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the reported exehange of letters between MUD and the Greek Anhassedor
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and states* for the information of ITSARK only. N. S. policy with respect

to Albania's boundaries.
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January 3.0, 3.955

JECT: Exchtusge of Commtmications between Department and
Creek Embassy Relative to Cheek Position, on Northern Epirus

With reference to your aemarandum of December 14 there is set forth
below information available to the Department which it is believed, will
clarify the questions arising from a recent state:se:at by a Creek Foreign
Office official to the effect that there had been an exchange of letters
between the Department and the Greek Embasey of Washington, which gave
the Greek Government definite grounds for expecting U3 support for the
Greek position on Northern Spires (Southern Albania).

Apprently, the episode to which the Greek official made reference
vas an exelmage of 11101110ralida in this regard initiated on May 270 190
by the Greek Antmesador at Washington, Atlantis* 0. ?otitis. At his
request, Mr. Politis walled on that date at the Department personally to
de:Lbw a aassareatal dated May 05. 1953, which he said was intended by his
Government official; to record its views on the subject so that they might
be considered in connection with any poesille talks between the big powers
concerning the Metre of Albumin. The momoratadms itself states that in
addition to the purposes of transmitting, for the information of the DS
Government, a formal statement on the subject by the Greek Goverment and
of setting forth certain reservations in regard to a future democratic
goverment of Albania * it was intended for such use by the American
Goverment as it might deem appropriate to make in conversations with the
exiled Albanian politioal organisations and personalities.

The Greek position on Albania as oontainid in the menarandua is
that:

16 Albania should be an independent and democratic state maintaining
friendly relations with its neighbors.

2, Not just any democratic government of Albania to succeed the
present mho should be considered friendly nor would the *tate of war,
which technically still exists between Greece and Albania, be automatically
terminated in the absence of a comete demonstration by such an Albanian
Government of peaceful and friendly intemtions toward. Greece,

3. A demonstration of such intentions would include a readiness on
the part of such an Albanian Goverment to recognise all international
obligations asemed by Albania up to 1940 as regards nth* Greek Minority of
Northern Epirus," to repudiate unreservedly the persecution of this minority
by the columnist regime, and to permit ethe repatriation of those members of
this minority.. .Who would be willing to return to their homes."
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A. On the other hand, the Greek Government reaffirms its resolve
"to avoid the use of faros in the settlement of the question of Northern
Epirus and to seek its potation Indus time through legal international
onanneie, or wren caw snrougn negotiations eith the Government of a free
and independent Albania.* erbe words of Prime Minister Papagos before
the Greek Parliament on Decenber 17, 1952 which the eemorandum also quotes
aril "repudiates the use of force and relies solely on lawful inter.
national methods for a settlement of the North Epirot

In his oral ompositiOn of the Greek:position Whom presenting the
cemearandtmo, Ambassador ?colitis remarked that Groom does mot relimeldh
its demands for territorial adjustment in Northern Epirus. The memo.
randun itself contained no reformat specifically to *territorial" claims.

Under date of iune 3, 1033 the Department responded to the Greek
deserche in a memorandum whiCh expressed its pleasure that the Greek
Government considers it necessary and compatible with Greek interests
that Albania should be a free andindep nt state, This vas observed
to he consistent with the view of the N Government "which seeks the
•etablisheent of a free and independent Albania in which no neighboring
cotmtry shell exert a predominant influence,' The Department also noted
with gratification the reaffirmation by the Greek:ftmernment "of its
resolve to avoid the use of force in the settlement of the question of
Northern Epirus and to seek solution of this question Indus time through
legal international ehannels or even through bilateral negotiations with
the Government of a free and independent Albania.* Our memenumius con.
eluded by assuring the Creeks that the US Government will continuo to seek
the views of the Greek Government "in future discussions cowman
Albania in which questions concerning Greek national interests may *rise."

It should be noted that no mention vas made by the Department to the
question of Greek territorial claims nor was soy comment made by it which
touched on the merits of the Greek:demands concerning Northern Epirus,
the req0iiite nature of a future Ananias Government, eta, Consequently,
'US support for the Greek position,' as exemplified by this exchange, can
be deduced only with respeet to the expression of our satisfaction over
(2) the Greek Government's affirmation of the desirability ea /tee and
independent Albania, and (2) its repudiation of the use of force in
settling the Northern Epirot question, whose solution it resolves to seek
lade* time through loose international channels or through bilateral
negotiations.

Extensive scrutiny has been devoted in the Department to the suhject of
the Greek claims on Albania, particularly by . the Territorial Studies group
which concentrated on such matters during the war. The conclusion of these
efforts within the Department was to take a very din view of the Greek
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position in this regard. An impreosion of our view wow effectively con-
veyed to two Greek delegation st the Paris Naos, Conforms* of 1946 in
discouraging their efforts to obtain recognition of the Greek alai**.

oo 'novo avoiclea inking n Aani on fhe oninotanoo of *oho Grua
claims and have implicitly committed ourselves only to recognising a
right of the Greeks to attempt to resolve the issues by 'lawful inter.
national methodsw . It is this situation, hemmer, as you know, which
poses for us continuing difficulties in propaganda 	 tho present
Albanian regime and in our relations 4th the Albanian political exiles.
But, for your information only, it is a formally aocopted element of US
policy that, for the sake of Balkan poses and stability, we favor the
retention of Albania's prewar boundary and oppose any measures which
yottL4 violate that boundmV.

In light of the above facts, the reported statement of the Crook
official is, in coops, a misrepresontation both of our reopens* to the
Greek &march* May 1933 and of general DS policy as regards the Creek
position on Northern Epirus.
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