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Local Reaction to Apprehension of Zejnel Shehu Group

REFs - ~p 30 December 1953

1., Attached herewith is an open letter to the members of the Legalitet party
at Lavrion, The letter was written by Falk Bukmiri and he advises his countrymen of
the Tirana broadcast on the capture of the Zejnel Shehu group and the capture of Hamit
' Matiesnl, Bulkmiri expresses bitter sorrow, commeuds the valor of the captured and
killed men and advises his compatriots to remain calm but determined.

2, The local press published the Tirana broadcast but expressed doubt as to
its acouracy, No editorial ooments were made in any of the local papers,

3. The general feeling among the operational teams spending the winter in the
Athens area was one of distress and sorrow over the loss of Matiani, whom all of them
knew and most of them had worked with,* They consider Matiani a hero and believe that
he must have been drugged or so surprised that he could neither fight nor take his own
life and therefore was ecaptured. e team members are even more resentful of Commun-
1sm now and feel that Matianit's capture must be revenged. They indicated that this
whole ineident had given them even more motivation for activity against the regime,
However, they did hint that Albanians who are not members of teams would be more cantic
when considering recruitment for operational teams, ,

4. HTGRUBBY members have reported the shock that this incident had on the local
Albanians. 1hey also indicated that this incident would mske recruiting much more

difﬁ calt,
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Dear Brothers,

The following is to inform all of you coneerning the capture and deaths of some
of our brothers in Albania, I have just learned of this bitter news, and perhaps

some of you also are aware of it.

I am notifying you of the declaration made by Radio Tirans (which eompletes
this year's broadcasts tonight) mamy of our comrades have been killed or eaptured by
the Sigurimi forees of Mehmet Shehu. In cur sorrow over the dead I wish to inform yvu
that among them are MNuri Plaka and Zemun Gjonlena.

Unbellevable, but included in the 1 _ist of ceptured is Hemlt Matiani, Naturally
Radio Tirana, Albanian Communist newepspers and all blind instruments of Moscow in
Albania accuse our brothers of belng traitors to the homeland and foreign hirelings,
You all know as well as I that eur captured or dead brothers are not traitors, all of
these peopls were patriots, who risked danger, and as true soldiers gave their lives
performing duties for the 1 _iberation of their twothers and sisters who are suffering
from the heavy Russian boote

I am sure that close and noteworthy friends as’ well as I, are extremely grieved
because of this bitter news., But let us not forget the day we all swore that ve
would fight tyranny in spite of losses and sserifices. The loss of our brothers is
evidence of the battle taking place for the liberation of our fatherland, From those
unfortunate ones who were captured alive we are commanded %o be patlent, cold~blooded,
and sworn and bound to contime the struggle and war for freedom until we have ox=-
tricated our country from the red yoke,

I take this oppothunity as the politieal representative of the legalitet move~
ment, to request all members of this organization to fully understand that the sacri-
fices made by our brothers behooves us to be calm eclsive, I urgs all the frierds
and comrades-inegrms of Hamit Matlanl to have faith in God and not to lose courage and
hopes I assure everyone that nowone feels more serrow over the fate of Hemit than I

d°‘

© With this letter I hereby urge Hamit's nephew "Kadrl Sinen” to be calm and patient
with Hamlt's friends, God willing, at the close of this year 1953, that the yeaer
1954 will bring us and our brothers our freedem and desires, We know that freedom
oan not be won witbout sacrifices, Herces do not die, since thelr memory llves on,
With sturdy hearts, we shoult Long Live Albania and the Albanian People. For these
pegple we are ready to make saorifice including our lives,

Falk Bulmirl
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