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MEMORANDUM FOR THR RECORD

SUBJECT ¢ Conversation With King Zog of Albania on
. 17 August 1951,

‘1. I called on King Zog at his sulte at the liayflower Hotel
on 17 August 1951, with a view to seosuring further information from
him on his own ideas concerning the organization of m insurrection
to overthrow the Communist regime in Albenia. After some peneral
conversation, during which he reminisced about his sctivities in
World War I and his detention by the Fmperor of Austria in Vienna,
end a discussion of our mutual interest in fencing, I told him that
I would be very interested in having more information on his ideas
concerning the best way of creating a revolution in his country,

He expresged great willingness to discuss this matter, said that he
had given the subject much thought and felt that, as indicated dure
ing previous conversations, it would be most desirable to conduct
the action ng though it were a spontaneous revolution breaking out
within Albania. The general scheme of action follovws: :

a. The first steps to be taken should be directed ot
improving end ra:lsing the morale of Albenisns in general
and at assuring’the neutrality of neighboring countries,
This een be accomplished if the United States will do the
follmring:

(1) Make a declaration indicating that the
United States stands firmly in favor of the prese
ervation of Albenia's territorial intesrity, end
that any changes arising from territorial claims
bty other countries mast be made through the
rmechanism provided by the United Nations Orpenize
etion for the edjustment of such disputes.

(2) DBring about declsrations by Urscce, Yugoe
slavia and Italy that they undertake not to attack
Albenia through the use of armed force, ond that in
the event they should have territorial clsims against
Albania, they will adjust them through the proper
machinery established ty the United Netions Orgenive
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be The steps involved in preparstion for the insur-
rection consiat of the preparation of plans, the accum-
ulation of an adequate stook of military equipment, the
recsrultment of such personnel as will have to be introe
duced from the outside, and the preparation of the ground
within the country. The King is prepared to participate
in any of the following arvangements provided the United
States will back the project. He can undertcke to do
the planning with his own ateff and to direct the entire
operation himself; he will work jointly with our staff

< in preparing plans end will conduct the operation with

the ald of.our observers and advisers; or he will accept
such plans as we may prepare and will worl: for us under
our direction. As regards the operation itself, it can
be conducted as an Albanian liberation movement led by
him, or as a movement led by the Committee, or as a movee
ment in which the details are all orgeniszed secretly in
edvance and into which the Committee is brought after the
project is well underwsy. He considers his own staff of
army officers ss adequate for the prover plaonning and
execution of this project and clalms that he can recruit
ell the necessary persomnel up to a rossible ten thouse
and men, ahould that be necoaaary or desirsble.

c. As soon as a general plan of action has been do=
veloped, the King considers it necessary to prepere the
ground in Albania by sending in four or five officers,
who are now ayailable and whose mission will be to effect -
a rapld reconnaissance of the country and establish core
tain contacts in the armed forces end among various ine
dividuels who will be called upon to suprort the movement
vhen it gats wnderway., These officers can, if desired,
be accompanied by one or two American volunterr obscrvers.
It wonld require approximstely a month or six weeks to
moke a quick survey of all eress and explain in general
terms to those concerned what the various leading partice
ipants inside will have to do whem proper instructions
reach them, Following exfiltration, it may be necessary
to make certain revisions to the projoct based on new ine
formation which the officers will bring out with them,

de In the meantime, commnications rersommel will have
to be trained and the necessary equipment for the opere
ation be agsenblsd at some point from which it ean be de-
liversd to guerrilla units in Albania., This phagse the King
lozves to us, with the thought that he amm vecruit the
personnel, but all training end equipment will have to be
supplied by the United States, Furthormore, the question
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of delivery bty air will also be an American problem,
Equipment for approximstely ten thousand men should be
avallable in order to assure the success of the enter- -
prise. This equipment will de needsad for guerrilla
forces organized within the country and also for equip-
ping such armed groups ss mgy be introduced from oute
sida., It is the King's estimate that the total armed
force required to overturn the present regime will have
to mmber something of the order 8f 25 to 30 thoussnd
men, but that at least twoethirds of this force will be
« in possession of or will sesure the necessery militery
equipment as a result of defections within the ermy and
the security forces, as well as from such small stocks of
arms as mgy still be nu.thhh to the anti-povernment
nountaineers,

e, 'l‘ho King emphuuad that it was absolutely es-
sential to attempt to use #ll the non-Cormunist Ale
banians willing to join in the sotion, end that he cone
siders it desirable to encoursge all emipre lesders to
g0 into the country as soon as the insurrection breaks
. oute This, he says, will pemit these leaders to rally
-around them whatever followings they have end to moke
use of the country'!s entire anti-Commnist potential.
During this period, all political azotion by the polite
ical parties must discoursged and prevented insofar
as possible, all efforts being directed toward the come
plete overthrow of the established regime.

f. As the King sees it, in the ideal situation the
project would progress in the following orders

(1) Statements by the United States, Greece,
Yugoslavia end Italy concerning their nrlicy
toward Albania,

(2) Preparation of operetional plmns by a
Us S, staff, working jointly with King Zog's steff.

