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Oareor 0inued:

Chiof B.Itor,ILkel_letoiShinttm and Oaam‘wahi
Shimbl=

1f461 .1Zralagflaxector and Editor in Mier at the ocoano
Azahi Shimbun. Director of Lori Sono :nonoy=

Oay 1040 . topresMarere Direotor et' the:La:Id Shimben
m Ch6df Witco* of tho 2 	 AsahiA-Maranrals.girg

Dirootor of the AsaR„	 sna
Renhor of the 	 o.io1 Struoture Proparatory
Committee r

1965 0 Dirootor	 the InyeriAl Rule Aocietanco aceooistion iv'
19iLl Chiof Editor of the TokyoAmahi Shimtun i in/logics Director

of the Aszbi Shiza=-sh.4/
pobrulvy 191& Pormancut Counoilor apan Sown Aecooiation
25 duos 19t5 Appointed Councilor e the ourewu of Informfron

D000mber 195 Vice President of the.Asahi Shimbual/
26 Jmn$ 16A . Appointod a mentor of the Control Liaison :.eadquerters

oomi4ittes of the eational ually 1.avorAmt...1/
22 July 19,24 . L.i.iiotor without eor-Xolio in the X0160 oobinct and

ooneurrently kroaioo"t or the Bureau of Inforattoh,
oueoeonin&AIAU uiji. .:A,Bigtod ea Vino Proaident of the

Shimbun4/
10 BAustlio	 ppointed Vice Frosiemt of the Imperial aule Aosistanoo

Al oceciation, 000coodimg GOTO Fumio 9/
aa D000mber 1964 - ..opointod 4onoral Secretary of the 'Central Cooporotivo

oounoil oV the imperial Rule Asoistanco Aaaociation,
suompdint Admiral (rot) MAWR' Soizo

19 Jan. 1943 President of the Floorial Rule Kosistance 4-sock:dation
Youth Corps' (Yokusan sonendan). concurrently with poet
no Vico 'resident of thelmporial Rule iscistacoe
Aosooiation), auc000dingAt. (+moral (rat.) TATLIALA
leshitsogu (or Yochikunu) 1(-

27 Janusry 1945 . Acting ohiof of the Contra Headguartare of the
Imperial Rule Assistance Association Youth Corpo until
2412BBOASHI Akio assume the post persanentlyy

*April 1946 • Roeigaed, e Minister without'PortTolio tesethor with
the rest of the KOISO t;abinet

10 Apr12 1945 0 Rosigned Presidonay of the Bureau of Information.
su0000ded by MILKORMA

90 Lpril 19G. Order of diobandmont of the Imperial Rule Aasietanoo
Assoolatiaa Muth Corps to sive full support to the
formatiom of the Civilifin Volunteer Corps 1/Vice Chair.
ran of the Council of the Civilian Volunteer Corps I/

10 1.1.1y 194h .ifppointod mother of tho Cabinet Advieory Council
8 J=13	 - Appointo4 one of omen nen oouncilorc of the Borenu of

Informal:ion y
17 Auguir...; 145 ...appointed Janictor 1.4thout .?ortfolio, Chief Labinot

Searoharyond rrosident of tllo bureau of informotion
la G000ral ?rince ,itittinto b:a$RI-KUL' ts CaLioe; 9/

joptaAtar1945 n Gusto cAs ITsaicent of the bureau of inforraich, -
suooziedo 4.1tKaIl 7ateun.19/
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Commute After eradiating from the Tokyo Higher Comoro/al Sohool
end the Political Science) and Economies Department or Lees&
University, MTh joined the staff of the Asahi Shimbur.t/In larch
1920 he went on a two yeas study trip to trIuri;7172-7Mritm. While
staying in London, he made a speoial study of social conditions in
EbelendfOn his return to Japan in 192; te rejoined the staff of
the Asah Shimbun. His rise was steady. 	 r holding weevil section
chief positions, including Chief of the Commercial lvision and mune
of the China Division, he became Chief Editor of both the Tokyo arid
the Osaka Asehi in Way 938.31In Dees:abet 1943 he was nanwd
President of the iosahi S.Actua2/ a position he resigned on 21 July 1944
when he entered the KOISO teliinet.ilaocording to the Tokyo radio he

would however reaain as "a friend or the oompany"..03 ..m6yet 1944).
One spume states that Oos.TA was considered representative of the
reactionary element in the asabi • This element in the late teentiva
and the thirties eas sloirg-Fining a greater voice in the policies
of this once liberal newspaper./

In the Con%0 ore	 an issue or Juno 1932, an article by OCATA
siopeared711 . e t r	 0-6Pinion and the Press'.12pn December 1935
n711 was ()looted a member of the fiast Donal :Yard of Directors. In
: c136 or 19:-7 %RADA Joji enocaeded th ae Aeahi member of this board.22/

