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The Albenlsn Uperation

1. Slthough aggressivaly angaged in anti-yegime activities
in ‘lbvania mince 1950, CIA kas not attsapted to stage & coup d'et=s
or to overthrov the governient by any other asons, or a brief
period befors actual operations begen, 1.%s from June to Oscender,
1949, the cbjsctive of the yroject was explicitly stated to bs the
overthrov of the lbanlan regice, HRowever, following s closer
exzainrtion of tas prohlew, the ocbjective of the project was limited .
in Ueganber, 1943 to that of sncouraging snd assisting the Albanisn
people in thelr resistonce to the Hoxha regine, and of creating and
fostering 6 skeleton resistencs orgraizstion whish could bs used as
~ the founiation of & liberation moveneat iX and when such an operation
should appear fsasidle and politically 4scirebls, a question compli-
cated by ths conflicting interests of Ursece, Italy ead Tugoslavia
and Dy uncertainty as to ths resation of the U.5.%.R. snd 1ite
satelliten,

2. In 1953, CIA wvas requssted to prapars a staff etudy of the
Albanian jusstion teking Into agcouat all the major factors bearing
on any aotion afmed at averthrowing the present regime. The result-
ant study recoduended & sesi-covert coup xountsd from the border
areas of Ureeca ani Tugnslavie, This study was osrefyl to point nut,
hovwever, thant careful diplematic prevsrations would heve to preceds
any sunh epsration, which could osly be mrried out succesafully if
agrsed to An advance by the governmanis of Oreece, Yugzeslevia, ltaly, -
“rence and the U.X, This pepsr was sccepted by the OCB »rd submitted
to other departments for their visws. DBoth the State Departnent snd
the JUS entered strong ohjections to sny attempt to sverthrov the
Hoxha regizme st this time, chisefly on the grounds Uast the U.S5, had
more to lose than %o galin by upsetting ths present Politicrl balance
ia the Balkaas, It wvas subseguently decided to establish an inter-
departasntal task forge o arrive at an eyveed policy. Howswar the
doliverations of this group were interrupted by the Trisste crisis
whicih resulted in a dscisicn to postpone inlar-dspartiental dis-
cussions on Albania until a Triests setileasat m bm reached,

3¢ During this eantire yeriocd both SIi and AI-6 (Britisn
intelligence) heve gontinued $o mount operations inte Albanin with
the objectives cutlined in ;»regraph 1, above, but with lisited
success. uarations have been mmoﬂ. bz she low level of the
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agsnts avmiladle and s aablitunl peor sense of securlivy on lae part
of -lbhsnians, by the offactivensss of the intarnal security systeam,
aad by ihe reluotsnce of the inksbitanta Yo assiat anyone 293 persca-
ally imown to thea, Hevarthsless, teams operating ia 1951, 1952 sad
1953 reported ths establislhaent of conmtaot witk 231 persons slatming
8 total of aome 650 fellowvers, sona of ihea ardmed with rifles,

&, Heavy tesn losses were suffersd in these oparations. ZHow-
svar, n nuRbar of teams mamnged to Infiltrate and axfilirate seversl
tines during sach operational seeson in 1952 and 1953, It s femved
that most of thelr contactis were comprouissd Yy the ¢apturs of aleven
agents during thoss years; scoordingly no attenpt will be wnde o

- resstadlish coninct until their status osn b dstermineld, through
refugee interrogations and by investigations sade ¥y otkor tenuy walch
it is intended to infiltrmte. .

S« ¥s sre continulng operations into 2lbanis, in accordance
with existing policy and in %he 1ight of ths opermtionnl urablems
vhich dictate a crrafuyl, secure and gradusl buildup of our asaets
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