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Beny  OC:D% Teketown (sketomi, Talcori) _:/_: ’T" A5, (Japencas)

agddreas  Iokyo, Yodnhasni-ku, 3 choms, Hywlmin-cho, 351 (1942) 2/

K2 o Positioue «irilszor withous Fortlolse, fieesident of the

TUTTTTTTTTT Bwea: of infermaiion, Silel Gubiuet Secrotary 3
Vios Fresident of tho Impsrial Ruls Assistance
hscoolation )/ Viecs Chunirmen of i Council af the
Civiliap Volumiew:r Cmwa 3/

Maily lstory GRIL 'bkebtors was boin in 1588 iop ?u'*Loi..-J:ew,_g/ the
T socond  som of W Th . Aehdhei. lo mrried . ota, Zhird
asu ator ef destn ankizo _,' Loto varn  bora i !\.\m\ga\a-
zen in seve. der dBuls Ol his e..rcﬂ soas and twe
dnuwtq..ae dhe  eldest acn Ishiituro vas  born im kurl
1916, reawtad {veow soic U':"VC!‘SItV ‘Dd is am'}lov:va
by t:\.e mitewd sdping Ce. o acond son, Kenil ves ooern
1n stover 1217 and ._,rufiux«."‘-. EXD o Tha Tokvo First
Biprer Schuole The oldoct carpitor Beiito, Sorn in
Cotooe:r 1520, wae sradunted from e "ch:‘u:ui:x:
fghuar Girle Schecal. A third son, Shijure wnj tarn 1n
Tovvabewr 1867. SO0 hes  en edereid caurniios oo,
berz In Mwkuein Cify fn lay 1508, the thirsd Ziughites
ef Q&L Sawo. She g Tot from the Tehasonmdnn
Highor 3irls Ochook. O3 Tuiotom'z aldor sxatbas,
Duins ns o dookor of medivine and o Yoactow wt tha
Fagnzald docicl Colloge.8/

Caroar Gradu tec from Torxyw Eigher Comperciel Schoel J

111 ~ Grecweted fron bnasod: Usiversity Politizs and Ecoromise

School 7/
1)~ Joined Ess pah! Shirows 7 7/ .
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shiazbun 1,' .

1228 = m%u duster remging Iircobor of the Omim
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~ Thisf BT oF tiv f_;.m.i 31 azbuy S‘,/ »
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hay 1035 ~ s:ig Sa5vor, Tolyo igahi Shiwbun and Opaka aushi
i 3 ¢ i
1638 = 3\%&?& tor wné Bddtor in Clicf of the Omdm
Shimbug. Dirgotor of Domoi Nows agenmey
iy 1640  fopresontative Mraatar of the assdd Shimbun 7/

1930 = ChoSe 5ditor of tho T teahi Jhia0@) 6nd Harasicg
Dirgoter of the &sahl iy

160 « Banmbur of the sow Folitdeoal Strustude Proparatory
Comuitiee §

1940 » Dirootor of the Imporial Hule dacistance dggacistion 8/
1943 o Chiof &ditor of thy Isiyo Asahd Shimbun, Fanozing Dirscsor
of the Aeahi Shimbim~chu.d/

Pobrunry 1942 - Formancnt Counciler dnpan Hews Associntion 7/

€5 Jumre 19€S o Appoipted Counciler of the .ureau of lnfomt'féa R4

Dooenber 1948 » Vice President of the iszhi Shiutun 7/

16 dupd 18 ¢ o Lppolnted u wanbor of The Contitd Limison seudquarters
Comudttes of the ietlonal nlly Lovoment 3/

22 Jduly 194 = Linictor withour Porilolio in the KOJSO “oubinet and
acncurrcatly Presiuant  of the Burewu of Infor:atioh,
sudooecing AkAY Kiji. fesigeod as VYice Preaident of the

Apahi Shimdun.l,

10 Luzustlydd < Lppointed Vice Presitenit of the Imperial iule Ansistancs
agoccintion, suocecdéng GOTO Fumie 3/

43 Leogmbes 194t - appointaed “onoral Secretery of tha Usntrel Cocparative
Council of' the Imperizl Pule Assistanco Associntion,
suceeeding Admirel (rot) KODAWASHI Seize )/

13 Jdane. 1943 » Fresident of the I-perinl Rule acsistencs “sucuintion
Youth Corpe (Yokusan somenden), comcurrently wiih post
ag Vico Yresident ¢f thelmperial Ruls Lsaistance
Assoolaticn), suoseodinglt. Conarnl {ret.) TATHYAlA
Yosnitsuge (or Yoshikumu) 1/-

