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MEMORANDUM FOR: DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE

VIA: Deputy Director (Plans)

SUBJECT : Request for Authorization for Reproduction
of the Albanian Leke ’

REFERENCE: Memorandum from Finance Division to EE-I
(OPC), dated 10 October 1951, Subjects:
Albanian leke

1. It is requested that authorization be granted for TSS/DDP
t0 reproduce the Albanien Iek for the operational use of 0SO and
OPC. It is estimated that 1,000,000 leks will be required to sus-
tain CIA agent teams in Albania during the six-month period be-

1 May 1952. (1,000,000 Leks is equivalent to approximately
$26,000 at the current artificial exchange rate.)

2+ The following altermatives to CIA reproduction of the lek
have been considered and discarded:

ae Use of U.S. currency and/or gold pieces. It is
understood that U.B. currency is only negotiable in special
state stores where the bearer must make a declaration of its
source. @(old is no longer negotiable. Possession of either

dollars or gold is considered grounds for suspicion by Albanian
security forcese

CLOSURE ACT

b. Use of barter items. The exclusive use of barter items
presents an insuperable supply problem. Furthermore, such ex-
pendable items as our teams have with them are of great value as
gifts to potential adherents.
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¢. Purchase of lLeks on the world market. This possibility
is treated In the memorandum Irom Finance Division (enclosure (1))

3+ Because recent extensive efforts to procure gemuine leks in
the Mediterranean area have proven fruitless, and because the success
of future infiltration missions is dependent on a lek supply, your

consideration of this request in the near future will be very much
appreciated.

'

IYMAN B. KIRKPATRICK KILBOURNE JOHNSTON
Acting Assistant Director Assistant Director for
for Special QOperations Policy Coordination
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