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The Albenlan ,4erat1On

1. Althwogh aggresaively engeged in anti-regime activities
La slaeala since 1950, ZIA has not ettempted to stao a coup d'etat
or to overthrow the government by any other aeons. Akr a brief
period before actual operations boon, i.e. from June to .Docaeber.
109, the objective of the project was explicitly stated to be the
overthrow of the . 1banien regime. &wooer* following a closer
exanleation of the prealt!m„ the objective of the project was limited.
in December. 1.949 to that of encouraging and assisting the Albanian
people La their resistance to the Oexha regime * and of oreatiog and
fostering.. skeleton resistance orgenisation Which could be used as
the foundation of a liberation moveneet tread when such ea operation
should appear feasible and politically aesirable, a question coepli-
Gated by the conflicting interests of Greece. Italy and Ugoslavin
and by uncertainty as to the reaction of the 11.5.%..a. ana its
satellites.

2. In 1953, Jit vas revoeeted to proper* a staff study of the
Albaniaa Auestion taking Into amount all the aajor factors beariag.
OA any action aimed et overthrowing the - present regime. The result-
ant studi reeemeended a semi-covert coup aounted from the border
areas of 4reece and Thges1avia4 This etoXtrees careful to point out,
however, that careful diplomatic preparations would he y. to precede
any such operation. which could oaly be minded out suocessfally if
agreed to in advence by the goveraments of Greece. Yageslavia * Italy,-
France and the VA. This paper wee accepted by the 00 end etbeitted
to other departments for their views. both the StateDepartnent and
the XIS Niteroi strong objections to any attempt to Overthrow the
Amami roadies at this times chiefly OA the grounds that the U.S. had
more to lose than to in by %%Peening the present political balance
in the Oalkans. It was suksoquontly decided to establtah an inter-
departmental taik force to arrive at an agreed polio,. Xovever the
deliberations of this - group were interrupted by the tritest* oriels
which resulted in a decielon to postpone lateredeperteental die-
Cusslons on Abania wall a ?sleet* settlement had been reached.

3, During this entire oleriod both (IA and 414 (British
ietelligence) have continued to mount operations into Albania with
the objectives outlined in Pe-1%4MA 1* above, but with limited
euejgese operations have been haapered bxrput low level of the
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avuta available end the habitual poor sense of security on tha Art
of Athenians, by the offootivaasse of tam latornal seaaritr system,
and by the reluotaece of the inhabitants to assist anyone not person,.
ally known to tikes. Severtheless, teems operating in 1951. 1952 vat
1953 reportad the establishaent of contact with 231 persons olatatRie •
a total of *owe 650 followers, sone of them *rued with rifles.

44 Remy team lessee wore suffered in these operations.
ever, a number of teams maneged to Infiltrate end Onflitrate several
times duriag each operational season in 1952 awl 1953. it is feNred
that most of their contacts were otatproateed by the. capture of eleven
agents durthe those years; accordingly AO attempt will be made to

• reestablish contact until their status *an he dotermteed„ throe&
refugee interrogations end w. istvestigattoste aisde by other teems which
It is intended to tatiltrate•.

3. We are ecatinuing everattaas into Manta, in aaaordanoe
with existting policy end in the light of the operational problmm*
which stioteis a careful, secure *sad oratma buildup of our asset*
In that oceatry.
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