27 Japuery 1945 < Lcting chiaf of the Contral Headqueritsrs of the
Irperiel Bule Aggigtance Asgsoclation Youth Corps umtil
TaTEELYASHY Mikto agsumes the post permnently 3/

€ April 194F - Boeignel as Ministor withouwt Porifolio together with
tho west of the XK0ISO labinet 3/

10 4pril 1845 - Rosigned Presidency of the Bureau of Information,
suoceoded by SHIMOMUFA Hiroehi 3/

30 Ap2l 1944 e Order of disbendmont of the Imperial Rule Azsistance
Assoointics Youth Corps, to sive f£ull support o the
formtion of the Civilias Voluniteer Corps 1/Vice Chuire

X men of the Counoil of the Civilian Velunitor Corss §/
10 iy 1944 & Sppointed u member of tho Cabluet Advieory Cowneil 1}/
8 Jue 1947 ~ Appointsd vue of woven new aouncilore of the Burenwu of
Information 3/
17 Avguol 1840 o Appointod Jdpletor wilhowt Cortfollu, Crief tabinet
Seoretusy ¢nd Frosident of Gie bureeu of informetioen
io uenorsl Prince waithlORO 5IGBSHIKULI's Catiscets 9/

16 Joptesitaride’ o Cuated ve lvesicont of the Buresu of Inforraiion, -

seceesded g ¥KAYAL Tatewt k8
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Comments After graduating from the Tokyo Highor Commoroisl Sshool
f5d Tho Politicel Scienco and Bconomiocs Department of Taceda
Upiversity, OGATA joinsd the staff of the Asahi Shimbur.§/In karch
1920 he went on & two yomr study trip to Europe 25d America. Vihile
staying in loandon, he made ¢ apeoinl study of social conditions in
Bnglando3/ On his return to depen in 1922 7/he rejoined the staff of
the Amahl Shinbun. His rise was otendy. After holding ceveral section
chiel positicns, inmoluding Chief of the Commeraial Vivision and same
of the Chine Mvision,8/ he bocame Chiof Editor of both the Toxyo and
the Osaka Asshi in May 1936.7/In Decsuber 19435 he was nansd Tide

. President of the asahi Saimtun,7/ & position he reaigned on 21 July 1944
whon ho erxtered the A0I50 C«bi.net._y socording to the Tokyo radio he
would hovever reamin ws "a friend of the compuny”.3/(3 .ujust 1944).
One sourcs states that OwnIA was considered reprecentative of the
resctioiary element in the ssahi . Thig eleuent in the late twentirs
apd the thirtics wase ulovfy ¢rlning a greater voloe in the policies
of this once liberel newspaper,lO

In the Couterpora an issue of Juro 1932, an article by OMTA
;vpeared‘,'ﬁdos: 'x%F;;o'Upinion and *‘he Press”.11/In December 1935

ORATA wanr oleoted a member of ths first Domed Joard of Directors. In
1936 or 197 RARADA Joji succseded uim 38 BLeahi member of this board.10/

OGATA >:wio to have been an oren sidmdrer of the late TOYALA Litsuru,
Progident of the Gauyosha (Bl.ok Ocsan Scalety), an organieation of
which he hinscif is & leader.: Mo 45 elco reported as Mving been
20tive a3 a supyorter of thu press orgas Aoien Review of ike Xokuryu kz.i.}_t_)/'
In the J:ily 1940 :ssue of W ;eﬁ AT published an aurticle
on TOYALA. Aoccording %o reurde s urtlole was actually written by
OGAT™ 'g fidend, forms secemior HINOTA Koki, but 4t masc edited and
publichod under GGATA's pame, bsmuee HIROTA did not wich to indicate

#0 oponly his olose c:sociation with ¢nd admiration Jor TODMLA wt that
time,10/ .hen TOYANL ?ied on 4 otober 1544, OATA wmas mamed Vios
Chalemmn o' the Comuittee to errange :he funeral, tojether with
FUJII Yoshihise.S/

In the 1940's QY. ko nemed to irvortant politioal positicms. ihen
ip the mumer of 18¢2 the Imperiel Riln Assistance Associaticn was
forrmed, OWM wie nainé a directcer anc servod as pross roprascntntivcng/
On the luth of August 'v44 he vecens Vice Prasidzat of this organicition,
sucosedin, uOTO Puuioes))’ In nle initinl stategpont following his mppe int-
went, ho w.asorted that liv widd exart ras cvory offort to urite the

cwvern of the poople, cioperate fully with the Iinporisl Kule Asalatar,.”
};’outiml boqietgr f’or \-.‘1% purpose yor upifying the home rron-‘c,: 4 ‘
dncreasing the fighting power of the Juperial Foroec onm all “iz23 O

bﬂ'hth"o i,
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Commonte Continued:On 8 Dscember of the same your he waa appoiced
TWneral Secretary of its Central Cooperative Council aid  the

