SE/r- 52

23 December 1952

MEMORANDUM FORt PP/OPS
FROM ¢ Chief, SE

SUBJECT 't Speeial Report (PP) Regarding BOFIEND "Apple® Tean )
Activities Inside Albania

1. On 1 May 1952 SE/PP project BGFIEND infiltrated the Leman "Apple®
Tean across the Albanian«Greek border into Albanla., This team is composed
of }, men, Three are highwlevel agents of King Zog, and one is & CIA trained
W/T operator. The mission of this team is to contact known pro-Zogist
Albanians with the aim of establishing a small penctration net, and to exw
. £i)trate ten or twelve men to be used as agents for future missicns. &
corollary mission is the collection of general intelligence.

. 2. Upon arrival in their operaticnal area, which is located in north
central Albania, the team instituted a standard operating procedure for
Wi/T contact with the © A station of at least once a week. Depending upon
operating conditions, these contacts have varied from once to twice a week
to once every two weeks, Since the time of their infiltration, the team
has sent approximately eighy-.five Mmes9ATes

3. On 3 November an ¥Apple" message was received stating that the
W/T operator had broken his right hand and was using his left hand to transe
nit messages. The following excerpt from the BGFIZND Athens Monthly Report
for November outlined this situations

"The news that RNDOMIND has broken his hand is very possibly an
7 indication that the tcam is controlled, even though the operator
. continues to send negative Commo control. signals, Commo doubts
that, [DOMINO\is capable of left handed sending and the case ofw
ficer control challenge transmitted on 3 November was not answered
in contacts on November sixth and twelfth, This later fact cannot
easily be interpreted because Apple has mishandled the case officer
control challenge in the past, To review ocur use of the case of=-
ficer danger signal, we first challenged Apple with it in our sec~
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our chdl lenges with the correct negative control signal six times
{on 3, 12, 15, 18, 2L, and 27 Ju-ne). We apain challenged Apple on
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12 August after our 4 August resupply drop. Apple did not respond
to the challenge during the contacts of 13, 15, 16, 18 and 2L
August. We challenged Apple again on 2 and 27 August and Apple
reasponded on the 20th of August with the control signal answer

to owr challenge. This message was recelved in the same exchange
in which our challenge was again sent, and we again recelved the
control signal from Apple in a message on 3 September. As there
was evidense that these responses from Apple wers due to g mige
understanding of instruetlions concerning the signal's use, and as
Cormo challenges were favorably answered, the deeision was made to .
resupply Apple. The resupply mission was executed without incident
on 6 September. Becsuse the content of Apple's messages were conw
sistently normal and we were able to confirm the accuracy of some
of the information transmitted, we contimied to work the team as
probably safe. The alleged damage to RNDOMINO's hand dictates a
change of prosedure and extreme caution until we can determine
Apple's true status.®

L. On 26 November a cable was forwarded to ex-King Zog apprising him
of the situation and requesting new control questions which might be put to
the radio operator to determine whether he is actually in touch with the
toan ledder and sending for him., On 3 December ex~King Zog replied with two
questions to be passed to the team. One of these was significant in that it
was addressed to the tean leader and concermed a subject which would be known
only to the King and the leader, 1l.e.; "Do you remember in whoge hands you
left your silver cuff links before your departure," Zog also provided the
answer which was "With the Queen (or Mistress) of the house.®

Y. Upon receipt of the Questions the team replied that the cuff links
vere to be found in the leader's suitcase and requested that they not be
bothered with unnecessary W/T coutacts. A search of the leader's effects in
Athena revealed the cuff links to be as stated. In conversation with

"3, CPP/SE, in Alexandria, Zog stated that he felt
that the team's answer, while not as expected, was accurate and genuine since
they had no prearranged control slgnals and the leader probably had more than
one set of links., As a result; the team is presently considered to be safe
and action ls underwsy to provide another W/T operator to the tesm equipped
with enough medigal supplies to attempt to save the present operators injured
arm.