{3) Stock=piling of erms and emmunition for
ton thousand men,

(h) Simaltaneous training of commmiéationa
personnely

(ﬁ) RMGMD*GHDM‘ teds through Albenla by
four or five of King Zog's officers with o view to
preparing the ground for necessary local cooperation
and for seocuring upeto-date information,
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(6) Clandestine movement of small forces into
Oreece or other arecas from which they can be intro-
duced into Albania. Ths King expressed a marked
proference for infiltrating a number of bands over
the Oreek border and saeid that it was elnost es=

~ sential to have the cooperation of the Oreeks in
. order to undertake the Albanisn operation.

(7) Fovement of elandestine agents into the :
country followed by outbreak of open revolt = oper-
ations to begin with & few cholce assassinations to
be cevried ouwt by persons who ere rresently within
the Albanian Covernment and ¥who are still 1oyaJ. to
King Zogs L ,

(8) introdnction of. ama.ll Albanien forces by

air end overland with King Zog himeelf and his staff,
followed by the members of the Albanian Hational Cone

. mittee and such other Albanisn groups as may wish to
perticipate in the prevolution, At this stege, arms
will be dropped by air to supply guerrilla units in
sccordance with arrangements made by clandestine agents
in edvance, Defections from regulsr ground forces will
increase the revolutionary army to the strength re-
quired for the overthrow of such forces as may remain
loysl to the regime, . .

(9) Jpon termination of the military phases of
the operation, the National Commitieo members and
other politicel leaders will undoubtedly begin their
political asctivity. AL this stage, King Zog will ine
vite the U, N, to send representatives to insure that
the formation of a new Albanisn pgovernment develops in
acoordance with democratic plans.

. King Zog emphasized the fact that if we so desire, he
will undertske to plan, organize and execute the opoaration.
On the other hand, if we prefer it, the United States can cone
duet the entire operation and he will perfom whatever funce
tions we moy consider most useful.

he In regard to relations with Greece, the King exe
pressed a fear that the British may have scme secret commite
ment to allow the Ureeks to ocoupy the Narthern Epirus in
return for abandoning Oreek claims with regard to Cypruse
Should there be any such understending, he feels it will be
most diffieult to persuade the Oreeks to moke the statement
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concerning their intentions to press territorlal cloims
throwh the U, N, spperatus. However, he thinks that
possibly the Unlted States has enough leverpge through -
economic aid to force the Greeks, Yugoslevs and Italians
to come through with the demired declarations.

4+ The King then talked about the necessity for
creating a gensral Balkan anti«Communiet front and stated
that he had had a number of conversations with prominent
refugees and was shocked with the dissension among the
various political factions. Specificelly he mentioned
the Yugoslavs, pointing out that there were at lsest three
feotions of Serbs slone. He said that his discussions
had led him to the conclusion that all these difficulties
could be eliminated and general unity could be sstablished
if the United States mads a firm declaration to these
groups of what the United {tates will supnort. He went
on to say that in the case of the Serbs end Croats, he
had obtalned what amounted to assurances from a number of
prominent leaders that they will asccept whatever principles
the United States wishes to establish in repard to the
sattlement of SerboeCroat problems in Yugoslavia, He ine
dleated thot he would continue his talks with verious Bal-
“"kan refugees in order to try to unite them in a solid Bal-
ken anti=Commmist movement and eliminate their petity pare
tisan rivalries and confliots,

Js At one polint in the conversation, the Xing stated
that he would 1ike to meke known to me a personal secret
concerning his reasons for urging immediate sotion in Ale -
bpnia. He said that he considers a war with the Soviet
Inion practicelly inevitable end that if such a wor did
teke place while Albania is still nominally lined up with
the Commnist satellites, she would stond little chance
of rreserving her bounderies in any post-war readjustment
bocause countries like Greece end Yugoslavio, who would be
presusbly aligned against the Soviet bloc, would gobble
her upe Consequently, he feels it essential to bring ebout
such a state of affairs in advance of war as to mske Al
benid technically one of the allies firhting sgainst the
Soviet bloo snd thus insure for Albenin the treetment to
be asccorded to a victorious rather than to a vanquished
nation,

ke In concluding, the King stated that he will be
delighted to dlscuss any matters that we mey wish to
bring un in the future and 15% us have liis views and
opinions on Albanism and Balkan problems. He sald that

he will remain

SEGRET  -s-



SECRET

he will renain in New York for the next two weeks bo-

fore returning to Egypt, and extended to me a cordial -

invitation to stay with him either at his hotel in

. New York or his home in Alexgndria should I wish to
ges him sgain,

Ft 3
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