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sunec Poseible Dissolution of the Japanese House of Representetives.

. I"" With the ofoniu of the ordinary session of the Netional Diet on
Decenber 10, political sotivity is becoming finoreesingly brisk., While
such eotivity 1o normel in Japen et this sesson of the yesr, seversl
reoent events heve heightened partisen meneuvering end give promise of
effeoting the politicel situation for some time to oome. ‘the split in
the Soclallat Perty end the resultant deoresse of thet perty's prestige
end influenoce 1s exerting 2 oonsideradble effect on the overall politi-
osl soene as other parties maneuver to attraoct sizeadle segments of the
9ncielist following. The negotietions betwesn the Peoples Demooratio

... . DP) end oertain "splintern groups with regerd to the posaible
expension of the PDP or the orection df a new politiosl grouping is
being wetched with keen interest by all politicel figures,

Nevertheless, while both these fadtors heve provided sdded impetus
to the cuiokening p 1itiosl soene, of:¥ven grester importance have been
the recent difficul.ies suddenly confionting the sdministrstion end the
Liberel Perty. While these diffioulties had their beginning in the
rioce deoontrol fissco resulting from unmistekeble dlundering on the
part of the Goverament, of greeter political significence was the in-
ablility of the Goverament to control the House of Coundillors during
the recent extreordinary Diet session. The diffioulties encountered
there proved not only embamssing to the Administretion but adventa-
geous. to the Opposition. ,b:The sucoess of the latter in defesting the
Government on the persomnel retrenchment issue demonstreted the power
of the Upper ' >use ¢pposition when united in common ceuse. In spite of
the considere -.e preasube exerted by the Government forces, the Opposi~
tion refused tv budge,-th€@eby forcing the Government to extend the
session twice in a futile effort to obtein some suitable compromise.
The final speoteole Bf~-the? 'rime Minister oompelled to acoeds to the
wetered-down conmpro bIL)l in spite of his previous vehement odjeo-

by all the opposition politiciana and

tions was thoroughly ¥HIBy¥d
even produced some gla¥féd:‘amusement emong oertein Libersls themselves.

» Since the.personpel retrenchment issue was basicelly unpopular to

many Diet members regardlesa of thelir politioal affilistions, the su¢-

ocess of the Opposition in this instamce should not be overemphasized,
Lffny Liberal Diet members pessively e%oourased the Opposition and wer:_J‘
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‘lprIvately pleased over the finul wvesult. These recent difficulties ,
ro=

the Yoshlda Administration heve, however, drought to the fore
. ‘newed speculetion regarding possible dissolution of the House of
“Representatives snd the calling of a general electlon., Many politi-
» efens, including some lLigh-ranking members of the Liberal Perty,
‘believe such en elestiom nhould bo held next spring efter the errec-
. tiwe dete of the ecoe . reat;., It is gonerally sdmitted that the.
_.preatige of the Government has deolined oonsiderably sinoe the h:lgh
water merk resched during the Jan Franeisco Conference, Furthermore, .
-has .been the Teeling ~f msny politioel observers that the Prime
.My er-would be willing to. stap down after the return of cover-
- e4ghity to Japsn. Additionally, a lsrge number of depurgees must
- 2irst: gain Diet seats before tliey csn re-enter politiocel life on an
iotive scsle. Over end :bove t.ese fectors, however, is the wide- C
{pread feeling that the conoclusion of the Peace and Security 'l‘reatias
marks e milestone 1in Jepan's postewar history end that a netional ,
'laction should be held soon to gein a new. mendate rrom the people. o
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~£§E?n the proper time comes" and that Hatoyams himself expects to

ke @ public astatement in Jenuary. The press has also recently |

eported a long interview between the Prime Minister end Bamboku ONO,
who 18 generslly considered the leader of the Hatoyema feotion within
the Libersl Party, a meeting whioh may be significant in view of the
Prime Miniater's previous reluotanae to see Ono, In this oonnection
1t should be noted that the influence of Eozen*HIROKAWA, Libersl
Chairmen of the Executive Board and leader of the enti-Hatoyema feo-
tion, has waned considerably during the pest six montha. There seems
to be 1ittle possibility thet he and his group will be edle to regein
thelr former close position around Yoshida. The back stage maneuver-
ing by the Hetoyams -~sction has been very effective in markedly re-
ducing the influence of this group in the making of party poliey.