following 19th of - JenummPresident of its TYouth Corps..i/ This
appointment of OGATA fo lowed the resigmation an the 10u. of Jemmry
of al) membsrs of the ‘bntral Hendquartero of the Imperiel 'twle
Agsiltance Lascolationm “outh Corpsel/ On the 4th of April 1945 he lokyo
Hedic annpuuoad that he sent out & unotice to the prefecturel cosns to
recruit mexmivers for construction cor.s wotk ou defensive podition-.
A¢ the oamo tiuwe it was reported tnut he was to bo "suprene
oommmnder® of this conatriction corps.d/

when late in april tho order for the distandnenk of the lmperial
Kul® Assistanc: aAssocistion ws given, CWATA was naned Vice Chalrme
of tne CAvilian Voluateer Corps, an orgenisation schoduled to super-
seds the Inperial Kule Assistanoe Association Youth Corps.3/(6 swne).
At the fimal mooting of ths direotors of the local corps of the
Imporial Rule Agssistance Association Youth Corpae, held 4n Tokye

5 Jure 1945, OTATA requegtted 1lnoal lsadera to zive vholahesrted
support to the Civilian Volunteer Coipe and rejuested evaryone to
strive to make the oorps the supreme oranization of the pooplo._.’_a/

On vhe 23rd of June 1543 O ..2A was appointed Councilor of the
Buroau of Informxtionn)/ The next year, on the 22nd of July he
entored the KOISOLUQebinet es Kinister without Portfolio, concur-
rently boing FPresident of the Buresu of Information, the firrt journalist to
this poaition ainoe the fermtion of the Sureau. Cotrentinz ca his
appoiftmont the Tokyo mdlo unnounced that " much would bd axpectec
of him as Pregident of ths Bureecun of Informmtion at this oritiadl
tine".y/ Frim 1 August 1944 ox OGAA wea to hold daily conferences st
tho Fremier'e offiois) residende with TAIAFA Takeo, Chiaf latinet
Secrataryel/
After taking up his ner dutisas 0GATA mado werious atatenants
outlining tho policies h» intendsd Yo follow. On tho 1S5th of August
1944, addreasing a mestiag of the Board of Direotors of the
Inforzation iepartment of the Inperial Rule lissistance Ascociation,
he ©:id he would try to lift tho restriotions on the nowdi/’ Four
days lator ae host $o « group of foreign press corr. spende ts at
ap Anfor:al gathering at .aito salimn, he reminded the correspondents
that it vas notthe policy of the Lureau of luforpation tc concenl
any nows froa the publie. u» ndded that in execution of his ovfficial
duties he would try to 1mke the beat uso of his expericnce es s
newgpapermy: and thet he intended to provide reporters with all
information ‘\ven out .y the povernnent3y/ The same day he mde
o othiene t hmt the naw cabinet would adopt the sene polioy es
thet purguor under the TNJN Csbinet. Ho addeds " In the past it waas
not %ho p.dioy of the Pureau of Informationto oconceal any news from
the public. The preac =y not interfore with a poliocy onte it is
adopted by the government[l/ On the 24th of hugust 1944 hs declared
thet from ncw on the Jdapaness peopls mist kmex the compiicte truth N
even if i¢ ${s wunfavorable .,_1_9/ This ctatement lus boon dutorprotoed

by o3¢ woures @8 & ponelble indication that tho sowsrument might
te prepering « peeocs offer. GATA '3 statemant, wcoording to this

g
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Comxents Continued: 4interprotation, would bo the <first step in
proparing public opinien for such an offer.10/ _
Anawering interpellatione in the 85th Diet, 9 SeptenfWiy 1944, OGAT
saids "To your opinion that publio opinion is une form of fighting
strenflit ¢7d unless it 1@ emoouraged, there is no inoreese in