MT& -..t: gaic to have been an orcn admirer of the late TOYLA Witsuru,
Provident of the Oonyosha (91%311- Ocean Sooiety), an organisation of
which he his...sc-.1` is a leader.aHe is aleo reported as having been
aotive aa a suworte • or tho press orgo..4 Aolan Review of tbe Kokuryu kai.j8/
In the jay 1940 :sous of raintomportry Glen-571d.anrublished an article
on ?MIA, According to rcurse this ureole was actually written by
OGIMi t s friend, toms. .1,recier HIROTA /Loki, but it me edited and
pub/iehed under OGATA'a name, beoauee HIROTA did not with to indicate
so openly

U
 his close aisociationucritheind admiration :or TOIXUA at that

time.10 lan TOYAAA tied on 4 otober 1944, OCATA was named Vice
Chairman G2 the Committee to arrange the funeral, topother with
FUJI' Tosh1hisa.1/
In the 1940's 1CATe. man named to iroortant political positions, then
in the suscer of 1M the Imporia/ Rvlo Assistance Association was
formed, OLATA vas ruv.ve a directcr am: served as press representative.,/
On the luth of August :.v44 he iisoame Vice freeieent of this organization,
su000edin6 dOTO FuLtio t In his initial statezpunt following his appo int.
went, ho .:sorted that hi wOld exert is cvory effort to unite the
powers, of the people, 4:overate fully with the L:iperial Rule A5aista;s'
Political Society for v:ie purpose of unifying the hove trent, •
increasing the fightinu power of the Imperial Fornee on all of
battle". 31
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Conuonfte ContinuedsOn 28 December of the samo year he was oppoited
UotemooT Secretary of its Central Cooperatiee Council *AA the
following 19th of JenoariPresident of its Youth Corps ./ Thin
appointment of NITA Po:lowed the resignation on the Oto of January
of all membore of the 'oantral Bendquartere of the Imperial 'tole
Ao441*anoe Assoolatiom :!outh Corps4( On the 4th of April 1945 the Tokyo
Radio annpoused that he sent out a ootioe to the prefectural coin* to
recruit taer.hers for ocuistruction °errs wotk ot defensive pooitionl.
At the dame tiae it was reported toot he pas to be "suprone
oommander" of this conatettotion corps.1,/
uhen late in April the order for the distandoenk of the imperial
kule assistaum: ALmooistion was given, COOT& was named Vice Chmirumn
of the	 Volunteer Corps, an organisation scheduled to super-
sede the Imperial Mule Lesistanee Association. Youth Corpso4/(8 June).
At the fieal meeting of the directors of the local corps of the
leporial Rule Aosistanee Association Youth Corps, hold in Tokyo
5 Jure 1945, nraTt requested local leaders to give oholohearted
support to the Civilian Volunteer Corps and requested everyone to
strive to rake the corns the supreme oramisation of the people./

On the 23rd of June 1943 0'..TA was appointed Counoilor of the
%Irmo of Inforsationol/ The next year, on the 22nd of July he
entered the KOISOtOsbinet as Minister without Portfolio, concur-
rently being President of the Bureau of Information, the firct journalist to
this position since the formation of the durcau. Comentino on his
appoittment the Tokyo radio announced that " much would b3 expected
of him as President of the Bureau of Information at this critioa
time,,/ Prim 1 August 2944 On OCATA ems to held daily conferences at
the Premier'e official eau/donee with TA.AnA Tahoe, Chief Latinet

