i',:crc7.7,cy of a very small, relatively isolLt?d. country
as ::lbanAa l would	 ardly any logical reason to ho available in large
euantities outr:de tb r uea iT which it is native. 'There this has hai:i,ened
bfere, it as	 n found tl.at LEJ cnly successful wo	 o obtain a needed
eurency is to /7= It CI=I? rj 	lJ nctrstjcr cpc:ratic.
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