ting, exproas my huarty sgresmunte However, 1in my opiniem the
Government muat firot of all be oconfident of the wisdom of the
people anc tho people must also de wolumtarily rcavousidle far the
opinions ‘they oxpreseé.e.. I am mking a study of the problem. Today,
whon the i ar situation ez reached the point we face now, it would
perhaps be beter to edopt a drastic step for DLetter guidaace of
publie opinion.l/
Op the 6th of Octobor , the Tokyo uudio amnounced, that OGMTA explained
the substance of the plan for _uicunoe in dacisivo battles at the :
regular weeting of ths ocabinet, heii at the official reaildence of the
prouier that duy. vis plan wms pmsfod by the Cabinet.s/
OusTA has partioiputea in mupy ustional sotivitiesdd/ Ou tae2Cth of
April 1944 he attended the g(raduation exercises of the Lilitary
Acadomy at Zama, 2enarawi-ken.3/0n ths 28th of Ouwtober 1944 he attended
memorial scrvices for N.KA''O Sojgo, desoribod oy one source as "Jepan's
0.2 reaotionary™o8/ On the 22nd of Deocember 1944, the Tokyo Re ie
rororted that 0OATM, with other Genyoshe leaderc, vas to athond the
East Asiatic Racea! Round Tihle Confersnce that doy. iargiis XUROD was
to bs host at thiz conlsrence.3/ On the 28th of Xarch 1945 O® I
attended a weoting inm the offices of tie InConation boaxd, to
dolibverute on the foemition ¢f the Eigo Xosha (Motion Pisturas
Carporatic:), a merger of cevorel motion picturo affiliationu.3/
The Pragw Radio reportcd, that in a statement iesued on tha 17th of
Auguat 1944, he reiteratod his delief in a Usrman victory and
cangratulatsd the Oorua: people an thoir “couregeous and outstsnding
struggle”. 3/ .
On ¢hs 1Sti of Docombar 1944 he gave a .1k telling of the var and
cormeading the spirit of the <spencne pecrle.3/ Tokyo Radic roported
on the 18 th of Septendber 19¢4 thet OGN\ ves ohe of several
newspapsrmen to receive a silver oup from the Ymporor, for oute
stapding sorvice to hiu oountry in time of var.8/ Ons source astates
that OGATA s c mambor of the Govermwnt's to-callod "Breiti~Trust”
end in this oconneotion J'Q/ is a pembor of tho Asicatic Dsvoloprent
Comnittes and zmll and middle-sised Industrial Investizmtion Council.§/
On the GOth of April 1945 the KOCISO Cabinst felil$/ On the 10th of
May OGhTA wiis appointod a me.ber of the (abinet Advisory Louncil of
the SUZIKI .inistry.l/ end on the Bth of Jun® hs onco mcre waa
nazed ¢ Czancilor ol 4he Lureau of Juformatiowp,3/ ‘her , followin
dapan'y surendsr, the obinet of Prince HIWASII-KTIYL was formed,0.4
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Commentae Continueds wis appointed to his Iormer poate of
WEIster without Portfolio md President of the Burogu of
Inforvation, being named Chikf Cabivet Seoretary us welled/One
souree states that in add tion to being ¢losoly sssoointvd with
formor [Promier HIROTA Toki and the late TOYAIA litsuru, he was
also cn olose persomul terms with Premier KOISO anl ‘ar Linister
SUGIYAMMI0/o £ uswlly relinble souwrce considors him ™ man
to bo watohod” 10/ Jinji Koshin Rokn 1957 states that OATA paid
& lond tex of ¥ Y7
Following the ooocupetisn ¢f Japan, OGATA wne brandod a war
oriminel si.d errested on orders of OGeneral lacArthur, 13 Septazder
1945. Subncquensly he wis rolieved ae Prosidont of the Pureau of
Informatice, but for the wo:ent at least he reuwined a cubin ¢
momber. The char,e wus ,tht O was o mv.der of the Kokupyukei,
This was denied by Jep 3nose sourcss, incluuing the superirvtendesnt

of the Tokyo polico. 14/

Sumna O Taketorm has been a pnewspeperzan for more thak

1 yoars. His principel, thoggh not his only, ssscointion
ras been with the Asahi Shimbun. RAis 4influencec on the policias
of .this paper, aspeclally In <he late thirties, must bave bean
considerable. Available infommation incicates thet e has held
positions with various natiomlist organimmtions, including the
Genycahe and the Kokuryukail, Conspicuous salso has been the . part
he has played in the Ipperial Rule Assistance Asséointion ag
Vice Prosiisnt, leader of its Youth Corps and drn ooveral other
poastions. Ho wns mdo o member of <tha KOISO Cabinet. lhen
this oswbinet £33 and the order to dishand the gﬁerhl Rulity
Assi etanon Apsoolaticn \os given,O0GATA rempined a 230 fizure
of prominonce. flo deocww Vice Chairmon of the Civilizn Vélunteer
Corps  anC o member of _he Cebinet Advigory Ceunoil, in eddition
€0 boing roinatated as o Cowncilor of the Dureau of Information
In the HIGSHI-KUNI Cabinet ORTA wes given thres posts,viz, Linister
withou; Pertfolio, Presidont of the Bureau of Infor ation and
Chief Cabinat Sooretu&.. Subsequently he was removed from hiu -ost
e8 Frogidaat of the muA:} Information, following hie erroat
€6 & wr crlm:lmdg
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— Who's Lho in Japan 1941-1942
q/ Hnbml “Srous
3/ _dapib o chukuo Yeardook 1941
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