Socratarya%
After taking up his new duties OGATA. made various statemonts
outlining the policies ho intended to follow. 9n the 15th of August
1944, addressing a mestiag of the 'Board or Direotorc of the
Information .Ospartnent of the Imperial Muleokssistenoe Association,
he cad he would try to lift the restrictions on the now' Four
cloys later as host Yo u group of foreign press comapendets at
an in/Ow:awl gathering at oaito ealkan, he reminded tho correspondents
that it was notthe policy of the bureau of 12o/emotion to conceal
any noire fra-1 the pub1ie4 ue odded that in execution of his official
duties he would try to mks the beet use of his experience as a
newspapernmn and that he intended to provide reporters with all
information . iven out iy the novernmentIrThe sane dAy he made
o etotene that the new cabinet would adopt the sore polioy as
that purauoO under the Two Cabinet. He addeds In the past it vas
not the p. hey or the Boroau of Inforostionto ooncosal any neve from
the public,. The prose Ray not interfere with a policy ooze it is
adopted by the governemotT On the 24th of August 1944 /to declared
that from now on the 4apaneee people mlet knco the comp4ci:o truth
even if it is unfavorahls.12/ This statement h:48 boon iztorprotod
by ase vour‘a as a poosible indication that tho przrl:nont mlght
be p:rtpaxims u poeoo offer. OtAM IL'a otltameat, v.Qosrding to this
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Cont.mme 	 Continued: interpretation, mould bo the first atop in
lareiraing publio opinion for such an offercay
Answering interpellatione in the 85th Diet, 9 Septaft 3944, OCAIL
' aids To your opinion that public opinion is one form of fighting
stren* 011id unless it tO encouraged, there is no increase In
fighting,	 exprees my hearty agreamunt. Hommeer, in my opinion the
Government' must first of all be confident of the wisdom of the
people and the people must also be voluntarily rceponsible for the
opinions they express.... est making a study of the problem. Today,
when the ear situation has reached the point um Lace now, it mould
perhaps be hetet to adopt a drastic step for :aetter guidance of
public opinion4/
On the 6th of October the Tbkyo aadio announced, that OGaTA. complained
the substance of the plan for emiCanoe in dbaisive battles at the i
regular westing of the cabinet, hell at the official residence of the
prowier that day. ais plan uao pasood by the Cabinet./
Otia& has partioiputoa in many national aotivitiee4( On the20th of
April 1944 he attended the grad.otion exercises of the Lilitary
Academy at Zama, kana,:noca-kentOn the 28th of Oetober 1944 he attended
memorial eervioee for 14LKA.70 Igo, described by one source as "Japan'e
no.2 relotionarylVOn the 22nd of December 1944, the Tokyo Rorie
reported V.-At	 , wit% other Canyoehe leaderc ran to attend the
Bast Asiatic Races , Round rsoble Conference that day. Larcale MOD& we
to be heat at this coearenoei/ On the 28th of Larch 1946 mix
attended a meeting in the officers of the InforEation hoard, to
deliberate on the toration of the Zig° toohe (Motion Pictures
CorporatioA), a merger oa eevoral notion picturo affi1letionu.2(
The Prague Radio reporuad, that in a abatement issued on the 17th of
August 1944, he reiteratod hi p belief in a Lerman victory and
oongratulated the Gomm people on their Ncourigeoun aad outstanding
struggle* : 1/
On the 13iA of December 1944 he gave a talk telling of the war and
commending the apir14 of the 4apancae people..1( Tokyo Radio reported
on the 13 to of Septenber 1944 that 00LTI. tao abs of several
newspapermen to receive a silver cup from the taperer, for out-
standing service to hiu ootmtry in time of rare! One source states
that OCATA ono a =Gabor of the Government's co-oe led "Braih-Trust"
and in this oonneotion ;2/ is a mem5er of the Asioatic Develop-rent
Committee and small ilI3Cf middle-sized Industrial Investigation Counc11t8/
On the 5th of April 194 ' the KOISO Cabinet felll On the 10th of
May Mail was appointed a meaber of the Gabinot dvisory Council of
the SUZIKI aieistry.yand on the 8th ot June he once mere was
named a	 moiler o the tureaU of luformation,44 Lhor • following
JIDRV I U cnal .endar, the cabinet of Prince h1GASUI-K	 was formed,OATA
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Comments	 Centinuede	 Inas appointed to hie former poate of
Igragroitbout Portfolio end President of the Bureau or
Inferamtioo, being named Motif Cabinet Searobvias welloVOne
souree states that in add.tion to being *lonely assoolated with
former Premier HMO% Loki and the late TOWA Nitsuru, he was
also on olose personal terms with Premier BOISO and ;at, Linister
SUGM.111104 k usually reliable source considers him "a marl
to be Maitho4*,12/ Jinji oshin Baku 1937 states that MT& paid
a land tax of 11-1016-:7
Following the 000upation of Japan, OGATA uas branded a mar
oriminal avd arrested op orders of General LacArthur, /3 September
1946. Subacquenray he was relieved as Prosidont of the Bureau of
Inforolatica, but for the ma-ent at least he remained a nabinLt

member. The ohar,e ICAO .th&othfa was a me-her of the Kokupyukai.
This was denied by 14panese •ouroea, inoluaing the superintendent
of' the Tokyo polioo. 14/

Suuniir	 Taketora has been a newspaperLan for more thak
iPty years. His principal, thoteh not his only, association

has bean with the Asahi Shimbun. His influenoo on the policies
of,this paper, espeCTOIrri7171.ate thirties, must have been
considerable. Available information ineicates that :le has held
positions with various nationalist organisations, including the
Cony:eh& and the Kokuryukal. Conspicuous also has been the . part
he bas is2aye4 in the Imperial Rule Assistance Asseciation as
Vioe President, ',ceder of its Mouth Corps and in several other
positions. Fe was mado a member of the KOISO Catdnot.-Aes
this oawbinof fal end the order to diebsed the Imerial 34t,
Ansi stamen Aogoolatiozt las given,OGATA remained a public fiipore
of prominence. 10 bacara Vic, Chairman of the Civilimn Velunteer
Corp@ an a somber of .-he Cabinet Advisory Council, in addition
to being reinstated as a Comncilor of the Bureau or Information
In the HIChall.411/1/ CabLnet Oalli was given three postenviz. Uinister
witiou--; Portfolio, President of the Bureau of /net:oration und
Chief Cabinot Secretary. Subsequently he MRS removed from hie 'oat
as President . ofjhe DLreau of Intonation. following hie arrest
as Ifer forams
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