TOP SECRET

30 December 1949

MEMORANDUM FORs DCOP

SIMJuCTs Holding Area for Albanians, U, 3. Zone Germany

1. As you know, I believe an arrangement whereby the French would
do cur training of Albanians for us in French North Africa for future
operations intc Albania would be desirable. However, I do not halieve
we should at this time confuse this question with that of the Holding
Area in the U. 5. Zone of Germany for the following reascnss

a., The original corcept of the Holdirng Area in Germany was
brought about by the need for immediate action to pressrve the
availability of mumbers of Albanians in TRO camps in Italy who
were “eing sent to cther lands, primarily ‘ustralia, for resettle~
ment. This questicn has besn plaguing us for mapmy months;
meanwhile, the problem grows more acute, We rscoghized this in
our recent conferences with the British in that part of the revised
FIEND Operational Plan which states that we will make every effort
to have & Bolding Area in the U, S. Zone of Germany by 31 Jamuary.
¥e stand 2 fair chance of flfilling this dsadline if we proceed
on our present course, T do not bhelieve, however, that we could
fulfill that deadline or even remotely approach it if we were to
raise the question of moving the Albanisns dirsct from Italy to
French North Africa fisr training for the following reasonss

(1) The Pritish exhibited in our recent conference a
marksd antipathy to the idea of French partieipation in FIEND,
Obviously, it would take considerable time to work the British
out of this position,

(2){ régprotestations to the contrary notwithstanding,
T belieéﬁ"h& would have to obtain a number of time-consuming
high level clearances within the French Government to embark

on this operation.

b. The ori+inal concept of the Holding Area in the U. 8. Zone
of Germany is of an entirely overt operation, the open nature of
which would have the advantage of facilitating relatively large
scale movements out of TR jurisdietion., It would also permit
agsessment of recrults and indeed the actual recruiting itselfl
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under homogenous and sompewhat more secure surroundings., HReernitment
in Italy of agents and their transport as such to French North Africa
would sacrifice these advantagss. It should be noted that it was
precisely at this step that the first sacarity leak of significance

cocurred in Opmration VAIUARLE

2. 1T recomcend theraefore, that AD?('s aporoval be obtained for
aroceed*ng with the Albanian holding area in the U, 8, Zone of Germany as
originally envigioned and as a prerequisite for getting the FIEND
operation once again under way regardless of other base problems which
may 8till be under consideration or may arise in the future,
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