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PERTINDNT (NFORMATION
THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS EXCERPTED VERBATIK
Summary of the Japanese Press
Today's Tokyo Newspapers

NATIONAL DEFENSE
Liberal Chief Secretary SATO asserted yesterday that it is unconstitutional to

build up "self-defense war potential”. Countering the stand taken by the
Progressive Reform Party Wednesday, he emphasized that Japan must revise
Article 9 of the Constitution by popular mandate before it can establish a
defense army, SATO's statement revealed that while some Liberals want to
quicken the defense effort, the party's basic policy for a gradual defense
buildup remains unchanged, The Liberal Party defense policy will take clearer
shape after the conference tociay between Prime Minister YOSHIDA and Deputy
Prime )liniste;' OGATA. The conference is expected to straighten out the

discrepancy between the Government avowed policy and OGATA's out-of-town state-

ment on defense a few days ago.
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