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S8UBJECTs Exehange of Commmioations betwsen Departmsnt and
Greek Embagsy Relative to Greek Position on Forthern Epirus

With reforence to your memorandus of December 14 there ia set forth
below informetion available to the Department which, it is belleved, will
elarify the questions arising from a recent statemsnt by a Greek Forelgn
0ffice emam to the effesct that there had besn an sxchange of letters
~ batveen the Department and the Ureek Exluassy of Washington, which gave .

the Greek Govermment definite grounds Mupeetmmuwtfortho
Oreek position on Nortbers Epirus (Southern Albenis). |

, Apparently, the episode te which the Greek official made reforence
was an exchange of memorands in this regard, initiated on Mey 27, 1953
by the Greek Ambassador at Washingtoen, Am Q. Folitis, At his
request, Mr, Politis called on that date at ihs Department persomlly to
deliver a memorandus dated May 25, 1953, vhich he sald was intended Ly his
Government officially to record its visws on the subject so that they might
be considered in eonnection with any possible talks betwesn the hig pmra
conserning the future of Albania. The memorsndum ftself states that in
addition to the purposes of transmitiing, for the information of the US
Government, a formal statement on the subject by the Greek Jovermment and
of uttiag forth eertain reservations in regard to a future democoratio
goveroment of Albania, it ves intended for such use by the American
- Goverment s 1t might deem appropriste to make in conversations vith the
oxiled Albenian politicsl organimations and perscnalities.

' The Greek position on Albvania as containiéd in the memorandum is
thats

1. Albenia should be an independent and democrstic state mintaining
friendly relstions vith i1ts peighbore,

2. Fot just any demooratic government of Albania tomandtho
present regime should be considered friendly nor wonld the state of war,
vhich technieally ntill exists between Greece and Albania, be mtmtieally
terminated in the ehsence of » concrete demonstration by muh 8n Albenisn
Government of peaceful and friendly intentions towvard Grasce,

3. A demonstration of such intentions would include a readiness on
the part of such an Albanisn Goverrment to recognize all internstional
obligations assumed by Albania up to 1940 es regards "the Greek Minority of
Northern Epirus,” to repudiate wreservedly the persesution of this minerity
by the munut regime, and to permit "the repatriation of those members of
this minority...vho would be willing to return to thelr homes.”
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4+« On the other hand, the Greek Government reaffirms its resolve
"to avoid the use of foros in the settlement of the question of Korthern
Epirusvand to seek its solution in duwe time through legal intermational
snenneis, oY even only through negotiations with the Covernment of a free
and independent Albania.” (The words of Prime Minister Papagos before
the Greek Farliament on December 17, 1952 which the msmorandum also gquotes
are; “repuliates the use of force and relies solely on lawful inter.
pational methods for a settlement of the North Epirct issue®),

In his orel exposition of the Greek position vhen presenting the
nenorandum, Anbassador Politis remarked that Greece does not relinquish
its demands for territorial adjustment in Northern Epirus. The memo~
randum 1tself contained no reference specifiocally to "territerial" claims,

Undexr date of June 5, 1953 the Department responded to the Ureek
demarche in a mesmoranfum viich expressed its pleasure that the Greek
Covernment considers it necessary and compatible with Grask interests
that Albania should he & fyres and inde snt state, This vas observed
to be consistent vith the viev of the US Govermment "which seeks the
establishnent of & free and independsnt Albania in vhish no neighboring
country shall exert a predeminant infiuence.” The Departzent also noted
with gratification the reaffirmation by the Greek Government “of its
resolve to aveid the use of force in the settlement of the question of
Northern Epirus and to seek solution of this question in dus time through
legnl international chamnels or even through bilateral negotiations with
the Government of a free and independent Albania," Our memcranium con-
eluded by assuring the Greeks that the US Government will continue to seek
the views of the Greek Govermment "in future discussions conoerning
Albania in wvhich questions concerning Gresk national interests may erise.”

It should be noted that no mention was mede by the Department to the
question of Greek territorial olaims nor ves any comment made by &t which
touched on the merits of the Greek demands concerning Northerm Epirus, :
the requiisite nature of a future Albenian Govermment, eto, Consequently,
"US support for the Greek position," as sxemplified by this exchenge, can
be deduced only with respect to the sxpression of our satisfaction over
(1) the Greek Government's affirmation of the desirability of s Tree and
independent Albanis, and (2) its repudiation of the use of force in.
settling the Northern Epirot question, vhose selution it resolves to seek
in gﬁ::a t.iu through legal international channels or through bilateral
negotiations, -

- Extensive scrutiny bes been devoted in the Depertment to the subject of
' the Greek clajms on Albunia, particularly by the Territorial Studies greup
vhich concentrated on such matters during the war. 7The conolusion of these
efforts within the Department was to take a very dim viev of the Gresi
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position in this regerd., An impression of our view was effectively con~
veysd to the Gresk delegation at the Paris Peace Conference of 1946 in
discoureging thelr efforts to obtain recognition of the Greek dlaius,
Fuviiciy, ve beve mvoided taking s stand on ihe subsianoce oi ihe Urvek
olaims and have implicitly commitited curselves only to recognising a
right of the Oreeks to attempt to resolve the issues by "lawful inter.
national methods®, It 4s this situmiion, howsver, as you know, vhich
ses for us continuing difficulties in prcgamlu vis-a-vis the pressnt

1banian regime apd ia cur relations vith the Albanian political exiles,
But, for your information only, it is a formally sccepted element of US
policy that, for the sake of Balkan peace and stability, we favor the
retention of Altania's prewar boundary snd opposs any messures wvhich
would viclate that boundery. '

 In light of the above facts, the yeported statement of the Gresk
official is, in a.ooge, s nisrepresentation beth of our response to the
Greek demsrche May 1953 and of generel US poliecy as regards the Greek
position on Northexn Epirus. : ,