——— .
’ If Hatoyama's physicel condition does not permit his assumptiom
of the presidency of the Liberal Party, some politiocal observers
believe thet Taketora’ , recent depurgee, msy well bve Yoshide's
sucocessior, For meny years the chief editor of the pre~war Asahi
Shimbun and rated bty the lste Hugh BYAS, veteran New York TImes
correspondent, as the ablest editor in Japen, Mr. Ogate possesses a
fevoreble beackground as a replscement for Yoshida. During the war
Ogata wes Minister /Athout Portfolie in both the Koiso-Yonal Cabinet’
(July 22, 19h4k=-april 7, 1945) end the Higashikuni Cabinet (August 17,
1945-0ctober 9, 1945), also serving as -resident of the Imperisl
Rule sAssistence Auooiation Youth Corps and “resident of the Govern-
ment Board of Information during the last days of the war. In-a
long conversation with him at the home of the drafting officer, Ogatea
indicated thet he was an admirer of Hatoyama, but that he had serious
doudbts whether Hatoyames would be physioslly able to return to politi-
cal life. He declared that Yoshida deaired by all means to turh over
the party reins to Hatoyema when he retired. In Ogata's opinion the
Government should 6all for a nationsl election next spring before the
tide of public opiniom turns too much againat the Administration. :
Ogsta was openly oritical of most of the present Japanese politiolans,
terming them "second rsters" who have little or no ability.

In physioal appearance Ogeta is a lerge man of rather impressive
bearing. Vhile sparing in words, he listens intently to discussions
asround him. He agppeara to be in vigorous health and anxious to re-
turn to polities; Iin his sincerity and frankness he is reminiscent

of Hetoyama.

From the stapdpoint of Prime Minister Yoshida, Ogsta's backe
ground is such es to meke him a strong cendidete in the evant that
Hatoyema is physically unable to re~enter politica. Though he wes a
Stete iiinister in the Kolso-Yonal Government, he was not a prominent
member of the Cabinet. He wes known to be cool toward Gemeral TOJO
and the militarists, His inclusion in the Higashikuni Cgbinet steamps

as a middle~of-the-roader untainted with blatent militerism or

tranational{sm. XFurther, it is well~known that he wes gppointed ,
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president ot the Board of Information in en effort to uiet publie
stiveness over the distorted end unrealistic war information state~
ments put out gheretofore by that bureau. Ogata himself laughingly .-
termed it the "Board of Misinformation". 4bove ell, through his
purge es an offieer of the Imperial Rule Assistance sAssocietion Youth
Oorps, Ogata has been aeloof from the factional maeneuverings within
the Lideral Perty amd therebdy offers strong possibilities es a candi-
date who would be aceeptable to the verlous conflioting groups within
the party. Finglly, he cannot dbe held responsidble for any ects of
the sent Administretion teken at the prodding of the Occupation.

Regardless of the Prime Minister's assuresnces that he has no
intention of dissolv the House of Representstives, it is epparent
that the present A straetion is more than a little tired end aware
that 1t hes lost some of its lustre., The difficulties it encountered
in the last Diet session are not likely to be mitigated during the:
ordinary session which has just begun. Rether, the Opposition is
planning en all-out cempaign to unseat the Yoshida Government. Some
of the bills ascheduled to be submitted are of vitel importence es
budgetary and legisletive measures essentiel to the implementetion
of the peace settlement. These inolude the Orgenizations Control
Bill, the Anti-Generel Strike Bill, Anti-Mcnopoly Law and Trade Asso-
cletions Law Revision Bills, as woil as those for repaying foreign
dedts, reparations projects snd indemnification orf Allied wer losses.

The announcement of Libersl Chlef Secretary Masude haes not
materially eted the speculation regerding Diet dissolution. Preao-
tiocsal politieiens point out thet even if the Government planned to
dissolve the Lower Houee¢, it could.not openly disclose its intentions
until the time was ripe. Otherwlse, the entire pnlitical situation
would be thrown fnto confusion with irreparsble demage to the present
Adminiatration. These obssrvers.believe that the Yoshida Government
will heve a good chance to.win a.general eleotion next spring, though
perhaps with not the same overwhelming majority es at present. In
their opinion this does Myt mean that the eleotorate as a whole posi-
tively supports the Libersl Party, btut that the obJective situstion
at thet t will still be fagyorable to the Government due chiefly
to the lack of a strong oppoaftion. Whether the same situation will

prevall e year from now ia dob& table.

¥,
While it is diffioult to prediot the outoome of the present
political situastion, indications are that es of now Yoshida does not
wish to osll for a national eleotion immedietely after the effective
dete of the Peace Treaty. The events of the next few weeks, however,
in particuler the success of the Government's legislative progrem in
the Diet, mey well be the deeisive factor. If further Diet aifri-
oulties are encountered, it may foroe Yoshida to call for s general
election in the hope that the Liberal Perty has little to lose in

iew of the weak opposition perties and everything to gain. Other
%aetors involved in such a declsion sre, however, the personal plans '
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oshidn and the physieal cppd!tiom.of Hatcyuu. The return of
the ldtter to dctive politiecs in thé neer future may fruage the end

of the present Administration, whereas his continued iliness may be
}nstmeixgg 1n pcrauadtu Yoshlda to try to continue in power umtil
anuary o«
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